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INTRODUCGTION

White Juju is an artistic response to a year of pandemic, racial
animus and culture wars. Inspired by events as diverse as the
Covid-19, BLM protests and the toppling of racist statues.

The music melds Kinch's distinct approach
to Jazz and Hip Hop with Classical music:
drawing broad inspiration from European
folklore, the African Diaspora and toxic
national myths creating a uniquely
contemporary tone poem.

Written for both jazz ensemble and
chamber orchestra - the works references
everything from bird song, to unicorns,
police brutality, 18th century baroque and
the black pentecostal church. It draws a
sonic trail through the past surreal year

of lockdown, playfully creating danceable
and layered works, intended to provoke
thought and break through an old form

of divisive sorcery.

The piece is deliberately danceable, whilst
intentionally subverting the perceived
elitism of orchestral music. It asks how
cultural hierarchies originate and why
audiences may feel constrained by stuffy
and exclusionary norms. It creatively
explores the tension between classical
music presented as an impenetrable art-
form, and the seismic popular impacts of
jazz and hip hop. Are these distinctions
based on truth or mere perception?

"The stillness and solitude of lockdown
lead to unexpected epiphanies - profound
loss lead many to question their values.

It enabled people around the world to
recognise how many of society’s dividing
lines are merely confected - divisions are
accentuated to set natural allies against
one another"

"There are persistent and seductive national
myths that keep racial oppression in tact,
on both sides of the Atlantic. ‘White Juju’
describes the media sorcery, algorithmic
chicanery and the art of misdirection
employed to maintain this racial hierarchy
and stop people from unifying"

Soweto Kinch
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Soweto Kinch, White Juju, 75mins

. Dawn

Il. The Old Normal

lll.  March of the Unicorns
IV. Behind The Myth

V. Curated Chaos

VI. Sanctuary

VII. The Natural Order
VIII. Tall Tales of Yesteryore
IX. Eternal

X.  Clarity

Please note this performance has no interval.

Lee Reynolds Conductor

Soweto Kinch Saxophones & Vocals
Rick Simpson Piano

Nick Jurd Double Bass

Louis Hamilton-Foad Drums

FREE PRE-CONCERT DJ SET

Kick off the evening with critically
acclaimed DJ, Echo Juliet, in a journey
through percussive, organic and soulful
sounds fused with elements of deep
house. The event will take place from
6:15pm in the Symphony Hall Auditorium.

We are happy for you to take photos and short
videos during this evening's concert. We ask that
you are mindful of disturbing artists and other
audience members. Please dim the brightness
on your phone, and do not use your flash.

Principal Funders:

Birmingham
" | City Co%ncil

Please note that this performance will be
accompanied by visuals, including hate
groups, funerals, riots, protest and police
action — some footage of which includes
violence that some audience members may
find upsetting.

We also regularly take photographs for
promotional use, so you may see a professional
photographer at our concerts. Please ask a
member of the front of house team if you have
any questions about this.

To ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the
performance, please make sure your mobile
phone is set to silent.
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Conductor

LEE REYNOLDS

© GERARD COLLETT

Lee Reynolds is an RPS, Sky Arts, and
Critics Circle Award-winning conductor
known for his intensity and attention to
detail in performances. Recent highlights
include his Glyndebourne Festival debut,
Ravel's L'enfant et les sortileges with the
London Philharmonic Orchestra, Street
Scene at the Opéra de Monte Carlo, La
boheme with Welsh National Opera, and
broadcast concerts with the London
Symphony Orchestra, including three
recordings on LSO Live. Reynolds made
debut performances with the Deutsches
Symphonie-Orchester Berlin and

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, led new
productions of Carmen and Rigoletto at
Opera Holland Park, and recorded British
Horn Concertos with the Philharmonia
Orchestra. Other achievements include
projects with the RSNO, BBC Scottish
Symphony, and conducting Eugene
Onegin with Nederlandse Reisopera. He
also takes a deep editorial interest in his
performances, creating new editions of
works by Lehar, Rachmaninoff, Debussy,
Gershwin, and Richard Strauss.



Saxophones & Vocals

SOWETO KINGH

Award winning alto-saxophonist and MC
Soweto Kinch is one of the most exciting
and versatile musicians in both the British
jazz and hip-hop scenes. Undoubtedly,
one of the few artists in either genre with
a degree in Modern History from Oxford
University, he has amassed an impressive
list of accolades and awards on both
sides of the Atlantic — including two
MOBO Awards for Best Jazz Act (2003,
2007), and Mercury Prize Nomination for
Album of the Year (2003). More recently,
Kinch has extended his work in music
media becoming the main presenter for
BBC Radio 3's flagship daily jazz show
‘Round Midnight. With an impressive
discography that has covered a wide
range of themes from the Seven Deadly
Sins to slavery/emancipation — Soweto’s
music has seen him tour extensively with
his own ensembles as well as forging
lasting collaborations from the US, India to
Australia and Sudan to Brazil.

© SOWETO-KINCH.COM
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Piano

Double Bass

NICK
JURD

Since graduating from the Guildhall

School of Music and Drama in 2008,
London based Pianist Rick Simpson has
performed with musicians such as Christian
Scott, Eric Harland, Joe Sanders, Michael
Janisch, Soweto Kinch, Ernesto Simpson,
Leo Richardson, Jay Phelps and a host of
musicians living and working in London.

He co-leads the improvising ensemble

Bag Of Bones, as well as a trio and sextet.
In 2020 Simpson released 'Everything All
The Time: Kid A Revisited', a rewrite of the
classic Radiohead album 'Kid A' for Quintet.
Simpson's latest release is a solo album of
electronic music, 'Twice Shaded.

Nick Jurd is a highly respected British
bassist known for his exceptional skill and
sensitivity in both jazz and contemporary
music settings. Based in Birmingham, Jurd
has become a prominent figure in the UK
jazz scene, recognized for his versatile
playing style and deep musicality. Jurd
began studying music at an early age,
initially focusing on the electric bass before
developing a passion for the double bass.
His formal education at the Birmingham
Conservatoire, where he studied jazz,

gave him the technical foundation and
improvisational skills to excel in a wide
variety of musical contexts. As a bassist,
Jurd is known for his rich tone, impeccable
timing, and ability to adapt his sound to

suit any ensemble. His collaborations with
artists like saxophonist Soweto Kinch,
drummer Jonathan Silk (FORJ), and pianist
Andrew Woodhead (Swing You Sinners)
have solidified his reputation as a go-to
bassist for both live performances and
studio recordings. He has toured extensively,
playing at major jazz festivals and venues
around the world, and is often praised for
his intuitive, responsive playing that anchors
complex jazz compositions while still leaving
room for creativity and improvisation.



Drums

LOUIS
HAMILTON-FOAD

Louis Hamilton-Foad is an accomplished
British drummer known for his versatility
and creativity across a variety of musical
genres. Born and raised in Birmingham,
Louis has steadily built a reputation as

a dynamic live performer and session
musician. Playing his first gig at the age
of nine with his late grandad, Jamaican
saxophonist Andy Hamilton’s band, The
Blue Notes, Louis honed his craft through
countless hours of practice, mastering
the technical and expressive aspects of
drumming. His love for jazz, has been a
driving force in his career, where his deep
understanding of rhythm, timing, and
improvisation shines through. Over the
years, Louis has performed with several
ensembles and artists including Soweto
Kinch, Tony Kofi, Ruben Fox and Misha Fox,
Bryan Corbett, Tom Ford, and Malcolm
Gibbons. Louis also leads his own band,
Impossible Conversations.
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Sunday 20 October 2024

PERFORMERS

VIOLINI

Jonathan Martindale*
Jeanin Thorpe
Imogen East
Richard Thomas*
Jane Wright*
Bethan Allmand*
Robert Bilson
Nathan Bomans*
Wendy Quirk
Libby Golding
Emily Chaplais

VIOLINHI

Lowri Porter*
Moritz Pfister*
Catherine Arlidge**
Amy Jones**
Georgia Hannant*
Heather Bradshaw*#
Gabriel Dyker**
Yuriko Matsuda
Tim Birchall*

Tam Mott

Amy Littlewood
Emily Groom

VioLA

Chris Yates**

David BaMaung*
Catherine Bower*#
Michael Jenkinson**
Sarah Malcolm*
Matthew Johnstone
Jessica Tickle*
Helen Roberts

CELLO

Arthur Boutillier*
Miguel Fernandes*
Sarah Berger
Helen Edgar*
Lucy Payne
Cameron Smith
Flora McNicholl
Anna Joubert

DOUBLE BASS
Anthony Alcock*
Julian Atkinson**
Jeremy Watt*
Julian Walters*#

# Recipient of the CBSO Long Service Award

* Supported player

FLUTE

Anna Wolstenholme
Jimena de Vicente

Emmet Byrne*
Rachael Pankhurst*

CLARINETS

Oliver Janes*
Joanna Patton*#

BASSOON

Tony Liu

HORN

Mark Phillips*#
Jeremy Bushell*
Alex Harris

TRUMPET

Jason Lewis*
Kaitlin Wild

TROMBONE

Richard Watkin*
Anthony Howe**
Robert Moseley

TUBA

Daniel Trodden

TIMPANI

Matthew Hardy*

PERCUSSION
Adrian Spillett**
Toby Kearney*

Katherine Thomas*
Aisha Palmer
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Available to buy on vinyl and
stream across all major services
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© ARTWORK BY SOPHIE BASS

"INALL, THIS SUITE
IS THAT RARE THING: AN
ALBUM THAT ESCAPES THE
DOURNESS OF ‘POLITICAL'
MUSIC AND SEEMS WHOLLY
LIFE-AFFIRMING."

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH
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SOWETO KINGH:
WHITE JUJU

This sensational recording from LSO Live
features the world premiere of Soweto
Kinch's new work for jazz quartet and
symphony orchestra, written in response
to the Black Lives Matter movement, Black
British history and the lockdown era.

Beginning with the deafening silence of
quarantine in 2020, it conjures sounds such
as a bird call in Central Park, and the statue
of a slaver crashing into Bristol's River Avon,
interwoven with Kinch's barbed, incisive
lyrics. The piece is deliberately danceable
and intentionally seeks to subvert
expectations of orchestral music.

Kinch's music melds his distinct approach
to jazz and hip hop with classical music:
drawing broad inspiration from European
folklore, the African Diaspora and divisive
national myths to create a uniquely
contemporary tone poem.

White Juju was commissioned by the
London Symphony Orchestra and Serious,
supported as part of Serious' Giant Steps
scheme funded by Help Musicians and
Cockayne Grant for the Arts.

OWNON VINYL

Available to purchase via LSO Live
shorturl.at/pjlDk




THANKYOU

The support we receive from thousands of
individual donors, public funders, businesses

and private foundations allows us to present
extraordinary performances and to create exciting
activities in schools and communities. Your support
makes a huge difference and is much appreciated.

PUBLIC FUNDERS PRINCIPAL SPONSOR
et | s " | Birmingham
s é,'}éf,f,f.’é’ Nl City Council SCC

CORPORATE PARTNERS
. CHARLES ‘l.'
IDLA PIPER Deloitte STANLEY. SOFAS&STUEE HYATT
Wealth Managers REGENCY
NICHOLLS
BRIMBLE
@ Marsh i)
SOUCITORS
EDUCATION PARTNERS

i Services x SHIRELAND
IR e R ation <Y CESOAGADENY

STRATEGIC & IN-KIND
Y,V
* Chamber ’A’A’
G . Wast Midlands WestMidlands
srowth Comy Metro

EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTERS

Thank you also to our Major Donors, Benefactors, Circles Members,
Patrons, Friends and Trusts & Foundations for their generous support.

To view a comprehensive list of supporters please visit
cbso.co.uk/support-us/thank-you or scan the QR code.
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UPGOMING
CONCERTS...

&

SECKOU KEITA: AFRICAN RHAPSODIES

The kora and the orchestra combine for
these evocative Rhapsodies.

Wed 27 Nov 2024, 7:30pm

KAZUKI CONDUCTS DVORAK 9

Kazuki Yamada leads the CBSO in
Dvorak’s famous ‘New World’ Symphony

Fri 14 Feb 2025, 7pm

MONK & MILES DAVIS

Jazz: reimagined, with the Xhosa Cole
Quartet and Guy Barker.

Thu 20 Mar 2025, 7:30pm

Book online at cbso.co.uk or call the
B:Music Box Office on 0121 780 3333

From priority booking to members’
events and behind-the-scenes
information, there are plenty of
reasons to join the CBSO.

But it is the people themselves
who are at the very heart of our
membership. CBSO members

can enjoy the chance to share the
company of musicians and artists
and meet new like-minded friends.

—— JOINTHEFAMILY ——

Simply visit cbso.co.uk/
membership to sign up online,
or call Rachel Cooper on

0121 616 6510.

We look forward to welcoming
you to the family!




Arrive by Metro
and immerse yourself
in the music

Enjoy your orchestra
experience with ((ﬂ
discounted tram travel Tl

and free Park 'n' Ride.
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Proud to be Birmingham's Orchestra

City of |
Birmingham

Symphony

Orchestra All

CBSO.CO.UK

Follow us on EAns

Facebook, Instagram,

TikTok and X

@TheCBSO We'd love to hear from you!

CBSO Centre Complete our survey and be in with the
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF chance of winning a £50 voucher for a
information@cbso.co.uk restaurant of your choice.

0121 616 6500 We're working to better understand our

audiences, and by completing a survey
following a CBSO concert, you can opt in
to be entered into the prize draw.

If you'd like to share any additional
feedback, or have any questions, please
email us at marketing@cbso.co.uk.

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme was
correct at the time of going to print. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
Cover photo: soweto-kinch.com. Print: emmersonpress.co.uk



