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Francesca Chiejina
Soprano

INTRODUCGTION

| am so looking forward to kicking off the new year
with the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra
with a dazzling programme of Viennese music.

Some of the music we will perform in this
concert has been part of my life for a long
time. Strauss’ Morgen is a piece | have lived
with longest. Back when | was a student at
the University of Michigan, | had the honour
of hearing Renée Fleming in concert at

the Hill Auditorium, where she sang this
song, and | remember distinctly the huge
impact Strauss' Morgen had on me -
immediately | wanted to learn and sing it
myself! The song came up again in my final
year Masters recital at Guildhall School of
Music & Drama. Now | am older | actually
find it more intimidating to sing, knowing
the gravitas of the piece, but as | reflect on
how it has developed through my career, |
especially look forward to revisiting it once
again with the CBSO.

Viennese music in general is quite playful
and dramatic at times, making it super fun
to perform. Strauss’ Ich Liebe Dich is quite
masculine for Strauss’ writing — it is very
broad, with a bravado-like orchestration.
Lehar's music is dramatic, but in a different

way to Strauss’: Meine Lippen is sung by
the character Giuditta and cheekily boasts
about her new position as a nightclub
dancer. Lehar loves to tell an exaggerated
story with his music, making them the
trickiest to learn but the most fun to listen
to as an audience member!

| am so happy to be back in Birmingham

at the start of this new year, performing

my debut with the CBSO after many trips
here to sing with the Birmingham Opera
Company. | hope you enjoy this concert too
— it certainly will keep you on your toes!
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Strauss Jr., Entrance March from The Gypsy Baron, 3mins

Strauss, Ich Liebe Dich No.2, 3mins*
Lehar, Land of Smiles Overture, 9mins
Strauss Jr., Elyen A Magyar Polka, 3mins
Strauss, Morgen, 4mins*

Strauss, Ich Trage Meine Minne, 3mins*
Korngold, Straussiana, 8mins

Interval

Lehar, Gold and Silver Waltzes, 7mins
Binge, Fair Frou Frou, 3mins

Lehar, Meine Lippen, 7mins*

Strauss Jr., Romance No. in D minor, 5mins
Strauss Jr., Pizzicato Polka, 4mins
Lehar, The Merry Widow: Vilja, 7mins*
Strauss Jr., Blue Danube, 11mins

Stephen Bell Conductor
Francesca Chiejina Soprano*

We are happy for you to take photos and short videos
at our concerts during applause breaks. We ask that
you are mindful of disturbing artists and other audience
members. Please dim the brightness on your phone,
and do not use your flash.

Principal Funders:

€0y, | sumportedusngpublc fundng by

ARTS COUNCIL
ENGLAND

®

Birmingham
" | City Co%ncil

We also regularly take photographs for promotional
use, so you may see a professional photographer at our
concerts. Please ask a member of the front of house
team if you have any questions about this.

To ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the
performance, please make sure your mobile phone is
set to silent.

_dscc



Sunday 5 January 2025
Symphony Hall, Birmingham

VIENNESE NEW YEAR

The perfect pick-me-up for a Sunday afternoon in early
January, offering the sparkle of Vienna right here in
Birmingham. There's something incredibly romantic and
truly joyful about elegant waltzes, playful polkas and light-
hearted operetta. So, let the CBSO whirl you into a new
year feeling romanced, revitalised and ready for 2025!

Where the Alps give way to the rolling
fields of Central Europe — and where the
Europe of wine and song meets the Europe
of beer and dance - stands the city of
Vienna. It's a crossroads of Europe, and in
its Imperial golden age it was the city of
everyone’s dreams, the heart of an empire
that stretched from Alpine glaciers to the
Ukrainian steppes, and from the lemon-
groves of [taly to the bear-infested forests
of Bohemia. On the streets of Vienna you
might meet Italians, Poles, Czechs and
Hungarians; you'd see rabbis from Galicia,
Bosnian Muslims in red fezzes, and Romani
violinists from the hills of Transylvania.

And when they met, they danced: to

racy operettas, polkas that fizzed like
champagne, and of course, to dreamy,
endlessly seductive waltzes. Viennese
music is as colourful — and as multicultural
- as the city itself, and in Vienna's ballrooms
and cafés, everyone got a slice of the fun.
But this waltzing empire had two halves,
and the ancient Kingdom of Hungary was
fiercely proud of its own national culture
and traditions. From 1867 it demanded that
the Austrian Empire should be known as
Austria-Hungary.

HEART’S DELIGHT

Still, where politicians saw problems, a
musical entrepreneur like Johann Strauss

Il - Vienna's so-called “waltz king” - saw
opportunity. He set his operetta The Gypsy
Baron (1885) deep in rural Hungary, and
this comedy of love, war and pig farming
was a smash in both Vienna and Budapest.
The brilliant Entrance March combines the
sizzle of Hungarian folksong with the swing
and snap of an Austrian military march. It's
Austria-Hungary in a musical nutshell -
win: win!

Richard Strauss was no relation to Johann;
just his greatest fan (“If only!” was his usual
response when people made that perfectly
understandable mistake). He was born in
Munich, but like Mozart, Beethoven and
Brahms he moved to Vienna and swiftly
became more Viennese than the Viennese.
He even turned his hand to the occasional
waltz. His real genius, though, was for
super-romantic song, and the title of the
passionate Ich liebe dich (| love you) (1898)
tells you exactly what to expect.

Franz Lehar was another adopted son of
Vienna (his family was Hungarian) though
as an army bandmaster’s kid he was at
home wherever his father’s regiment was

S110NJWNYH904d
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stationed. Vienna was where he made his
fortune, though - writing operettas (popular
comic operas) that were the blockbuster
musicals of their day. The Land of Smiles
(1929) is a culture-clash romance: the love
story of a handsome Chinese diplomat and
the beautiful Lisa — who soon finds that
although you can take the girl out of Vienna,
you can't..well, you get the picture. The
overture sets the mood and previews the
show’s greatest hits. You might recognise
one of them by its English name, You Are
My Heart’s Delight.

Vienna isn't Vienna without a dash of
Eastern spice, and you can almost taste the
paprika in Johann Strauss II's fiery quick
polka, Eljen a Magyar! (Hurray for Hungary!)
(1869). Passion was never far from the
surface, though it could blossom in the
most delicate ways. In Richard Strauss’s
song Morgen, written in 1894 as a wedding
gift for his wife (a soprano), the singer never
actually sings the lovely melody — instead,
they seem to caress and embrace it with
their voice. The tune of Ich trage meine
minne (1896) could almost be a folk song,

if only it didn't get quite so hot under the
collar. Once again, it's all about love...

FAR AWAY AND LONG AGO...

Music was in the air in Vienna, and once

in a generation it produced a miracle like
Erich Wolfgang Korngold - one of the most
astonishing child prodigies in musical
history. He started composing at the age

of seven, and cynics whispered that his
father Julius, a famous music critic, was

the real composer. Julius’s answer was
indignant: “If | could write music like that,
why would | be a critic?” When the Jewish
Korngold family fled the Nazis, Erich found
a new career in Hollywood. But he never
forgot the Vienna he'd loved — the Vienna of
Johann Strauss. In 1953, in Los Angeles, he
thought back to his magical boyhood and
created Straussiana — a nostalgic medley
of melodies by the Strauss family, sprinkled
with Korngold’s special brand of orchestral
stardust.

A lifetime earlier — in happier days — it
was dance music that had given Lehar

his big break. The glamorous Princess
Pauline von Metternich wasn't known for
understatement, and at her fabulous Gold
and Silver Ball in January 1902, the ballroom
was decorated with gilded palm trees

and the ceiling was studded with golden
stars. For music, she took a chance on the
young Lehar, inviting him to “write a waltz
that will make you famous overnight”. Gold
and Silver is the result — a truly sumptuous
waltz, in which the melodies themselves
seem to drip with jewels.

Of course, Vienna wasn't the only city

of dance — Faire Frou-Frou captures the
high-kicking spirit of the Parisian can-can,
which is all the more remarkable when

you consider that it was written in 1957 by
Derby’s very own Ronald Binge (best known
to Radio 4 night owls as the composer of
Sailing By). Lehar’s imagination roamed far
and wide too, and his final operetta Giuditta
(1934) is the steamy tale of a flame-haired
beauty who leads her lovers to ruin across

PHOTOGRAPH OF JOHANN STRAUSS Il BY FRITZ
LUCKHARDT. CC BY 4.0, VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS.



It's just a shimmer of violins, and
three simple notes on the horn,
but within seconds, Strauss has
created a world.

Italy and North Africa. In this smouldering
little number, Giuditta deploys all her
charms. She begins in a blaze of Latin
passion, but before long she's gliding into
— what else? - a seductive Viennese waltz:
Meine Lippen sie kiissen so heiss.

DANGING ALL OVER
THE WORLD

Hot stuff: it's no wonder that Viennese
music was in worldwide demand. In the
nineteenth century Johann Strauss Il

took his famous orchestra on tour all over
Europe, and for many years they played an
annual summer season in the elegant resort
of Pavlovsk, near St Petersburg. Strauss
knew his audience well, and in 1860,
specially for his Russian public, he wrote
this soulful Romance for cello, harp and
orchestra. Ever the diplomat, he dedicated

it to one of his celebrity fans: the beautiful
(and wealthy) Georgian princess Caterina
Dadiani. He called it Une Pensée — just a
“little thought”. What could be simpler?
Well, how about the Pizzicato Polka, which
Johann co-wrote with his brother Josef in
18697 It does exactly what it says on the
tin - the string instruments are plucked
(pizzicato) all the way through. Audiences
went wild.

And they really went wild for Lehar’s
operetta The Merry Widow. Premiered in
Vienna in 1905, The Merry Widow was the
Hamilton, Wicked and Les Misérables of
the Edwardian era, all rolled into one. Before
long, it had conquered London and New
York too: Lehar was rich, and a Widow-
crazy public could buy "Merry Widow"
biscuits, hats, salads, shoes, cocktails and
cigars. Tunes like Vilja are the reason why

- a pretend folksong about a lovesick water-
nymph, sung by our millionairess heroine
Hanna as she sets her cap at the one man
in Paris who isn't interested in her bank
balance. Wait and see - you'll be humming
it for days.

But there's only one way to end a ball in
Vienna — with the waltz that's become the
city's unofficial anthem. “Sadly not by me”
scribbled Johannes Brahms on the score
of Johann Strauss II's The Blue Danube
(1867). Make no mistake - this music can
hold its head up beside Beethoven. Take
those opening bars. It's just a shimmer of
violins, and three simple notes on the horn,
but within seconds, Strauss has created a
world. Feel the back of your neck tingle, and
your toes begin to tap — and let the rhythm
do the rest.

© Richard Bratby
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Conductor
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© ERIC RICHMOND

STEPHEN BELL

Stephen Bell studied at the Royal College
of Music under the renowned conductor
Norman Del Mar. February 2022 saw his
appointment as Principal Guest Conductor
of the RTE Concert Orchestra. Prior to

this, he was appointed Artistic Director of
the City of Oxford Orchestra in 2009 and
Associate Conductor of the Hallé in 2013,

a position he still holds. Stephen’s recent
discography includes critically acclaimed
CDs on the ASV, Naxos and Dutton labels.
He has extensive broadcasting experience,
frequently appearing on Classic FM as
well as on BBC radio and television. Past
highlights include conducting the Queen's
Jubilee Concert at Chatsworth House, a
tribute concert for Stanley Black at the
Royal Festival Hall, a gala event for Prince
Charles at Windsor Castle, the memorial
concert for Alistair Cooke at Westminster
Abbey, the award-winning Pitch Perfect for
BBC TV's Children in Need at Wembley
with the BBC Singers, the televised Music
Nation concert from the Clyde Auditorium
and Texas with the BBC Scottish Symphony
Orchestra at the Barrowland Ballroom for
BBC Music Day 2017.



Soprano

Nigerian-American soprano Francesca
Chiejina is a graduate of the Guildhall
School of Music and Drama and the Jette
Parker Young Artists Programme at the
Royal Opera House. Recent highlights
include Jo Ann in Michael Tippet's New
Year (Birmingham Opera) title role Semele
(Blackheath Halls), the world premiere of
Jonathan Dove's Odyssey (Bristol Beacon),
Miss Jessel The Turn of the Screw (Opera
Glass Works), Mimi La boheme (Nevill Holt
& English Touring Opera) and concerts
with The Orchestra of Opera North and The
Kaleidoscope Chamber Collective. On the
concert platform she has performed with
such orchestras as the Sinfonia of London
at the BBC Proms, The Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra, The Gabrieli Consort & Players
and the BBC Philharmonic. Chiejina is a
featured soloist on the albums Transfigured
(Chandos) with the Kaleidoscope Chamber
Collective, Our Imperfect Century (Delphian)
with Fleur Barron and Natalie Burch and
Rogers and Hammerstein's Carousel
(Chandos) with John Wilson and the Sinfonia
of London.Next month she reprises her role
as the soprano soloist in Crystal Pite's Light
of Passage with the Royal Ballet.

FRANGESGA GHIEJINA

S3IHdV490i1d
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Sunday 5 January 2025

PERFORMERS

VIOLINI

Jonathan Martindale*
Madeleine Pickering
Richard Thomas*
Mark Robinson
Bethan Allmand*
Robbie Bilson
Wendy Quirk

Cathy Chambers
Olivia Jago

Anais Boyadjieva
Emily Chaplais

VIOLIN2

Emily Davis
Moritz Pfister*
Amy Jones**
Heather Bradshaw*#
Gabriel Dyker*#
Bryony Morrison*
Tim Birchall*
Tam Mott

Yuriko Matsuda
Amy Littlewood
Henry Salmon

VIOLA

Adam Romer**
Michael Jenkinson**
David BaMaung*
Jessica Tickle*

Amy Thomas*
Laura Cooper
Henrietta Ridgeon
Alma Orr-Ewing

CELLO

Arthur Boutillier*

David Powell*

Kate Setterfield*#

Catherine
Ardagh-Walter*#

Helen Edgar*#

DOUBLE BASS
Anthony Alcock*
Julian Atkinson**
Jeremy Watt*
Julian Walters*#

# Recipient of the CBSO Long Service Award

* Supported player

FLUTE

Marie-Christine
Zupancic**

Veronika Klirova**

PICCOLO

Helen Benson*

Emmet Byrne**
Rachael Pankhurst*#

CLARINETS

Oliver Janes**
Joanna Patton**

BASS CLARINET

Mark O'Brien*

BASSOON

Nikolaj Henriques*
Tony Liu

HORN

Elspeth Dutch**
Neil Shewan
Dan Curzon
Jack Sewter
Martin Wright*#

TRUMPET

Jason Lewis*
Jon Sheppherd
Jonathan Quirk**

TROMBONE
Richard Watkin*
Anthony Howe**

BASS TROMBONE

David Vines**

TUBA

James Tavares

TIMPANI

Matthew Hardy*

PERCUSSION
Adrian Spillett?
Andrew Herbert
Toby Kearney*

Katherine Thomas*

PIANO

James Keefe

08499 311 133N
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Our work is only possible because
of our kind supporters and donors.

THANKYOU

EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTERS

The following supporters have developed the CBSO's

world-class excellence and community reach by
offering exceptional philanthropic support to the
CBSO and CBSO Development Trust — thank you!

City of Birmingham Orchestral Endowment Fund

John Osborn CBE

David and Sandra Burbidge (Eugene Tzikindelean):
supporters of the Burbidge leader position

Sir Dominic and Lady Cadbury

Alison and Jamie Justham

Barry & Frances Kirkham

Maurice Millward

Jerry Sykes (Catherine Ardagh-Walter)

Peter How (Tim Birchall)

Chris and Jane Loughran (Jonathan Martindale)

BENEFACTORS AND DONORS

We are grateful to the following
supporters for their major contributions.

Viv and Hazel Astling
Peter and Isabel Churcher
Jane Epstein
John Cole and Jennie Howe (Richard Thomas)
David Knibb in memory of Lorraine (Jonathan Quirk)
Anita and Wyn Griffiths
lan McAlpine
Patrick and Tricia McDermott
(Helen Edgar and Rachael Pankhurst)
Felonious Mongoose in memory of Dolores
(Jason Lewis)
Gay Nebel
Christopher Oakley
S Randon

TRUSTS AND FOUNDATIONS

29th May 1961 Charitable Trust
Art Mentor Foundation Lucerne
The Austin And Hope
Pilkington Trust
Backstage Trust
Baron Davenport's Charity
Clive Richards Foundation
Dumbreck Charity
Dunard Fund
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation
Fidelio Charitable Trust
Garfield Weston Foundation
George Fentham
Birmingham Charity
GJW Turner Trust
Grantham Yorke Trust
Idlewild Trust
John Ellerman Foundation
John Horniman's
Children's Trust
The Leverhulme Trust
Miss Albright Grimley Charity

Rix-Thompson-Rothenberg
Foundation

Scops Arts Trust

The Alan Woodfield
Charitable Trust

The Andor Charitable Trust

The Charles Brotherton Trust

The D'Oyly Carte
Charitable Trust

The Edward and Dorothy
Cadbury Trust

The Fenton Arts Trust

The George Henry
Collins Charity

The Golsoncott Foundation

The Grey Court Trust

The Grimmitt Trust

The Helen Rachael Mackaness
Charitable Trust

The JABBS Foundation

The John Avins Trust

The John Feeney
Charitable Trust
The LJC Fund
The Lord Austin Trust
The M K Rose Charitable Trust
The MacRobert Trust
The McLay Dementia Trust
The Oakley Charitable Trust
The Perry Family
Charitable Trust
The Patrick Trust
The Rachel Baker
Memorial Charity
The Rigby Foundation
The Roger and Douglas Turner
Charitable Trust
The Rowlands Trust
The S and D Lloyd Charity
The Saintbury Trust
The Uncle Bill Trust
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THE SOUND OF THE FUTURE

The Sound of the Future is our £12.5m fundraising
campaign. Launched to mark the CBSO's centenary,
it will ensure the Orchestra's future of the benefit of
everyone across Birmingham and the West Midlands.

If you would like to find out more, or make a gift to support
our campaign, please visit cbso.co.uk/support-us
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Over 1,500 members contribute annually to ensure the Orchestra’s vital work both on
and off the concert platform can happen. Thank you to each and every one of you.

SYMPHONY CIRCLE

John Cole and Jennie Howe
(Richard Thomas)

Gill and Jonathan Evans
(Charlotte Skinner)

Anita and Wyn Griffiths

Len Hughes and Jacquie Blake
(Anthony Alcock)

David Knibb, in memory of Lorraine
(Jonathan Quirk)

lan and Pam MacLennan
(Mark Phillips)

Roger and Jenny Otto,
in memory of Juliet

Graham Russell and Gloria Bates
(Georgia Hannant)

Mark and Amanda Smith
(Catherine Bower)

and our other anonymous supporters.

LONDON CIRCLE

Philip Abrams and Ida Levine
Richard and Patricia Burbidge
David and Marilyn Clark
Peggy Czyzak-Dannenbaum
Andrew Deacon

Belinda McMicking

Kannahi S Muthalagappan and family
Fergus Randolph

Graeme and Sue Sloan

Hattie and Tony Smart

CONCERTO CIRCLE
Viv and Hazel Astling (Lowri Porter)
John Bartlett (Mark O'Brien)
The Barwell Charitable Trust
Allan and Jennifer Buckle
(Helen Benson)
Jill' S Cadbury (Julia Aberg)
Charlie and Louise Craddock
(Bethan Allmand)
Judith Cutler and Keith Miles
David Gregory (Nate Bomans)
The Andrew Harris Charitable Trust
Dr Allan Hough (Arthur Boutellier)
Peter How (Tim Birchall)
Alison and Jamie Justham
(David Vines)
Valerie Lester (Jacqueline Tyler)
Carole McKeown and David Low
(Miguel Fernandes)
Paddy and Wendy Martin
(David BaMaung)
Patrick and Tricia McDermott
(Helen Edgar and
Rachael Pankhurst)
Philip and Clare Moore
(Katherine Thomas)
Gay Nebel and Trevor Clarke
(Bryony Morrison)

Frank North

Angela O'Farrell and Michael Lynes
(Toby Kearney)

Joe O'Meara

Dianne Page (Catherine Arlidge)

Simon and Margaret Payton
(Julian Atkinson)

Robert Perkin

Margaret Rogers (Moritz Pfister)

Mr D P Spencer (Oliver Janes)

Lesley Thomson (Jessica Tickle)

Adam Tickell and Bridget Kelly

Basil and Patricia Turner
(Marie-Christine Zupancic)

In memory of Howard Vero
(Richard Watkin)

Catherine Wall

Michael Ward

Diana and Peter Wardley
(Oliver Janes)

Isabel, Peter and Christopher,

in loving memory of Ernest
(Elspeth Dutch)

Robert Wilson (Emmet Byrne)

and our other anonymous supporters.

The following players are supported
by anonymous members of the
Overture, Concerto and Symphony
Circles, to whole we are very grateful:
Mark Goodchild

Sarah Malcolm

Joanna Patton

Adam Romer

Jeremy Watt

OVERTURE CIRCLE
Jan Adams in memory of Mike
(Eduardo Vassallo)
Katherine Aldridge,
in memory of Chris
Michael Allen in memory of Yvonne
Miss J L Arthur (Julian Walters)
Kiaran Asthana
Mr M K Ayers
Peter and Jane Baxter
Christine and Neil Bonsall
Mrs Jennifer Brooks
in memory of David (Julia Aberg)
Helen Chamberlain in memory of
Allan Chamberlain (Sally Morgan)
Dr Anthony Cook and Ms Susan Elias
Robin and Kathy Daniels
Julian and Lizzie Davey
Jenny Dawson
Dr Judith Dewsbury
in memory of Tony (Kate Setterfield)
Alan Faulkner
Elisabeth Fisher (Colette Overdijk)
Mary and Tony Hale

Cliff Hubbold
In memory of Harry and Rose Jacobi
Mr Michael and Mrs Elaine Jones
John and Jenny Kendall
John Kent, in memory of Lisa
(Veronika Klirova)
Jane Lewis
Richard Lewis
James and Anthea Lloyd
Tim Marshall (Nikolaj Henriques)
Carol Miller
Philip Mills
Paul and Elaine Murray
lan C Norton
Andrew Orchard and Alan Jones
Rob Page
Sir Michael and Lady Joan Perry
Dr John Peterson
Rosalyn and Philip Phillips
Julie and Tony Phillips
Clive and Cynthia Prior
lan Richards
Shirley Robinson
Dr Roger Shinton
Eleanor Sinton (Adrian Spillett)
Mr A M and Mrs R J Smith
Pam and Alistair Smith
William Smith
Jan and Peter Sterling
(Jeremy Bushell)
Mr M and Mrs S A Squires
Brenda Sumner
Janet and Michael Taplin
Tenors of the CBSO Chorus
(Joanna Patton)
Alan Titchmarsh MBE
(Matthew Hardy)
Mr R Jand Mrs M Walls
Jonathan Waterfield
Shearer West
Mr E M Worley CBE and
Mrs A Worley DL
Richard and Emma Yorke
Roy Walton
and our other anonymous supporters.

GOLD PATRON

Richard Allen and Gail Barron
Angel and Stephen Bottley
Mike Bowden

Patrick Burns

Lady Cadbury

Mr C J M Carrier

Christine and John Carroll
Tim Clarke and family
Professor and Mrs M H Cullen
Roger and Liz Dancey

Sir lan and Lady Dove

Geoff and Dorothy Fearnehough



Nicola Fleet-Milne

Susan and John Franklin

Mr R Furlong and Ms M Penlington
Insa Nolte and Simon Green
John Gregory in memory of Janet
Tony and Shirley Hall

Dr Melvyn Kershaw

Carmel and Anthony Mason
Nigel and Sarah Moores

Chris and Eve Parker

Phillipa and Laurence Parkes
David Wright and Rachel Parkins
Chris and Sue Payne

Canon Dr Terry Slater

Dr Barry and Mrs Marian Smith
Pam Snell

lan and Ann Standing

Bryan and Virginia Turner
William and Janet Vincent

Revd T and Mrs S Ward

and our other anonymous supporters.

SILVER PATRON
Mr SV Barber
Mr P G Battye
Paul Bond
Mr A D and Mrs M Campbell
Dr Anand Chitnis MBE and
Mrs Sarah Chitnis
Peter and Jane Christopher
Jane Fielding and Benedict Coleman
Alan Cook
David Crawford-Clarke
Mrs A P Crockson
Dr Margaret Davis and Dr John Davis
Alistair Dow
Naomi and David Dyker
Paul and Sandi Evans
Peter Gorbing
Mrs D R Greenhalgh
Sue Clodd and Mike Griffiths
Cliff Haresign
Bob and Elizabeth Keevil
Rodney and Alyson Kettel
Rebecca King,
in loving memory of lan
Mr Peter T Marsh
James and Meg Martineau
Peter and Julia Maskell
Dr and Mrs Bernard Mason
Anthony and Barbara Newson
Richard Newton
Mrs A J Officer
Liz and Keith Parkes
John Peniket
Mr R Perkins and Miss F Hughes
Dr and Mrs Plewes
Revd Canon Richard & Mrs Gill Postill
Kath and Mike Poulter

Eileen Poxton in memory of
Reg Poxton

Dr and Mrs R C Repp

Ray Smith

Shelia and Vic Stenning

Andy Street

John and Dorothy Tesh

Professor and Mrs J A Vale

Tony and Hilary Vines

Peter Walling

Stephen Williams

John and Daphne Wilson

Geoff and Moira Wyatt

and our other anonymous supporters.

PATRON

Elisabeth & Sherzad Al-Khalifa

Mrs Thérése Allibon

Lloyd Allington

Val and Graham Bache

Andrew Baker and Anne Almond

John Baldwin

Andrew Barnell

Mr and Mrs Barnfield

Di Bass

Paul Beckwith

Mr | L Bednall

Peter and Gill Bertinat

Philip and Frances Betts

Mrs Ann Billen

Michael and Beryl Blood

Bridget Blow CBE

Anthony and Jenni Bradbury

Dr Jane Flint Bridgewater and
Mr Kenneth Bridgewater

Mr Arthur Brooker

Ross Browning

Mr G H & Mrs J M Butler

Benedict and Katharine Cadbury

Jeannie Cadman

Elizabeth Ceredig

Carole and Richard Chillcott

Dr A J Cochran

Dee and Paul Cocking

Mrs S M Coote in memory of John

D and M Coppage

Maureen and Malcolm Cornish

Luned Corser

Maurice and Ann Crutchlow

Sue Dalley and Martin Willis

Robert and Barbara Darlaston

Lynda and Lesley Davies-Bailey

Trevor Davis

Kath Deakin

Dr J Dilkes

Brian and Mary Dixon

Thomas Dobson

Barbara Donaldson

Terry Dougan and Christina Lomas

John Drury
Catherine Duke
Linda and William Edmondson
Alex and Fran Elder
Miss E W Evans
Mr G L & Mrs D Evans
Dr D W Eyre-Walker
Chris Fonteyn MBE
Alan and Christine Giles
Prof J Gilkison and Prof T Hocking
R and J Godfrey
Jill Godsall
Peter Gorbing
Laura Greenaway, in memory of
David Richards
In Memory of Jack and Pam Nunn
Roger and Gaye Hadley
Miss A R Haigh
Stephen Hale and Stephen Wood
Mr W L Hales
Malcolm Harbour
lan Hartland
Phil Haywood in memory of Ann
Keith Herbert and Pat Gregory
Susan Holmes in memory of Peter
Valerie and David Howitt
Penny Hughes
Lord Hunt of Kings Heath
Henry and Liz Ibberson
MrRME & Mrs V Irving
Ken and Chris Jones
Paul Juler
Mrs P Keane
Mr and Mrs R Kirby
Bill Lane
Brian Langton
Colin and Joan Lapworth
Mrs D Larkam
Steve Leonard and Debbie Fuller
Professor David London
Gill and Philip Marshall
Geoff and Jenny Mason
Mr A A McLintock
Patro Mobsby
Geoff Mullett
P Jand H | B Mulligan
Mrs M M Nairn
Richard and Shirley Newby
Richard Newton and
Katharine Francis
Brian Noake
Ms E Norton OBE
Marie and John O'Brien
Mrand Mrs R T Orme
S J Osborne
Nigel Packer
Rod Parker and Lesley Biddle
Graham and Bobbie Perry
Dr Ken and Diana Pollock
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Neal Porter

David and Julia Powell

Gill Powell and John Rowlatt

C Predota

Roger Preston

Richard and Lynda Price

John Randall and Ling Ong

Dr and Mrs K Randle

John Rawnsley and Hanne Hoeck

Mr Gary Richardson and
Mr Charles Rumford

Katy and David Ricks

Peter and Pauline Roe

Jane and Peter Rowe

Helen Rowett and David Pelteret

Dr Gwynneth Roy

Steve and Barbara Royston

Mrs L J Sadler

In memory of Cliff Sage

Carole and Chris Sallnow

Stephen Saltaire

William and Eileen Saunders

Margaret and Andrew Sherrey

Dr and Mrs Shrank

Keith Shuttleworth

Elizabeth Simons

Mr N R Skelding

Ed Smith

Mary Smith and Brian Gardner
in memory of John and Jen

Matthew Somerville and
Deborah Kerr

Lyn Stephenson

Anne Stock

Mr and Mrs J B Stuffins

J E Sutton

Barbara Taylor in memory of
Michael Taylor

Claire Tilt

Mrs J H Upward

Robert van Elst

Bob and Louise Vivian

Kit Ward

Ann Warne

Neil Warren

Mrs M L Webb

Elisabeth and Keith Wellings

Mr and Mrs J West

Pippa Whittaker

John and Pippa Wickson

Richard and Mary Williams

Barry and Judith Williamson

John Winterbottom

Caroline and Richard York

and our other anonymous supporters.

CHORUS PATRON
Lawrence Bacon
Josephine Mesa Bandres
Sarah Beedle

Di Charles

Richard Cook
Catherine Foster
Steve Gibbs
Elizabeth Haines
Halsey Family

David & Gill Fletcher
Catherine Foster
Andrew Halstead

Thomas Hazell
Hugh Houghton
lan Howarth
Barbara Hulse
Val Lewis

Moyra Morton
Sarah Padmore
Richard Prew

Pet Worm

Phil Rawle

Sarah Russell
Jean Scott

Ed Sykes

Hugh Thomson
Gordon J Thornett
Rosemary Watts
Jeanette Wong
and our other anonymous supporters.

LEGACY DONORS

The late Mrs Abbott

The late Anne Adams

In memory of Chris Aldridge

The late Trevor Almond

In memory of Peter Ashton

In memory of Foley L Bates

The late Terence Baum

The late Elizabeth Bathurst Blencowe

The late Mr Peter Black

The Late Miss G Brant

The late Mary Brown

The late Michael Brown

The late Richard Busby

The late | M Chesner

The late Colin W Clarke

The late Roy Collins

David in memory of Ruth

The late Mr Peter Day

The late K Draper

The late Ivor Dudley

The late Miss Margery Elliott

The late Eileen Fairhurst

The late Mary Fellows

The late Elnora Ferguson

The late Anne Fletcher

The late June Fluck

The late Wally Francis

The late Alan Goodwin

The late Colin Graham

The late Averil and Terry Green

The late Kenneth Guest

The late Mrs Marjorie Hildreth

The late Roger Hill

The late Estella Hindley

The late Patricia Homeshaw

The late Mr Hucker

The late Rosalind Jackson

The late William Jones

The late Michael Jordan

The late Mrs Thelma Justham

The late Beresford King-Smith

The late Professor Robert Knecht

The late Mr John Thomas Knight

The late Mr and Mrs F. McDermott
and Mrs C. Hall

The late Blyth and Myriam Major

The late Mrs Mahon

The late Joyce Middleton

The late Christine Miller

The late Peter and Moyra Monahan
The late Arthur Mould
The late June North
The late Martin Purdy
The late Cyril Reeves
In memory of David Reeve,

a true music lover
The late J Renwick
The late Frederick Richardson
The late Mrs Edith Roberts
The late Trevor Robinson
The late John Roe
The late Mr Andrew Roulstone
The late Carl Schwalbe
The late Thomas Edward Scott
The late Barbara Shields
The late Margaret Skene
The late Mrs C E Smith
The late Mrs Sylvia Stirman
The late Marion Stone
The late Mrs Eileen Summers
The late Sheri Tullah
The late Lorraine Westcott
The late David Wilson

Our anonymous donors and those
that have pledged to support

the CBSO through a legacy gift

in the future.

Credits correct as of
9 December 2024



INSPIRE GHILDREN TO
EXPLORE THE WORLD
OF LIVE MUSIC!

This February, we want to welcome more
than 14,000 young people into the concert
hall, a further 10,000 online, and engage
with more than 60 new schools! Many of
these young people will be experiencing live
orchestral music for the very first time! Our
Schools’ Concerts are here to make these
moments special!

Delivering these tailored concerts costs
over £160K. Income from ticket sales
and generous support from Services for
Education covers just over half of this,
but we are left with around £90,000 to
fundraise through trust and foundations
and philanthropic individuals like you.

The CBSO is a registered charity in England (No. 506276).
Address: CBSO Centre, Berkley Street, Birmingham, B1 2LF

© HANNAH FATHERS

We hope every child in the West Midlands
leaves school with a passion for music.

By supporting our 2025 Schools’ Concerts
Appeal, you help build crucial connections
between the CBSO and schools across
the region.

With generous support from anonymous
donors, we have £10,000 of match-funding
available! If you can, please help us continue
to deliver inspirational music to young people
across the West Midlands by donating online
today, doubling your donation and impact!

DONATE TODAY

To donate please
scan the QR code
or visit cbso.co.uk/
schools-appeal
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Symphony Hall
Wednesday 15 January 2025, 7:30pm

ROMEO & JULIET

A celebration of Ukraine, and the most
famous romance in literature.

Experience this astonishing wealth of talent
with an unusual concerto for voice and two
colourful treatments of Romeo and Juliet.

Symphony Hall
Thursday 1 May 2025, 2:15pm

KAZUKI CONDUCTS

A waltz, a dance at the gym, and all the
fun of the fair!

You'll have a hard time keeping to your seat
in this programme of dances and fantastical
scenes led by Kazuki Yamada.

BOOKNOW
Book online at cbso.co.uk or call the B:Music Box Office on 0121780 3333

Symphony Hall
Sunday 26 January 2025, 3pm

GBSO WINDS
PLAYS MOZART

Two pearls of beauty for wind ensemble.

Clyne's wind ‘dectet’ portrays both the
seabed, and the playful, sometimes sinister,
creatures and forces within. Mozart's Gran
Partita is simply sublime.

Symphony Hall
Thursday 10 April 2025, 7:30pm

KAZUKI CONDUCTS
MAHLER 9

Be inspired by two soulful, uplifting
masterworks.

In the midst of death there is life: despite the
solemn circumstances, these works have
incredible spirit, even joy at times.




GIVE THE GIFT OF A
GBS0 MEMBERSHIP
THIS FESTIVE
SEASON!

Give the gift of a CBSO membership this
festive season! Meet CBSO musicians,
soloists and conductors and sit in on
amazing rehearsals at Symphony Hall.
Enjoy trips to the BBC Proms, afternoon
teas and priority booking, plus much more.

JOIN THE FAMILY

Simply visit cbso.co.uk/membership
to sign up online, or call Georgina
Anderson on 0121 616 6510.

We look forward to welcoming
you to the CBSO family!




Proud to be Birmingham's Orchestra

City of
Birmingham
Symphony
Orchestra

CBSO.CO.UK

Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and X
@TheCBSO

CBSO Centre

Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF
information@cbso.co.uk

0121 616 6500

WE'RE
ALL
EARS

We'd love to hear from you!

Complete our survey and be in with the
chance of winning a £50 voucher for a
restaurant of your choice.

We're working to better understand our

audiences, and by completing a survey
following a CBSO concert, you can opt in
to be entered into the prize draw.

If you'd like to share any additional
feedback, or have any questions, please
email us at marketing@cbso.co.uk.

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme was
correct at the time of going to print. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
Cover photo: Charles Chiejina. Print: emmersonpress.co.uk



