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Both Debussy’s La Mer and Bridge’s The 
Sea conjure up awe-inspiring nautical 
visions as they portray those many 
characteristics of the ocean that have 
inspired artists for centuries: energy, power, 
beauty, danger, mystery, serenity. These two 
works embody the tension we associate 
with the sea; it attracts and beguiles us, and 
yet is deeply foreboding. Its vastness scares 
us, while revealing the safety and stability 
that the land provides.

René Clair’s film Entr’acte, with 
accompanying score by Erik Satie, gives us 
that ‘inside of a washing machine’ feeling 
that we associate with the sea; a work that 
is humorously unsettling yet poised. 

My offering for tonight’s programme is of 
course inspired in a variety of ways by these 
great artists and I’m honoured and humbled 
to be featured alongside them. The 
orchestral shimmering and playful energy 
from both impressionist works has made 
its way into my music but there might be a 
drop of Dadaist potion in the saltwater!

My new siren suite portrays five magical 
siren-like characters (the soprano) as they 
each control and manipulate the sea (the 
orchestra) in strange and powerful ways. 
The five movements follow the different 
forces that these mystical beings can exert 
on the water: the ability to control the tides, 
to make the waves dance, to pacify the 
swells, to create and destroy life within the 
water and finally to make the sea sing.
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION
Waves of sound and washes of colour will immerse us 
this evening in two majestic orchestral works inspired by 
the sea. Meanwhile, the surrealism of a Dadaist film and 
its accompanying score promises a disorientating and 
topsy-turvy experience alongside my own work which is 
perhaps somewhere between those two worlds.

Héloïse Werner
Soprano, composer of siren suite
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Principal Funders:

INFORM
ATION

Ilan Volkov, Conductor
Héloïse Werner, Soprano

Bridge, The Sea, 21mins 

Héloïse Werner, 'siren suite' for soprano and orchestra  
  (CBSO commission: World Premiere), 15mins

Interval

Satie, Relâche: Cinéma, entr'acte symphonique (with film), 22mins

Debussy, La Mer, 23mins

We are happy for you to take photos and short videos 
at our concerts during applause breaks. We ask that 
you are mindful of disturbing artists and other audience 
members. Please dim the brightness on your phone, 
and do not use your flash.

We also regularly take photographs for promotional 
use, so you may see a professional photographer at our 
concerts. Please ask a member of the front of house 
team if you have any questions about this.

To ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the 
performance, please make sure your mobile phone is 
set to silent.

We are incredibly grateful to the John Feeney 
Charitable Trust for their support of ‘siren suite’.

We’re hugely grateful for the generous support provided by 
Dunard Fund towards our CBSO Explores series.



FRIENDS IN LOVE AND W
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Open until 23 February, the free exhibition 
explores friendship through artworks 
from the British Council Collection and 
macLYON. It spans painting, drawing, 
photography, printmaking, textile, film, 
sculpture and installation, combining 
existing and new works by international 
and Birmingham-based artists to form a 
rich depiction of our complex personal and 
political friendships. In Hetain Patel’s film 
Don’t Look at the Finger (2017), a signing 
couple’s kung-fu inspired combat creates 
an unexpected bond. The idea of ‘best 
enemies’ is also explored in installations 
by Rachel Maclean and Niek van de Steeg, 
which invite visitors to reflect on Anglo-
Scottish relations and participate in friendly 
debate.

In this evening’s music, creative friendships 
surface in Debussy's La Mer ("The Sea") 
and the film Entr’acte. A collaboration 
between Debussy’s friend Satie and 
filmmaker René Clair, the film shows the 
absurdist spirit of play that characterised 
artists of the surrealist movement. It also 
conveys the different artistic sensibilities 
of Debussy and Satie, who despite 
their proclivities, were longtime friends 
committed to bending the rules of music.  

FRIENDS IN 
LOVE AND WAR
Ikon Gallery is delighted to be collaborating with the CBSO 
on tonight's concert, inspired by our current exhibition 
Friends in Love and War – L’Éloge des meilleur·es ennemi·es. 

Melanie Pocock 
Artistic Director (Exhibitions), Ikon Gallery 

VUE DE L'EXPOSITION FRIENDS IN LOVE AND WAR — L’ÉLOGE DES MEILLEUR·ES ENNEMI·ES AU MACLYON 
DU 8 MARS AU 7 JUILLET 2024. ŒUVRES DE GÉRALDINE KOSIAK. PHOTO BY JULIETTE TREILLET.

FRIENDS IN LOVE 
AND WAR IS OPEN 
AT IKON GALLERY 

UNTIL 23 FEB 2025
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Conductor

ILAN VOLKOV

A musical omnivore, Ilan Volkov also serves 
as a dynamic figurehead of the international 
contemporary music scene. He enjoys 
a long-standing relationship with BBC 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra, as Principal 
Conductor from 2003 and Principal Guest 
Conductor since 2009. Ilan is currently 
Principal Guest Conductor with the Brussels 
Philharmonic. In 2012, he launched the 
Tectonics Festival, which has since become 
one of the world’s most diverse and 
acclaimed celebrations of new music, with 
festivals in Adelaide, Oslo, New York, Tel Aviv, 
Krakow, Athens, Glasgow and Reykjavík. In 
2020 he co-founded the I&I Foundation with 
Ilya Gringolts to support the development 
and performance of new music. Equally 
at home in opera, his extensive operatic 
ventures have most recently included 
George Benjamin’s Lessons in Love and 
Violence at Opernhaus Zürich, the world 
premiere of Missy Mazzoli’s new work The 
Listeners with Norwegian National Opera, 
and Samir Odeh-Tamimi’s new creation 
L’Apocalyspe Arabe for the Aix Festival. 
Volkov’s diverse discography includes 
Stravinsky’s ballet scores and a Gramophone 
Award- winning recording of Britten’s 
complete works for piano and orchestra, 
both for Hyperion, and a critically acclaimed 
survey of Liszt’s three Funeral Odes with the 
BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra.

© JAMES MOLLISON
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Soprano

HÉLOÏSE WERNER

French-born soprano and composer 
Héloïse Werner is currently an Associate 
Artist at Wigmore Hall and is ‘quickly 
becoming a latter-day Cathy Berberian or 
Meredith Monk’ (Richard Morrison, The 
Times). Her debut album 'Phrases' was 
released in 2022 on Delphian Records, 
and quickly garnered widespread critical 
acclaim. Héloïse's anticipated follow-up 
'close-ups' was released in June 2024 
and launched at the Southbank Centre. 
As a composer, Werner has written for 
the CBSO, Aurora Orchestra, Maitrise de 
Radio France, London Handel Festival, 
Lawrence Power, Mishka Rushdie-Momen 
and Helen Charlston and has commissions 
in the pipeline for Manchester Collective, 
St Paul’s Cathedral, BBC Singers, and 
Royal Northern Sinfonia, amongst others. 
As a soprano, Héloïse has performed with 
the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, Grange 
Festival, CBSO and Nash Ensemble, and 
created the role of Madame DuVal in 
Sarah Angliss’ opera Giant opening the 
Aldeburgh Festival 2023. Héloïse is a fluent 
improviser and musical leader, working 
with the contemporary quartet The Hermes 
Experiment, the winners of the Young Artist 
Award at the RPS awards in 2021.

© RAPHAËL NEAL
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We are Birmingham’s orchestra – loud 
and proud. An internationally celebrated 
symphony orchestra that makes music that 
matters to the people of Birmingham, the 
West Midlands and beyond.

A family of 90 incredible musicians, we 
exist to create exciting musical experiences 
for all. From brightening up the morning 
commute, to inspiring audiences and 
musicians of the future – we make epic, 
powerful, meaningful music that fills 
concert halls, communities, streets,  
schools and lives with passion,  
excitement, inspiration, hope and joy.

We’ve come from all over the world, but 
we’re at home right here in Birmingham. 
See us at Symphony Hall playing some  
of the greatest symphonic music of all  
time, at pop-up performances around 
the city, at the CBSO Centre performing 
intimate small-scale gigs or in schools, 
community centres, libraries and even  
the occasional pub!

We’re musicians, but we’re also parents, 
teachers, runners, gardeners, writers, sports 
fans, foodies and so much more. We’re part 
of your city, and we couldn’t be happier to 
be here to play, share, write, sing, live and 
breathe music with you!

PROUD TO BE 
BIRMINGHAM’S ORCHESTRA

© PATCH DOLAN
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PERFORMERS
VIOLIN I
Eugene Tzikindelean*
Jeanine Thorpe
Nathan Bomans*
Richard Thomas*
Jane Wright#

Colette Overdijk*
Mark Robinson#

Bethan Allmand*
Robbie Bilson
Wendy Quirk
Libby Golding#

Angus Bain
Zhivko Georgiev
Emily Chaplais

VIOLIN II
Lowri Porter*
Phil Brett
Catherine Arlidge*#

Bryony Morrison*
Gabriel Dyker*#

Georgia Hannant*
Tim Birchall*
Yuriko Matsuda
Heather Bradshaw#

Amy Littlewood
Adam Hill
Melissa Court

VIOLA
Chris Yates*#

Adam Römer*#

Michael Jenkinson#

Catherine Bower*#

David BaMaung*
Jessica Tickle*
Sarah Malcolm*
Isobel Doncaster
Catherine Howe
Mabon Rhyd
Irene Katsenelson
 
CELLO
Miwa Rosso
Arthur Boutillier*
David Powell#

Kate Setterfield*#

Miguel Fernandes*
Jacqueline Tyler*#

Catherine  
  Ardagh-Walter*#

Helen Edgar*#

DOUBLE BASS
Anthony Alcock*
Julian Atkinson*#

Jeremy Watt*
Mark Goodchild*#

Sally Morgan*#

Julian Walters*#

FLUTE
Marie-Christine    
  Zupancic*#

Veronika Klirova*#

PICCOLO
Helen Benson*

OBOE
Hyun Jung Song
Emmet Byrne*#

COR ANGLAIS
Rachael Pankhurst*#

CLARINETS
Oliver Janes*#

Joanna Patton*#

BASS CLARINET
Mark O’Brien*

BASSOON
Nikolaj Henriques*
Graeme Brown
Vladislav Demianov

CONTRABASSOON
Margaret Cookhorn*

HORN
Elspeth Dutch*#

Jack Sewter
Andy Budden
Jeremy Bushell*
Martin Wright#

TRUMPET
Jason Lewis*
Chris Deacon
Rob Johnston
Jonathan Quirk*#

Catherine Knight

TROMBONE
Richard Watkin*
Anthony Howe*#

BASS TROMBONE
David Vines*#

TUBA
Andrew McDade

TIMPANI
Barnaby Archer

PERCUSSION
Andrew Herbert
Toby Kearney*
Tom Pritchard
Rachel Gledhill

HARP
Katherine Thomas*
Aisha Palmer

# Recipient of the CBSO Long Service Award
* Supported player

Saturday 11 January 2025
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YOU M
IGHT ALSO LIKE...

UPCOMING 
CONCERTS...

Book online at cbso.co.uk or call the  
B:Music Box Office on 0121 780 3333

ABBEY ROAD CONCERTO
Come Together with the Beatles, 
Braunstein, Britten, and other great 
British works.
Wed 26 Mar, 2:15pm

CBSO EXPLORES:  
THE NEW WORLD SYMPHONY
Join us for a deep dive into the origins  
of Dvořák's iconic Ninth Symphony.
Sat 15 Feb, 7pm

KAZUKI CONDUCTS  
RAVEL & POULENC
Singing, dancing, and tinkling the ivories 
à la France.
Wed 16 Apr, 7:30pm

INSPIRE 
CHILDREN TO 
EXPLORE THE 
WORLD OF 
LIVE MUSIC!

This February, our Schools’ Concerts 
anticipate welcoming more than 
14,000 young people into the concert 
hall - many will be experiencing live 
orchestral music for the very first time!

If you can, please help us continue to 
deliver these inspirational concerts 
by donating to our Schools’ Concerts 
Appeal.

With generous support from 
anonymous donors, we have £10,000 
of match-funding available - donate 
today and double your donation and 
impact! Thank you! 

DONATE TODAY

To donate please 
scan the QR code 
or visit cbso.co.uk/
schools-appeal

The CBSO is a registered charity in England  
(No. 506276).Address: CBSO Centre,  
Berkley Street, Birmingham, B1 2LF



STRATEGIC & IN-KIND

PUBLIC FUNDERS PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

EDUCATION PARTNERS

THANK YOU

To view a comprehensive list of supporters please visit  
cbso.co.uk/support-us/thank-you or scan the QR code.

EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTERS
Thank you also to our Major Donors, Benefactors, Circles Members, 
Patrons, Friends and Trusts & Foundations for their generous support.

The support we receive from thousands of 
individual donors, public funders, businesses 
and private foundations allows us to present 
extraordinary performances and to create exciting 
activities in schools and communities. Your support 
makes a huge difference and is much appreciated.

CORPORATE PARTNERS 

THANK YOU
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CBSO.CO.UK

City of
Birmingham
Symphony
Orchestra 

Proud to be Birmingham’s Orchestra

Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and X
@TheCBSO

CBSO Centre
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF
information@cbso.co.uk
0121 616 6500

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme was 
correct at the time of going to print. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
Cover photo: Aphra Hiscock. Print: emmersonpress.co.uk

WE'RE  
ALL  
EARS
We'd love to hear from you!

Complete our survey and be in with the 
chance of winning a £50 voucher for a 
restaurant of your choice.

We're working to better understand our 
audiences, and by completing a survey 
following a CBSO concert, you can opt in 
to be entered into the prize draw.

If you’d like to share any additional 
feedback, or have any questions, please 
email us at marketing@cbso.co.uk.


