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we simplify the complex.

SCC, Europe’s largest privately owned 
technology solutions provider is proud to 

be Principal Sponsor of the CBSO.

scc.com



I’ve been very lucky to have played the 
ultimate magical role of Mary Poppins, 
not only having to act, sing and dance, 
but to perform wonderful magic tricks, 
pulling hatstands out of carpet bags and 
tidying up houses with the click of a finger 
(unfortunately not workable in real life) and 
to fly high over the audience at the end 
- right here in Birmingham! That was an 
experience I will never forget!

Tonight, we will take you on a magical 
journey through wondrous worlds of music, 
the streets of Agrabah with Aladdin, the 
famous chocolate factory of one Mr Willy 
Wonka, over the Rainbow to Oz with a 
double whammy of “Wizards” and “Wicked” 
witches and Into the Woods with Jack and 
his tales of his adventures at the top of the 
beanstalk.

Your magical theatrical journey tonight 
is guided by the magic wand of Michael 
England, along with top west end 
performers Steph McKeon who originated 
the role of Princess Anna in the London 
Cast of that incredibly magical musical 
Frozen, Rob Houchen, veteran of shows 
like Les Misérables and currently in new 
West End hit Titanique - but fear not, he has 
magical credentials, playing the role of the 
superhero in Eugenius as well as bringing 

his enchanting voice to every single role 
he plays. Last but most definitely not least 
is the incredible Trevor Dion Nicholas, 
direct from Hadestown via Georgetown (he 
played George Washington in Hamilton) 
but his first trip to perform for audiences 
here in the UK was via a magic lamp in 
a cave of treasures, the definitive Genie 
in the musical Aladdin both here and on 
Broadway. 

We are all here to join forces with the 
bewitching CBSO to bring you a night of 
Musical Magic – I hope you have a simply 
spellbinding time!
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION
Musicals have always held such magic for me, growing 
up watching my family and friends performing in the local 
amateur theatre - the sequins and glitter, the dancing 
and drama - all of this was part of the intoxicating thrill of 
the theatre for me. When the musicals are set in magical 
worlds that adds an even more enchanting dimension! 

Caroline Sheen 
Singer
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Principal Funders:

INFORM
ATION

Michael England, Conductor
Stephanie McKeon, Singer 
Caroline Sheen, Singer
Rob Houchen, Singer
Trevor Dion Nicholas, Singer
Sarah Butt, BSL Interpreter

Menken, Beauty & The Beast Overture, 4mins
Menken, Beauty & The Beast: Be Our Guest, 5mins
Arlen, The Wizard of Oz: Over the Rainbow, 3mins
Menken, Beauty & The Beast: If I Can’t Love Her, 5mins
John, The Lion King: Can You Feel the Love Tonight, 4mins
Menken, The Little Mermaid: Part of Your World, 3mins
Menken, Aladdin: A Whole New World, 3mins
Lloyd Webber, Starlight Express, 4mins
Lane, Finian’s Rainbow: How Are Things in Glocca Morra?, 4mins
Bricusse/Newley, Charlie & the Chocolate Factory: Pure Imagination, 4mins
Lopez, Frozen: Let It Go, 4mins
Sherman, Mary Poppins: Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious, 4mins
Interval
Sherman, Mary Poppins Overture, 4mins
Rodgers, Cinderella: Do I Love You Because You’re Beautiful?, 3mins
Wildhorn, Jekyll & Hyde: This Is the Moment, 4mins
Minchin, Matilda: My House, 3mins
Schwartz, Pippin: Corner of the Sky, 5mins
John, The Lion King: The Circle of Life, 4mins
Schwartz, Wicked: Popular, 4mins
Schwartz, Wicked: Defying Gravity, 4mins
Sondheim, Into the Woods: Giants in the Sky, 3mins
Menken, Aladdin: Friend Like Me, 3mins
Sherman, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, 3mins

We are happy for you to take photos and short videos 
at our concerts during applause breaks. We ask that 
you are mindful of disturbing artists and other audience 
members. Please dim the brightness on your phone, 
and do not use your flash.

We also regularly take photographs for promotional 
use, so you may see a professional photographer at our 
concerts. Please ask a member of the front of house 
team if you have any questions about this.

To ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the 
performance, please make sure your mobile phone is 
set to silent.

This concert is presented in association with West End International.
This concert will be British Sign Language Interpreted.



It's time to test your musical knowledge!

MUSICAL MAGIC QUIZ
M

USICAL M
AGIC QUIZ
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Uniquely, in Starlight Express cast members perform with ______ ______ (6,6) 
on throughout the show.1
___ __________ (3,10) is the longest-running West End musical. It first opened in 1985 and 
continues to run at the Sondheim Theatre.2
____ _______ (4,7) starred as Dorothy in the 1939 film adaptation of The Wizard Oz.

3
4
5
6

The Wicked Witch of the West’s real name in Wicked is _______ (7).

The original soundtrack for Pippin was produced by ______ _______ (6,7),  
including a version of “Corner of the Sky” recorded by the Jackson 5!

Broadway actress _____ _____ (5,5) was chosen to voice the animated character Belle in 
Beauty in the Beast instead of typically choosing a celebrity.

7

Answers: 1 = Roller skates. 2 = Les Misérables. 3 = Judy Garland. 4 = Elphaba. 
5 = Motown Records. 6 = Paige O’Hara. 7 = Robin Williams. 8 = Spider-Man.

_____ ________ (5,8), who voiced the Genie in Aladdin, was given incredible freedom 
in his recording sessions and was known to have improvised many of his lines.

8 The Marvel character ______-___ (9) is the only character to have gotten their own  
Broadway Musical, debuting in 2010.
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Conductor

MICHAEL ENGLAND

Michael England has established a 
reputation as a highly versatile conductor 
of a wide repertory including musical 
theatre, classical, ballet, film and live 
television. He has conducted many UK 
orchestras including the Philharmonia, City 
of Birmingham Symphony, Royal Scottish 
National, Royal Philharmonic Concert, BBC 
Concert, BBC Philharmonic, Royal Northern 
Sinfonia, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, 
Orchestra of Welsh National Opera, 
Orchestra of Opera North.  International 
engagements include the Shanghai Opera 
House Orchestra, Shanghai Philharmonic, 
Bangkok Symphony, Slovenia Radio 
Symphony, Stockholm Sinfonietta, Estonian 
Glasperlenspiel Sinfonietta and NDR Radio 
Philharmonie. Michael made his ballet 
debut with Shanghai Ballet conducting their 
new production of Hamlet, choreography 
Derek Deane, for which he created the 
score adapting and orchestrating music by 
Tchaikovsky.  He has returned to conduct 
Romeo & Juliet, Sleeping Beauty, The Lady 
of the Camellias and the world premiere of 
The Phantom of the Opera ballet.  In 2023 
he debuted with Queensland Ballet and the 
London Philharmonic, and last year Tulsa 
Ballet, Gothenburg Opera and the RTE 
Concert Orchestra.



CONTENT TBC BIOGRAPHIES
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Singer

STEPHANIE MCKEON

Stephanie is an Olivier nominated actress. 
She originated the role of Princess Anna in 
London's West End production of Disney's 
Frozen, gaining her both Olivier and 
WhatsOnStage awards nominations for 
Best Actress in a Musical (2022). Originally 
from Ireland, Stephanie trained in Dublin at 
Trinity College, after which she appeared 
as a recurring character in Ireland's longest 
running TV drama series Fair City. She 
moved to London to appear in the world 
stage premiere of The Commitments and 
has since appeared in Beautiful: The Carol 
King Musical, Jacques Brel is Alive and 
Well and Living in Paris and Close to You: 
Bacharach Reimagined. Stephanie has 
worked with some of the UK's most exciting 
directors in West End theatre, including 
Michael Grandage and Jamie Lloyd.
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Singer

CAROLINE SHEEN

Caroline, originally from South Wales, 
graduated with a first-class honours 
from Guildford School of Acting. West 
End credits: Violet in 9 to 5, Sandy in 
Grease, Truly Scrumptious in Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang, Eponine and Fantine in Les 
Misérables, Jennifer Gabriel in the original 
cast of The Witches of Eastwick, Sophie in 
Mamma Mia!, Florinda in Into the Woods, 
Philia in A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum, Alaura / Carla in City of 
Angels, Rebecca in Rags, Susan in Once 
in a Lifetime, Putting It Together and the 
standby for Sarah Jessica Parker in Plaza 
Suite. Other theatre credits: title role in Mary 
Poppins UK & USA Tours, Clara Johnson 
in The Light in the Piazza, Guenevere in 
Camelot, Polly in Crazy for You, Joy Howard 
in Only the Brave and Kate in Kiss Me Kate.  
She is an Associate Artist of the Watermill 
Theatre. TV appearances include Doctors, 
Silent Witness, Ghosts, Sister Boniface, 
The Way, Mallorca Files, Torchwood, Hotel 
Babylon, Henry VIII, Press, The Rook and 
Pitching In.  Film work includes Nativity 
Rocks, Four Kids and It and Les Misérables. 
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Singer

ROB HOUCHEN

Rob trained at Guildford School of Acting.  
He is currently starring as Jack in Titanique 
at the Criterion Theatre.  Other credits 
include Lieutenant Cable in South Pacific 
(Chichester Festival Theatre and UK 
Tour), Man in Marry Me A Little (The Barn 
Theatre), Jimmy / Dr Mandril in City of 
Angels (Garrick Theatre), Fabrizio in The 
Light in the Piazza (Royal Festival Hall, 
Dorothy Chandler Pavilion, LA and Lyric 
Opera, Chicago), Marius in Les Misérables 
All Star Concert (Gielgud Theatre), the 
title role in Eugenius! (The Other Palace), 
Kahlil Gibran in Broken Wings (Theatre 
Royal Haymarket), Marius in Les Misérables 
30th Anniversary (Japan), Fleet in Titanic 
(Charing Cross Theatre), Marius in Les 
Misérables (Queen’s Theatre), The 12 Tenors 
(World Wide Events), Godspell in Concert 
(The Lyric Theatre), the title role in Candide 
in Concert (Cadogan Hall) and Peter Pan 
(Harlow Playhouse).  His television and 
film credits include Tony in West Side 
Stories: The Making of a Classic (BBC), Les 
Misérables The All Star Concert (Universal).  
Rob’s original music can be found on all 
major streaming platforms.
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Singer

TREVOR DION NICHOLAS

Trevor trained at West Virginia University. 
He is currently starring as Hades in 
Hadestown at the Lyric Theatre. Other 
theatre credits include Dr Madden / Dr Fine 
in Next to Normal at the Donmar, George 
Washington in Hamilton at the Victoria 
Palace, Preacher in Bonnie & Clyde at the 
Theatre Royal Drury Lane, Genie in Aladdin 
at the Prince Edward and also on Broadway 
and its US Tour, Big River, The Wiz, The 
25th Annual Putnam Country Spelling Bee, 
Ragtime, The Little Mermaid, The Wizard 
of Oz, Into the Woods, The Little Shop of 
Horrors, Rent, The Exonerated and This is 
the Life. Trevor is the voice of the Ghost of 
Christmas Present in the Netflix animated 
film Scrooge: A Christmas Carol. His 
television credits include Panelist/Judge 
on All Star Musicals (ITV), The Show Must 
Go One (Sky Arts), Strictly Come Dancing 
(BBC), Sunday Night at the Palladium, Royal 
Variety Performance and Broadway Hits 
at Royal Albert Hall (Emmy Award). Trevor 
is the songwriter and primary vocalist for 
the original Alternative Indie Soul band 
Neighborhood Goliath.



Marsh is a global leader in insurance 
broking and innovative risk management 
solutions. We help clients quantify and 
manage risk — and help them unlock  
new opportunities for growth.

To discuss your insurance and risk management needs, 
please contact Paul Kerry: 
paul.kerry@marsh.com 
07385 403 940
marsh.com

This is a marketing communication. The information contained herein is based on sources we believe reliable and should  
be understood to be general risk management and insurance information only. The information is not intended to be taken  
as advice with respect to any individual situation and cannot be relied upon as such. Marsh Ltd is authorised and regulated  
by the Financial Conduct Authority for General Insurance Distribution and Credit Broking (Firm Reference No. 307511).  
Copyright 2024. 21–806562042.

A business of Marsh McLennan.

Marsh are proud
sponsors of the
City of Birmingham
Symphony Orchestra
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We are Birmingham’s orchestra – loud 
and proud. An internationally celebrated 
symphony orchestra that makes music that 
matters to the people of Birmingham, the 
West Midlands and beyond.

A family of 90 incredible musicians, we 
exist to create exciting musical experiences 
for all. From brightening up the morning 
commute, to inspiring audiences and 
musicians of the future – we make epic, 
powerful, meaningful music that fills 
concert halls, communities, streets,  
schools and lives with passion,  
excitement, inspiration, hope and joy.

We’ve come from all over the world, but 
we’re at home right here in Birmingham. 
See us at Symphony Hall playing some  
of the greatest symphonic music of all  
time, at pop-up performances around 
the city, at the CBSO Centre performing 
intimate small-scale gigs or in schools, 
community centres, libraries and even  
the occasional pub!

We’re musicians, but we’re also parents, 
teachers, runners, gardeners, writers, sports 
fans, foodies and so much more. We’re part 
of your city, and we couldn’t be happier to 
be here to play, share, write, sing, live and 
breathe music with you!

PROUD TO BE 
BIRMINGHAM’S ORCHESTRA

© PATCH DOLAN
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PERFORMERS
VIOLIN I
Ruth Rogers
Andrew Harvey
Nathan Bomans*
Richard Thomas*
Bethan Allmand*
Robbie Bilson
Julia Aberg*
Libby Golding
Adam Hill
Imogen Cox
Luke Coomber
Laurence Kempton
Joanna Watts
Emily Groom

VIOLIN II
Lowri Porter*
Charlotte Skinner*#

Georgia Hannant*
Tam Mott 
Bryony Morrison*
Heather Bradshaw*#

Tim Birchall*
Gabriel Dyker*#

Amy Littlewood
Martin Owen
Margaret Jackson
Beatriz Carbonell

VIOLA
Chris Yates*#

Catherine Bower*#

David BaMaung*
Michael Jenkinson#

Jessica Tickle*
Sarah Malcolm*
Amy Thomas#

Helen Roberts
Catherine Howe
Alma Orr-Ewing
 
CELLO
Eduardo Vassallo*# 
David Powell*#

Miguel Fernandes*
Catherine  
  Ardagh-Walter*#

Sarah Berger
Helen Edgar*#

Elaine Ackers
Jadie Carey

DOUBLE BASS
Anthony Alcock*
Julian Atkinson*#

Jeremy Watt*
Julian Walters*#

Tom Neil
David Burndrett
Richard Lewis

FLUTE
Marie-Christine  
  Zupancic*#

PICCOLO
Helen Benson*

OBOE
Emmet Byrne*#

COR ANGLAIS
Rachael Pankhurst*#

CLARINETS
Joanna Patton*#

BASS CLARINET
Mark O’Brien*

BASSOON
Nikolaj Henriques*
Tony Liu 

HORN
Elspeth Dutch*#

Neil Shewan
Mark Phillips*#

Jeremy Bushell*
Martin Wright*

TRUMPET
Jason Lewis*
Holly Clark
Kaitlin Wild
Jon Sheppherd

TROMBONE
Richard Watkin*
Anthony Howe*#

Rich Ward 

BASS TROMBONE
David Vines*#

TUBA
Andrew McDade

TIMPANI
Matthew Hardy*

PERCUSSION
Adrian Spillett*#

Andrew Herbert*
Toby Kearney*

HARP
Katherine Thomas* 

PIANO
Mark Aspinall

DRUM KIT
Gareth Roberts

ELECTRIC GUITAR
Ralph Porrett

ELECTRIC BASS
Mark Goodchild*#

# Recipient of the CBSO Long Service Award
* Supported player

Friday 31 January 2025
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YOU M
IGHT ALSO LIKE...

UPCOMING 
CONCERTS...

Book online at cbso.co.uk or call the  
B:Music Box Office on 0121 780 3333

THE BEST OF JOHN WILLIAMS
Jaws, Superman, Harry Potter, E.T., 
Jurassic Park… need we say more?
Fri 21 Feb, 7:30pm

CLASSIC FM HALL OF FAME
The definitive countdown of Britain’s 
favourites!
Fri 21 Mar, 7:30pm

INSPIRE 
CHILDREN TO 
EXPLORE THE 
WORLD OF 
LIVE MUSIC!

This February, our Schools’ Concerts 
anticipate welcoming more than 
14,000 young people into the concert 
hall - many will be experiencing live 
orchestral music for the very first time!

If you can, please help us continue to 
deliver these inspirational concerts 
by donating to our Schools’ Concerts 
Appeal.

With generous support from 
anonymous donors, we have £15,000 
of match-funding available - donate 
today and double your donation and 
impact! Thank you! 

DONATE TODAY

To donate please 
scan the QR code 
or visit cbso.co.uk/
schools-appeal

The CBSO is a registered charity in England  
(No. 506276).Address: CBSO Centre,  
Berkley Street, Birmingham, B1 2LF

IT’S A LIVING THING: THE MUSIC  
OF JEFF LYNNE'S ELO
All the ELO classic hits, like you've never 
heard them before!
Sat 8 Mar, 7:30pm



STRATEGIC & IN-KIND

PUBLIC FUNDERS PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

EDUCATION PARTNERS

THANK YOU

To view a comprehensive list of supporters please visit  
cbso.co.uk/support-us/thank-you or scan the QR code.

EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTERS
Thank you also to our Major Donors, Benefactors, Circles Members, 
Patrons, Friends and Trusts & Foundations for their generous support.

The support we receive from thousands of 
individual donors, public funders, businesses 
and private foundations allows us to present 
extraordinary performances and to create exciting 
activities in schools and communities. Your support 
makes a huge difference and is much appreciated.

CORPORATE PARTNERS 

THANK YOU
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CBSO.CO.UK

City of
Birmingham
Symphony
Orchestra 

Proud to be Birmingham’s Orchestra

Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and X
@TheCBSO

CBSO Centre
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF
information@cbso.co.uk
0121 616 6500

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme was 
correct at the time of going to print. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
Cover photo: Hannah Fathers. Print: emmersonpress.co.uk

WE'RE  
ALL  
EARS
We'd love to hear from you!

Complete our survey and be in with the 
chance of winning a £50 voucher for a 
restaurant of your choice.

We're working to better understand our 
audiences, and by completing a survey 
following a CBSO concert, you can opt in 
to be entered into the prize draw.

If you’d like to share any additional 
feedback, or have any questions, please 
email us at marketing@cbso.co.uk.


