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This will be my fourth performance with 
the orchestra and it will be great to catchup 
with the friends I have made over the years. 

I am thrilled to be returning this year to play 
Rachmaninoff’s Second Piano Concerto 
both in Birmingham and on the Japan Tour. 

This piece is a milestone concerto for me. 
I refused to play Rachmaninoff for many 
years because I favoured more classic 
composers like Beethoven, Schumann and 
Mozart. I was a little dumbfounded by the 
sheer number of notes and the thick, vast 
sounds in Rachmaninoff’s music. So, by the 
time I started to play his works, I was in my 
late twenties. I performed and recorded the 
second concerto with Czech Philharmonic 
in 2014 – the performance made me 
remark that Rachmaninoff is actually such 
a great composer and prompted me to 
play many works by him, not only piano but 
chamber works too. 

I really enjoy Rachmaninoff’s music; it is 
very touching and really hits us directly in 
our soul. His melody and harmony is so 
eccentric yet incredibly emotional. This 
concerto in particular was written as a 
form of self-therapy after a disastrous first 
performance of his first symphony, causing 

him to quit composing for over a year. 
During this time he saw a therapist,  
Dr Dahl, who helped him return to 
composing and within this time he  
wrote his second piano concerto. 

There’s a very dark mood in the first 
movement with very complex harmonies 
and structure – although it has beautiful 
melodies, it has a real sense of overcoming 
pain and healing the wound. The second 
movement again has a very sweet melody 
but during the middle it visits very complex 
phrases that never truly resolve and 
conclude. We do come to a happy end in 
the third movement and we are able to feel 
that Rachmaninoff has finally healed and 
can compose once again!

It's such a powerful concerto and I’m 
not only looking forward to playing it in 
Birmingham but also in my home country, 
Japan. 
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION
I am really looking forward to this concert. I love 
playing with both Kazuki and the CBSO. Kazuki 
is both a great musician and a great human and 
I can guarantee we will have a fun time together! 

Hisako Kawamura
Piano
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INFORM
ATION

Kazuki Yamada, Conductor
Hisako Kawamura, Piano

Rachmaninoff, Piano Concerto No.2 in C minor, Op.18, 32mins 
	 I. Moderato 
	 II. Adagio sostenuto 
	 III. Allegro scherzando

Interval

Tchaikovsky, Symphony No.5 in E minor, Op.64, TH 29, 47mins 
	 I. Andante - Allegro con anima 
	 II. Andante cantabile con alcuna licenza 
	 III. Valse: Allegro moderato 
	 IV. Finale: Andante maestoso - Allegro vivace

We are happy for you to take photos and short videos 
at our concerts during applause breaks. We ask that 
you are mindful of disturbing artists and other audience 
members. Please dim the brightness on your phone, 
and do not use your flash.

We also regularly take photographs for promotional 
use, so you may see a professional photographer at our 
concerts. Please ask a member of the front of house 
team if you have any questions about this.

To ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the 
performance, please make sure your mobile phone is 
set to silent.

Principal Funders:

FREE PRE-CONCERT PERFORMANCE 
Join us at 6:15pm in the Jennifer 
Blackwell Performance Space for a 
short concert featuring Birmingham's 
finest young musicians from the Royal 
Birmingham Conservatoire. This event 
is unticketed and free to attend.



From those thrilling opening chords to the stormy last 
bars Rachmaninoff’s second Piano Concerto is peak 
Romance, and Hisako Kawamura brings out the surging 
power of the solo role. Kazuki and the CBSO partner in 
Tchaikovsky’s symphonic journey from despair to triumph.

Wednesday 18 June 2025
Symphony Hall, Birmingham

KAZUKI CONDUCTS 
RACHMANINOFF & 
TCHAIKOVSKY

Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943)

PIANO CONCERTO NO.2
The 1946 film Brief Encounter begins with 
a train roaring out of the fictional Carnforth 
station. Its thunderous noise obscures the 
initial opening notes of the film soundtrack; 
the dramatic start of Rachmaninoff’s 
second Piano Concerto, with its spread 
chords and turbulent melody, emerges from 
the cacophony. Right from the start, the film 
conveys a sense of urgency, and of surging 
passion. It was Noël Coward’s idea to use 
the Rachmaninoff this way – he wrote the 
screenplay – and Coward’s biographer 
Oliver Soden notes that the Concerto gives 
this British, suburban tale of thwarted love 
a thrill of Russian melodrama. (Another 
film, The Seven Year-Itch starring Marilyn 
Monroe, has the deluded hero attempting 
to seduce Monroe with the same piece; she 
prefers Chopsticks). All of which preamble 
is to set the scene for a work which – while 
some might consider it a cliché – still has 
an extraordinary power in performance. 

PROGRAM
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RACHMANINOFF AT THE PIANO, EARLY 1900S, ABOUT 27 YEARS OLD.  
ALTON, PUBLIC DOMAIN, VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS.

A GUIDE TO  
MUSICAL TERMS

Turn to page 17 to see 
key words linked to  

this programme.
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This power is partly conveyed through 
the magical way Rachmaninoff writes for 
piano; a brilliant performer, he was the 
soloist at the premiere in 1901. But it is 
mostly expressed through its seemingly 
endless supply of soulful melodies, creating 
an atmosphere of perpetual yearning. 
The opening theme, for example, lasts an 
initial eight bars, but then expands into a 
continuous sequence, eventually lasting 
some forty-four bars. After a fanfare-like 
flurry, a new, equally gorgeous theme 
begins in the piano. And so it continues. The 
second movement starts with yet another 
rapturously seamless tune (years later it 
was to become the basis of Eric Carmen’s 
rock ballad ‘All by myself’, made famous 
in yet another film: Bridget Jones’ Diary). It 
comprises a dreamy series of triplets, and 
is deliberately off-kilter with the orchestral 
theme above. The final movement, mostly 
in a more jaunty spirit, has another show-
stopper as its second major theme. 

The Concerto’s melodies are generously 
shared between orchestra and piano, the 
soloist often duetting with a member of 

the woodwind, and for such a virtuosic 
work for piano, there is surprisingly no 
lengthy ‘cadenza’ for solo piano. Instead, 
there are brief sections of fireworks in 
each movement before the main business 
of this work – melody – is reclaimed. The 
Concerto ends in a well-earned major key, 
all passion finally spent.

Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)

SYMPHONY NO.5
Tchaikovsky was a prolific composer, 
possessed of a mercurial, turbulent 
character and often a powerful sense 
of self-doubt. His life was punctuated 
by dramatic relationships, such as his 
short-lived marriage. But in the summer 
of 1888 he was in tentatively good spirits, 
embarking on his fifth symphony while 
on holiday in Frolovskoe, not far from 
Moscow. Despite having worried to his 
brother Modest that his talent was drying 
up, he wrote shortly afterwards to patron 
Nadezhda von Meck ‘I cannot tell you what 
a pleasure it has been to watch my flowers 
grow and see daily – even hourly – new 
blossoms coming out….I have been working 
with good results, for half the symphony is 
now orchestrated.’ 

The symphony continued to bloom and 
grow, forming its structure and atmosphere 
around a dominant motif first heard at the 
start, then making appearances throughout. 
Tchaikovsky noted that the symphony’s 
‘programme’ suggested ‘Complete 
resignation before Fate, or…the inscrutable 
predestination of Providence,’ and the 
opening theme is frequently described as 
the ‘fate’ motif. The symphony is abundantly 
rich in other melodies, with four significant 
themes in the first movement alone, ranging 
from jaunty to yearning. Yet most of them 
bear at least some resemblance to the fate 

The Concerto’s melodies are 
generously shared between 
orchestra and piano, the soloist 
often duetting with a member 
of the woodwind, and for such a 
virtuosic work for piano, there is 
surprisingly no lengthy ‘cadenza’ 
for solo piano.
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motif, either through a dotted, stuttering 
rhythm or a downward slope of melody. The 
opening movement ends not with a bang, 
but with an ominous, whispered descent 
into the depths of the orchestra.

The second movement begins with one of 
the most famous themes in the orchestral 
repertoire, initially on the solo horn (any 
resemblance to the famous ‘Annie’s Song,’ 
is – according to John Denver – entirely 
accidental). A clarinet joins in with a soulful 
counter-melody, followed by an oboe 
determined to cheer things up with a new 
melody. These themes, along with a pulsing 
underpinning from the rest of the orchestra, 
lead Tchaikovsky towards the romantic 
territory of his Romeo and Juliet overture 
composed some eight years earlier. The 
‘fate’ motif dramatically intrudes into 
atmosphere twice during the movement, 
the first time seeming to send the orchestra 
into shock before it regathers with the 
opening theme. The delicate, dance-like 
third movement borrows its melody from an 
Italian street-song, and the ‘fate’ motif takes 
more or less a back seat. Yet it is strongly 
to the fore in the finale, where it eventually 
transforms into a major key. For some, 

this is a ‘triumph’ over fate, the trumpets 
blasting heroically over the ensemble. Yet 
Tchaikovsky was not especially happy 
with the conclusion, writing that it had ‘a 
certain excess of gaudiness and insincerity.’ 
Yet, perhaps with ears attuned to ironic 
overstatement (such as at the end of 
Shostakovich’s Fifth Symphony some years 
later), we might feel those final E major 
chords have a darkly sinister rather than 
‘gaudy’ edge.

© Lucy Walker

The second movement begins with 
one of the most famous themes in 
the orchestral repertoire ...

PHOTOGRAPH OF PYOTR ILYICH TCHAIKOVSKY, 1904 CABINET CARD.  
JAPPALANG, PUBLIC DOMAIN, VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS.
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Conductor

KAZUKI YAMADA

Kazuki Yamada is Music Director of the 
City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra 
(CBSO). Alongside his commitments in 
Birmingham, Yamada is also Artistic and 
Music Director of Orchestre Philharmonique 
de Monte-Carlo (OPMC). His time under 
the close supervision of Seiji Ozawa served 
to underline the importance of what Kazuki 
Yamada calls his “Japanese feeling” for 
classical music. Born in 1979 in Kanagawa, 
Japan, he continues to work and performs in 
Japan every season. Highlights this season 
include returning to the BBC Proms with 
the CBSO, closely followed by his return to 
Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin. In 
2025, he takes the CBSO on tour to Europe 
and on tour to Japan, and has debuts with 
Berliner Philharmoniker, The Cleveland 
Orchestra, New York Philharmonic, and San 
Francisco Symphony to name only a few. 

© ZUZANNA SPECJAL
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Piano

Kawamura's international concert career 
kick-started with First Prizes at the Concours 
Clara Haskil in Vevey, the A. Casagrande 
International Piano Competition in Terni, the 
G.B. Viotti International Music Competition 
in Vercelli and the European Chopin 
Competition in Darm-stadt. Kawamura 
has performed with orchestras including 
Rundfunk Sinfonieorchester Berlin, Czech 
Philharmonic, Wiener Symphoniker, 
Hungarian National Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Radio Symphony Orchestra 
Moscow, St. Petersburg Philharmonic 
Orchestra, Russian National Orchestra, 
Yomiuri Nippon Symphony Orchestra. As 
an avid and sensitive chamber musician 
Kawamura performs regularly with cellists 
Clem-ens Hagen, Maximilian Hornung 
and Tsuyoshi Tsutsumi. She also enjoys a 
dynamic partnership with the violinist Sarah 
Christian following the performances and 
German SWR broadcasts of the complete 
violin sonatas by Beethoven. An enriching 
collaboration between Doric String Quartet 
was brought to light whilst performing at the 
prize winner’s concert of the Suntory Music 
Award in 2023. Committed to sharing her 
musical experience with the next generation 
of young musicians, Kawamura holds a 
professorship at the Folkwang University 
of Arts in Essen (Germany) and teaches 
masterclasses at the Tokyo College of Music.

HISAKO KAWAMURA

© MARCO BORGGREVE
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We are Birmingham’s orchestra – loud 
and proud. An internationally celebrated 
symphony orchestra that makes music that 
matters to the people of Birmingham, the 
West Midlands and beyond.

A family of 90 incredible musicians, we 
exist to create exciting musical experiences 
for all. From brightening up the morning 
commute, to inspiring audiences and 
musicians of the future – we make epic, 
powerful, meaningful music that fills 
concert halls, communities, streets,  
schools and lives with passion,  
excitement, inspiration, hope and joy.

We’ve come from all over the world, but 
we’re at home right here in Birmingham. 
See us at Symphony Hall playing some  
of the greatest symphonic music of all  
time, at pop-up performances around 
the city, at the CBSO Centre performing 
intimate small-scale gigs or in schools, 
community centres, libraries and even  
the occasional pub!

We’re musicians, but we’re also parents, 
teachers, runners, gardeners, writers, sports 
fans, foodies and so much more. We’re part 
of your city, and we couldn’t be happier to 
be here to play, share, write, sing, live and 
breathe music with you!

PROUD TO BE 
BIRMINGHAM’S ORCHESTRA

© PATCH DOLAN
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PERFORMERS
VIOLIN I
Eugene Tzikindelean*
Jonathan Martindale*
Phil Brett
Sasha Raikhlina
Richard Thomas*
Jane Wright*#

Nathan Bomans*
Bethan Allmand*
Mark Robinson*
Cathy Chambers
Kath Gittings
Wendy Quirk
Alicia Berendse
Angus Bain
Luke Coomber
Anais Boyadjieva

VIOLIN II
Lowri Porter*
Kate Oswin
Moritz Pfister*
Amy Jones*#

Liz Rossi
Gabriel Dyker*#

Tim Birchall*
Bryony Morrison*
Yuriko Matsuda 
Georgia Hannant*
Tam Mott 
Beatriz Carbonell
Adam Hill
Henry Salmon

VIOLA
Chris Yates*#

Adam Römer*#

David BaMaung*
Michael Jenkinson*#

Catherine Bower*#

Sarah Malcolm*
Jessica Tickle*
Amy Thomas#

Isobel Doncaster
Mabon Rhyd
Abby Bowen
Henri Ridgeon
 
CELLO
Eduardo Vassallo*#

Arthur Boutillier*
David Powell*#

Miguel Fernandes*
Helen Edgar*#

Catherine  
  Ardagh-Walter*#

Sarah Berger
Jonathan Pether
Lorenzo Mesegeur
Abi Hyde-Smith

DOUBLE BASS
Anthony Alcock*
Julian Atkinson*#

Jeremy Watt*
Mark Goodchild*#

Julian Walters*#

Matiu Gaffney
Aisling Reilly 
Tom Neil

FLUTE
Marie-Christine  
  Zupancic*#

Veronika Klirova*#

PICCOLO
Helen Benson*

OBOE
Martin Danek
Emmet Byrne*#

COR ANGLAIS
Rachael Pankhurst*#

CLARINETS
Oliver Janes*#

Joanna Patton*#

BASS CLARINET
Mark O’Brien*

BASSOON
Nikolaj Henriques*
Tony Liu 

CONTRABASSOON
Margaret Cookhorn*

HORN
Elspeth Dutch*#

Neil Shewan
Mark Phillips*#

Jeremy Bushell*
Alex Harris

TRUMPET
Jason Lewis*
David Hilton
Kaitlin Wild*
Jonathan Quirk*#

TROMBONE
Richard Watkin*
Anthony Howe*

BASS TROMBONE
David Vines*#

TUBA
Daniel Trodden 

TIMPANI
Matthew Hardy*

PERCUSSION
Adrian Spillett*#

Andrew Herbert*
Toby Kearney*

# Recipient of the CBSO Long Service Award
* Supported player

Wednesday 18 June 2025
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THANK YOU THANK YOU

Our work is only possible because  
of our kind supporters and donors.

EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTERS

The following supporters have developed the CBSO’s 
world-class excellence and community reach by 
offering exceptional philanthropic support to the 
CBSO and CBSO Development Trust – thank you!

TRUSTS AND FOUNDATIONS 

BENEFACTORS AND DONORS

We are grateful to the following 
supporters for their major contributions.

Viv and Hazel Astling
Peter and Isabel Churcher
Jane Epstein
John Cole and Jennie Howe (Richard Thomas)
David Knibb in memory of Lorraine (Jonathan Quirk)
Anita and Wyn Griffiths
Ian McAlpine
Patrick and Tricia McDermott  
  (Helen Edgar and Rachael Pankhurst)
Felonious Mongoose in memory of Dolores  
  (Jason Lewis)
Gay Nebel
Christopher Oakley
S Randon

City of Birmingham Orchestral Endowment Fund
John Osborn CBE (Gabriel Dyker)
David and Sandra Burbidge (Eugene Tzikindelean):  
  supporters of the Burbidge leader position
Sir Dominic and Lady Cadbury 
Alison and Jamie Justham (David Vines)
Barry & Frances Kirkham
Maurice Millward (Chris Yates)
Jerry Sykes (Catherine Ardagh-Walter)
Peter How (Tim Birchall)
Chris and Jane Loughran (Jonathan Martindale)

29th May 1961 Charitable Trust
Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation 
Art Mentor Foundation Lucerne
The Austin And Hope  
  Pilkington Trust
Backstage Trust
Baron Davenport's Charity
Clive Richards Foundation
Dumbreck Charity
Dunard Fund
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation
Fidelio Charitable Trust
Garfield Weston Foundation
George Fentham  
  Birmingham Charity
GJW Turner Trust
Grantham Yorke Trust 
Idlewild Trust
John Ellerman Foundation
John Horniman's  
  Children's Trust
The Leverhulme Trust
Miss Albright Grimley Charity

Rix-Thompson-Rothenberg  
  Foundation
Scops Arts Trust
The Alan Woodfield  
  Charitable Trust
The Andor Charitable Trust
The Charles Brotherton Trust
The D'Oyly Carte  
  Charitable Trust
The Edward and Dorothy  
  Cadbury Trust
The Fenton Arts Trust
The George Henry  
  Collins Charity
The Golsoncott Foundation
The Grey Court Trust
The Grimmitt Trust
The Helen Rachael Mackaness  
  Charitable Trust
The JABBS Foundation
The John Avins Trust

The John Feeney  
  Charitable Trust
The LJC Fund
The Lord Austin Trust
The M K Rose Charitable Trust
The MacRobert Trust
The McLay Dementia Trust
The Oakley Charitable Trust
The Perry Family  
  Charitable Trust 
The Patrick Trust
The Rachel Baker  
  Memorial Charity
The Rigby Foundation
The Roger and Douglas Turner  
  Charitable Trust
The Rowlands Trust
The S and D Lloyd Charity
The Saintbury Trust 
The Uncle Bill Trust
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CORPORATE PARTNERS 
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MEMBERS

Over 1,500 members contribute annually to ensure the Orchestra’s vital work both on 
and off the concert platform can happen. Thank you to each and every one of you.

SYMPHONY CIRCLE  
John Cole and Jennie Howe  
  (Richard Thomas) 
Gill and Jonathan Evans  
  (Charlotte Skinner)  
Anita and Wyn Griffiths 
Len Hughes and Jacquie Blake  
  (Anthony Alcock)  
David Knibb, in memory of Lorraine  
  (Jonathan Quirk)  
Ian and Pam MacLennan  
  (Mark Phillips) 
Roger and Jenny Otto,  
  in memory of Juliet 
Graham Russell and Gloria Bates  
  (Georgia Hannant) 
Mark and Amanda Smith  
  (Catherine Bower) 
and our other anonymous supporters.

LONDON CIRCLE  
Richard and Patricia Burbidge 
Belinda McMicking 
Kannahi S Muthalagappan and family 
Fergus Randolph 
Hattie and Tony Smart

CONCERTO CIRCLE 
Katherine Aldridge,  
  in memory of Chris (Kaitlin Wild) 
Viv and Hazel Astling (Lowri Porter) 
John Bartlett (Mark O'Brien) 
The Barwell Charitable Trust 
Allan and Jennifer Buckle  
  (Helen Benson)  
Jill S Cadbury (Julia Aberg)  
Charlie and Louise Craddock 
 (Bethan Allmand)   
Judith Cutler and Keith Miles 
David Gregory (Nate Bomans)  
The Andrew Harris Charitable Trust 
Dr Allan Hough (Arthur Boutellier)  
Peter How (Tim Birchall) 
Alison and Jamie Justham  
  (David Vines) 
Valerie Lester (Jacqueline Tyler) 
Carole McKeown and David Low 
  (Miguel Fernandes) 
Paddy and Wendy Martin  
  (David BaMaung)  
Patrick and Tricia McDermott 
  (Helen Edgar and  
  Rachael Pankhurst) 
Gay Nebel and Trevor Clarke  
  (Bryony Morrison)  
Frank North 
Angela O'Farrell and Michael Lynes  
  (Toby Kearney) 
Joe O’Meara 
Dianne Page 

Simon and Margaret Payton  
  (Julian Atkinson)  
Robert Perkin 
Margaret Rogers (Moritz Pfister)  
Lesley Thomson (Jessica Tickle)  
Adam Tickell and Bridget Kelly 
Basil and Patricia Turner  
  (Marie-Christine Zupancic) 
In memory of Howard Vero  
  (Richard Watkin)  
Catherine Wall  
Diana and Peter Wardley  
  (Oliver Janes) 
Isabel, Peter and Christopher, 
  in loving memory of Ernest  
  (Elspeth Dutch) 
Robert Wilson (Emmet Byrne) 
and our other anonymous supporters.

The following players are supported 
by anonymous members of the 
Overture, Concerto and Symphony 
Circles, to whole we are very grateful: 
Mark Goodchild 
Sarah Malcolm 
Joanna Patton 
Adam Römer 
Jeremy Watt

OVERTURE CIRCLE 
Jan Adams in memory of Mike  
  (Eduardo Vassallo)  
Michael Allen in memory of Yvonne 
Miss J L Arthur (Julian Walters)  
Kiaran Asthana 
Mr M K Ayers 
Peter and Jane Baxter 
Christine and Neil Bonsall 
Mrs Jennifer Brooks  
  in memory of David (Julia Aberg)  
Helen Chamberlain in memory of  
  Allan Chamberlain (Sally Morgan) 
Dr Anthony Cook and Ms Susan Elias 
Robin and Kathy Daniels 
Julian and Lizzie Davey 
Jenny Dawson 
Dr Judith Dewsbury  
  in memory of Tony (Kate Setterfield)  
Alan Faulkner 
Elisabeth Fisher (Colette Overdijk)  
Mary and Tony Hale 
Cliff Hubbold 
 In memory of Harry and Rose Jacobi 
Mr Michael and Mrs Elaine Jones 
John and Jenny Kendall 
John Kent, in memory of Lisa 
  (Veronika Klirova) 
Jane Lewis 
Richard Lewis 
James and Anthea Lloyd 

Tim Marshall (Nikolaj Henriques) 
Carol Miller 
Philip Mills 
Paul and Elaine Murray 
Ian C Norton 
Andrew Orchard and Alan Jones 
Rob Page 
Sir Michael and Lady Joan Perry 
Dr John Peterson 
Rosalyn and Philip Phillips 
Julie and Tony Phillips (Jane Wright) 
Clive and Cynthia Prior 
Ian Richards 
Shirley Robinson 
Dr Roger Shinton 
Eleanor Sinton (Adrian Spillett)  
Mr A M and Mrs R J Smith 
Pam and Alistair Smith 
William Smith 
Jan and Peter Sterling  
  (Jeremy Bushell) 
Mr M and Mrs S A Squires 
Brenda Sumner 
Janet and Michael Taplin 
Tenors of the CBSO Chorus  
  (Joanna Patton)  
Alan Titchmarsh CBE  
  (Matthew Hardy)  
Mr R J and Mrs M Walls 
Jonathan Waterfield 
Shearer West 
Richard and Emma Yorke 
Roy Walton 
and our other anonymous supporters.

GOLD PATRON 
Richard Allen and Gail Barron  
Angel and Stephen Bottley  
Mike Bowden 
Patrick Burns 
Lady Cadbury 
Mr C J M Carrier 
Christine and John Carroll 
Tim Clarke and family 
Roger and Liz Dancey 
Sir Ian and Lady Dove 
Geoff and Dorothy Fearnehough 
Nicola Fleet-Milne 
Susan and John Franklin 
Mr R Furlong and Ms M Penlington 
John Gregory in memory of Janet 
Tony and Shirley Hall  
In memory of Kim Thorneywork 
Carmel and Anthony Mason 
Nigel and Sarah Moores 
Chris and Eve Parker 
Phillipa and Laurence Parkes 
David Wright and Rachel Parkins 
Chris and Sue Payne 
Canon Dr Terry Slater 



THANK YOU

15

Dr Barry and Mrs Marian Smith 
Pam Snell 
Ian and Ann Standing 
Bryan and Virginia Turner 
William and Janet Vincent 
Revd T and Mrs S Ward 
and our other anonymous supporters.

SILVER PATRON 
Mr S V Barber 
Mr P G Battye 
Paul Bond 
Mr A D and Mrs M Campbell 
Dr Anand Chitnis MBE and  
  Mrs Sarah Chitnis 
Peter and Jane Christopher 
Jane Fielding and Benedict Coleman 
Alan Cook 
David Crawford-Clarke 
Mrs A P Crockson 
Dr Margaret Davis and Dr John Davis 
Alistair Dow 
Naomi and David Dyker 
Paul and Sandi Evans 
Steve Leonard and Debbie Fuller 
Insa Nolte and Simon Green 
Peter Gorbing 
Mrs D R Greenhalgh 
Sue Clodd and Mike Griffiths 
Cliff Haresign 
Bob and Elizabeth Keevil 
Rodney and Alyson Kettel 
Mr Peter T Marsh 
James and Meg Martineau 
Peter and Julia Maskell 
Dr and Mrs Bernard Mason 
Anthony and Barbara Newson 
Richard Newton 
Mrs A J Officer 
Liz and Keith Parkes 
John Peniket 
Mr R Perkins and Miss F Hughes 
Dr and Mrs Plewes 
Revd Canon Richard & Mrs Gill Postill 
Kath and Mike Poulter 
Eileen Poxton in memory of  
  Reg Poxton 
Dr and Mrs R C Repp 
Ray Smith 
Shelia and Vic Stenning 
Andy Street 
John and Dorothy Tesh 
Professor and Mrs J A Vale 
Tony and Hilary Vines 
Peter Walling 
Stephen Williams 
John and Daphne Wilson 
Geoff and Moira Wyatt 
and our other anonymous supporters.

PATRON 
Elisabeth & Sherzad Al-Khalifa  
Mrs Thérèse Allibon 
Lloyd Allington 
Val and Graham Bache 
Andrew Baker and Anne Almond 
John Baldwin 
Andrew Barnell 
Mr and Mrs Barnfield 
Di Bass 
Paul Beckwith 
Mr I L Bednall 
Peter and Gill Bertinat 
Philip and Frances Betts 
Mrs Ann Billen 
Michael and Beryl Blood 
Bridget Blow CBE 
Anthony and Jenni Bradbury 
Dr Jane Flint Bridgewater and  
  Mr Kenneth Bridgewater 
Mr Arthur Brooker 
Ross Browning 
Mr G H & Mrs J M Butler 
Benedict and Katharine Cadbury 
Jeannie Cadman 
Elizabeth Ceredig 
Carole and Richard Chillcott 
Dr A J Cochran 
Dee and Paul Cocking 
Mrs S M Coote in memory of John 
D and M Coppage 
Maureen and Malcolm Cornish 
Luned Corser 
Maurice and Ann Crutchlow 
Andy & Deb Cummings 
Sue Dalley and Martin Willis 
Robert and Barbara Darlaston 
Lynda and Lesley Davies-Bailey 
Trevor Davis 
Kath Deakin 
Dr J Dilkes 
Brian and Mary Dixon 
Thomas Dobson 
Barbara Donaldson 
Terry Dougan and Christina Lomas 
John Drury 
Catherine Duke 
Linda and William Edmondson 
Alex and Fran Elder 
Miss E W Evans 
Mr G L & Mrs D Evans 
Dr D W Eyre-Walker 
Chris Fonteyn MBE 
Alan and Christine Giles 
Prof J Gilkison and Prof T Hocking 
R and J Godfrey 
Jill Godsall 
Peter Gorbing 
 

Laura Greenaway, in memory of  
  David Richards 
Roger and Gaye Hadley 
Miss A R Haigh 
Stephen Hale and Stephen Wood 
Mr W L Hales 
Malcolm Harbour 
Ian Hartland 
Phil Haywood in memory of Ann 
Keith Herbert and Pat Gregory 
Susan Holmes in memory of Peter 
Valerie and David Howitt 
Penny Hughes 
Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 
Henry and Liz Ibberson 
David Johnson 
Ken and Chris Jones 
Paul Juler 
Mr and Mrs R Kirby 
Bill Lane 
Brian Langton 
Colin and Joan Lapworth 
Mrs D Larkam 
Professor David London 
Gill and Philip Marshall 
Geoff and Jenny Mason 
Mr A A McLintock 
Patro Mobsby 
Philip and Clare Moore  
Geoff Mullett 
P J and H I B Mulligan 
Mrs M M Nairn 
Richard and Shirley Newby 
Richard Newton and  
  Katharine Francis 
Brian Noake 
Ms E Norton OBE 
Marie and John O’Brien 
Mr and Mrs R T Orme 
S J Osborne 
Nigel Packer 
Rod Parker and Lesley Biddle 
Graham and Bobbie Perry 
David and Julia Powell 
Stuart Poyner 
Gill Powell and John Rowlatt 
C Predota 
Roger Preston 
Richard and Lynda Price 
Dr and Mrs K Randle 
John Rawnsley and Hanne Hoeck 
Mr. Charles Rumford and  
  Mr. Gary Richardson 
Katy and David Ricks 
Jane and Peter Rowe 
Helen Rowett and David Pelteret 
Steve and Barbara Royston 
Mrs L J Sadler 
In memory of Cliff Sage 
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THANK YOU

Carole and Chris Sallnow 
Stephen Saltaire 
William and Eileen Saunders 
Margaret and Andrew Sherrey 
Dr and Mrs Shrank 
Keith Shuttleworth 
Elizabeth Simons 
Mr N R Skelding 
Ed Smith 
Mary Smith and Brian Gardner  
  in memory of John and Jen 
Matthew Somerville and  
  Deborah Kerr 
Lyn Stephenson 
Anne Stock 
Mr and Mrs J B Stuffins 
J E Sutton 
Barbara Taylor in memory of  
  Michael Taylor 
Claire Tilt 
Mrs J H Upward 
Robert van Elst 
Bob and Louise Vivian 
Kit Ward 
Ann Warne 
Neil Warren 
Mr and Mrs J West 
Pippa Whittaker 
John and Pippa Wickson 
Richard and Mary Williams 
Barry and Judith Williamson 
John Winterbottom 
Caroline and Richard York 
and our other anonymous supporters.

CHORUS PATRON 
Lawrence Bacon  
Josephine Mesa Bandres 
Sarah Beedle 
Di Charles 
Richard Cook 
W. Etrömp 
David & Gill Fletcher  
Catherine Foster 
Steve Gibbs 
Elizabeth Haines 
Halsey Family 
Andrew Halstead 
Thomas Hazell 
Hugh Houghton 
Ian Howarth 
Barbara Hulse 
Val Lewis 
Gillian Machin 
Moyra Morton 
Sarah Padmore 
Richard Prew 
Pet Worm 
Phil Rawle 
Sarah Russell 
Jean Scott 
Ed Sykes 
Hugh Thomson 
Gordon J Thornett 
Rosemary Watts 
Jeanette Wong 
and our other anonymous supporters.

LEGACY DONORS 
The late Mrs Abbott  
The late Anne Adams  
In memory of Chris Aldridge 
The late Trevor Almond 
In memory of Peter Ashton 
In memory of Foley L Bates  
The late Terence Baum 
The late Elizabeth Bathurst Blencowe 
The late Mr Peter Black 
The Late John Botham 
The Late Miss G Brant 
The late Mary Brown 
The late Michael Brown 
The late Richard Busby 
The Late Anthony Carr 
The late I M Chesner 
The late Colin W Clarke 
The late Roy Collins 
David in memory of Ruth 
The late Mr Peter Day 
The late K Draper 
The late Ivor Dudley 
The late Miss Margery Elliott 
The late Eileen Fairhurst 
The late Mary Fellows 
The late Elnora Ferguson 
The late Anne Fletcher 
The late June Fluck 
The late Wally Francis 
The late Alan Goodwin 
The late Colin Graham 
The late Averil and Terry Green 
The late Kenneth Guest 
The late Mrs Marjorie Hildreth 
The late Roger Hill 
The late Estella Hindley 
The late Patricia Homeshaw 
The late Mr Hucker 
The late Rosalind Jackson 
The late William Jones 
The late Michael Jordan 
The late Mrs Thelma Justham 
The late Beresford King-Smith 
The late Professor Robert Knecht 
The late Mr John Thomas Knight 
The late Mr and Mrs F. McDermott  
  and Mrs C. Hall 
The late Blyth and Myriam Major 
The late Mrs Mahon 
The Late Vera Mason 
The late Joyce Middleton 
The late Christine Miller 
The late Peter and Moyra Monahan 
The Late Paul Morgan 
The late Arthur Mould 
The late June North 
The late Martin Purdy  
The late Cyril Reeves 
In memory of David Reeve,  
  a true music lover 
The late J Renwick 
The late Frederick Richardson 
The late Mrs Edith Roberts 
The late Trevor Robinson 
The late John Roe 
The late Mr Andrew Roulstone 
The late Carl Schwalbe 

The late Thomas Edward Scott 
The late Barbara Shields 
The late Margaret Skene 
The late Mrs C E Smith  
The late Mrs Sylvia Stirman 
The late Marion Stone 
The late Mrs Eileen Summers 
The late Sheri Tullah 
The late Lorraine Westcott 
The late David Wilson

Our anonymous donors and those 
that have pledged to support  
the CBSO through a legacy gift  
in the future. 

Credits correct as of  
6 June 2025
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A GUIDE TO  
MUSICAL TERMS
In an ongoing collaboration with the 
Shireland CBSO Academy, we are working 
with music students to jointly develop a 
glossary of useful terminology to ensure 
all audience members can understand the 
orchestral terms used in programmes.

Through workshops taking place since 
February 2025, students from Shireland 
CBSO Academy have developed a list of 
key words within orchestral music alongside 
their own definitions. We will continue to 

collaborate with students to develop and 
grow this list, which will be accessible on 
the CBSO website and in specific printed 
programmes going forward.

Below you can find a selection of key words 
and definitions linked to this programme. 
You can find the full glossary on our website. 
Thank you to the students who have 
contributed to this project so far, including 
Lewis, Emilia and Abigail.

Concerto  A musical structure that features a solo instrument accompanied by 
an orchestra, often organised in several movements to focus on the 
interchange between the soloist’s skill and the orchestra’s sound. 

Encore An extra piece played at the end of a concert not specified in the 
programme, usually in response to the audience’s strong applause 
and excitement.  

Melody A melody is a pattern of sounds in different pitches also known as a 
tune. It may be used to form a theme.

Movement A section of an enormous musical work, much like a chapter in 
a book, with its own expressions and speed. Often included in a 
symphony and intended to be played in a particular sequence. 
Movements are defined by numbers listed under the title of the 
work.

Symphony A detailed, long piece of music divided into different sections, 
usually in four parts.

Theme A melody or idea that forms the major focus of a piece, often 
serving as the signature tune.

Discover more definitions at cbso.co.uk/shireland-glossary
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YOU M
IGHT ALSO LIKE...

UPCOMING 
CONCERTS...

Book online at cbso.co.uk or call the  
B:Music Box Office on 0121 780 3333

CBSO 
MEMBERSHIP
From priority booking to members’ 
events and behind-the-scenes 
information, there are plenty of 
reasons to join the CBSO. 

But it is the people themselves 
who are at the very heart of our 
membership. CBSO members 
can enjoy the chance to share the 
company of musicians and artists 
and meet new like-minded friends.

Simply visit cbso.co.uk/
membership to sign up online,  
or call the development team on  
0121 616 6510.

We look forward to welcoming  
you to the family!

JOIN THE FAMILY

KAZUKI CONDUCTS THE DREAM  
OF GERONTIUS
A spiritual journey, a chorus of demons 
– and an angelic farewell.
Wed 17 Sep 2025, 7:30pm

KAZUKI CONDUCTS STRAUSS 
Death transfigured into life and some 
answers to life’s Big Questions.
Wed 10 Dec 2025, 7:30pm

SHOSTAKOVICH'S FIFTH SYMPHONY
Powerful music against the odds, from 
occupied Poland to snow-bound Finland 
to Stalinist Russia.
Wed 1 Oct 2025, 2:15pm



Arrive by Metro
and immerse yourself

in the music
Enjoy your orchestra 
experience with
discounted tram travel 
and free Park 'n' Ride.
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ORCHESTRAL 
MUSIC 
THAT’S
RIGHT UP 
YOUR  
STREET

2025-26 
SEASON

ROMANTIC

CALMING

COMFORTING

ADVENTUROUS 

FEEL-GOOD

POWERFUL

MOVING

REFLECTIVE

FIND YOUR CBSO
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CBSO.CO.UK

City of
Birmingham
Symphony
Orchestra 

Proud to be Birmingham’s Orchestra

Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and X
@TheCBSO

CBSO Centre
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF
information@cbso.co.uk
0121 616 6500

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme was 
correct at the time of going to print. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
Cover photo: Marco Borggreve. Print: emmersonpress.co.uk

WE'RE  
ALL  
EARS
We'd love to hear from you!

Complete our survey and be in with the 
chance of winning a £50 voucher for a 
restaurant of your choice.

We're working to better understand our 
audiences, and by completing a survey 
following a CBSO concert, you can opt in 
to be entered into the prize draw.

If you’d like to share any additional 
feedback, or have any questions, please 
email us at marketing@cbso.co.uk.


