
SYMPHONIC 
QUEEN

Programme £2.50

CBSO.CO.UKCity of
Birmingham
Symphony
Orchestra 

Symphonic Queen
Symphony Hall
Saturday 20 September 2025, 
7:30pm

This concert is presented in 
association with DLA Piper



We are proud to be Principal 
Sponsors of the CBSO

SCC part of the Rigby Group

Celebrating 50 Years of a Great British Business



Theatre and musicals have played a huge 
part in my life. I remember seeing ‘We Will 
Rock You’ as a teenager and saying out 
loud "I’m going to play that role of Galileo 
one day". For it to come true at such an 
early age is something I hold very dear  
to my heart. (I even have a little claim to 
fame too…. Brian May has bought me 
Domino’s Pizza!)

The vocals of Freddie Mercury and 
the music of Queen will live on forever. 
Freddie’s energy on stage, backed by some 
of the most legendary musicians of our 
generation, is something that has given me 
so much inspiration as a performer over the 
past 15 years.

Tonight, we celebrate an evening of Queen 
with the wonderful City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra, taking you through  
a journey of some of their biggest hits. 
With vocals from West End stars Rob 
Houchen, Nicole Raquel Dennis and  
Jodie Steele, conducted by the incredible 
Alfonso Casado Trigo, it will be a night  
to remember.

Let’s get ready to rock!
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION
At 21 years old I was very fortunate to play the leading role 
in ‘We Will Rock You’ at the Dominion Theatre, and I had the 
opportunity of sharing the stage with Brian May and Roger 
Taylor. Seeing them both rising from the pit during ‘Bohemian 
Rhapsody’ with Brian on guitar and Roger on drums was a 
real pinch me moment and an experience I will never forget.

Ross Hunter
Vocalist

We are proud to be Principal 
Sponsors of the CBSO

SCC part of the Rigby Group

Celebrating 50 Years of a Great British Business



44

INFORM
ATION

Alfonso Casado Trigo, Conductor 
Nicole Raquel Dennis, Vocalist 
Rob Houchen, Vocalist 
Ross Hunter, Vocalist 
Jodie Steele, Vocalist 
Grace Tarrant, Backing Vocalist 
Emma Lovatt, Backing Vocalist 
Louise Marshall, Backing Vocalist

Innuendo, 7mins 
You’re My Best Friend, 3mins 
Seven Seas of Rhye, 3mins 
Bicycle Race, 4mins 
Fat Bottomed Girls, 4mins 
A Kind of Magic, 5mins 
Radio Ga Ga, 5mins 
Killer Queen, 3mins 
Don’t Stop Me Now, 4mins 
Play the Game, 4mins 
It’s a Hard Life, 5mins 
The Miracle, 5mins

Interval

Prelude, 5mins 
Somebody to Love, 5mins 
Breakthru, 5mins 
We Will Rock You, 2mins 
Crazy Little Thing Called Love, 3mins 
Save Me, 5mins 
I’m Going Slightly Mad, 5mins 
Headlong, 5mins 
Who Wants to Live Forever, 6mins 
Bohemian Rhapsody, 7mins 
We are the Champions, 4mins

We are happy for you to take photos and short videos 
at our concerts during applause breaks. We ask that 
you are mindful of disturbing artists and other audience 
members. Please dim the brightness on your phone, 
and do not use your flash.

We also regularly take photographs for promotional 
use, so you may see a professional photographer at our 
concerts. Please ask a member of the front of house 
team if you have any questions about this.

To ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the 
performance, please make sure your mobile phone is 
set to silent.

Principal Funders:

This concert is presented in association 
with West End International.



QUEEN QUIZ
QUEEN OUIZ
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In what year did Queen form?

1
Don’t Stop Me Now appeared on what album?

2
What is the name of the group’s drummer?

3
4
5
6

Who recorded the song Under Pressure with the band?

What song served as the title of the West End Musical featuring the story of Queen, 
written by Ben Elton?

What is Queen’s biggest hit, grossing over 2 billion streams?

7

Answers: 1 = 1970. 2 = Jazz. 3 = Roger Taylor. 4 = David Bowie. 5 = We Will Rock You.  
6 = Bohemian Rhapsody. 7 = Queen: Greatest Hits. 8 = The bands’ Zodiac signs: Leo and Virgo.

One of Queen’s albums is the best-selling album of all time in the UK.  
Which one is it?

8 What two symbols have been put together to make the design of the Queen logo?

It's time to test your Queen knowledge!
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Conductor

ALFONSO CASADO TRIGO

Alfonso is a freelance Musical Director 
and Supervisor whose international work 
includes West End and Broadway.  His 
credits as Musical Supervisor & Director 
include Les Misérables (London, Japan, 
Brazil, Spain), The Phantom of the Opera 
(Vienna, UK Tour), Miss Saigon (London, 
Japan, Austria, Sydney, Asian Tour) and 
he is the International Assistant Musical 
Supervisor for Mamma Mia!. He regularly 
conducts major international orchestras; 
Alfonso has conducted the Royal Seville 
Symphony, Hallé, Royal Liverpool 
Philharmonic, Bournemouth Symphony, 
Royal Northern Sinfonia, BBC Concert, 
Philharmonia, London Contemporary 
Orchestra, Ulster Orchestra, Barcelona 
Symphony and Liceu Opera Orchestra. 
He has worked in film and television as a 
composer, orchestrator and arranger. His 
composer credits include Venus; Héroes de 
Barrio; commercial jingles for Disney and 
Nickelodeon, La Bamba! The Musical and 
101 Dalmations – The Musical. Alfonso’s 
recording credits include Miss Saigon (25th 
Anniversary DVD), Les Misérables (staged 
concert DVD), Miss Saigon (DVD), Old 
Friends (DVD) and Spanish Music of the 21st 
Century (BBC CO with Juan Pérez Floristán 
and Magdalena Llamas).
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Vocalist

Nicole Raquel Dennis is an award-winning 
actress and singer from London, best known 
for originating the role of Alana Beck in the 
West End production of Dear Evan Hansen at 
the Noël Coward Theatre for which they won a 
BBTA – Best Supporting Actress in a Musical.  
Other theatre credits include Effie White in 
the West End and UK Tour of Dreamgirls, 
understudying Norma in the original West 
End cast of Waitress at the Adelphi Theatre, 
and The Book of Mormon at the Prince of 
Wales Theatre. They most recently played 
their off-Broadway debut playing Dr Amelia 
Fleming in Lifeline at the Signature Theatre. 
On television, Nicole reached the semi-finals 
of ITV’s The Voice in 2019, as well as starring 
in Musicals: The Greatest Show, which was 
broadcast on BBC One in 2021. Other stage & 
solo concerts include Performer & Producer 
of #TURNUPLONDON, a major fundraising 
concert at Cadogan Hall in aid of Black Lives 
Matter, for which they won a BBTA – Best 
Use of Innovation & Technology and Rafiki in 
Mickey and the Magician (Disneyland Paris).

NICOLE RAQUEL 
DENNIS

Vocalist

Rob trained at Guildford School of Acting. He 
has just finished starring as Jack in the original 
cast of Titanique at the Criterion Theatre.  
Other credits include Lieutenant Cable in 
South Pacific (Chichester Festival Theatre and 
UK Tour), Man in Marry Me A Little (The Barn 
Theatre), Jimmy / Dr Mandril in City of Angels 
(Garrick Theatre), Fabrizio in The Light in the 
Piazza (Royal Festival Hall, Dorothy Chandler 
Pavilion, LA and Lyric Opera, Chicago), Marius 
in Les Misérables All Star Concert (Gielgud 
Theatre), the title role in Eugenius! (The 
Other Palace), Kahlil Gibran in Broken Wings 
(Theatre Royal Haymarket), Marius in Les 
Misérables 30th Anniversary (Japan), Fleet in 
Titanic (Charing Cross Theatre), Marius in Les 
Misérables (Queen’s Theatre), The 12 Tenors 
(World Wide Events), Godspell in Concert 
(The Lyric Theatre), the title role in Candide in 
Concert (Cadogan Hall) and Peter Pan (Harlow 
Playhouse). His television and film credits 
include Tony in West Side Stories: The Making 
of a Classic (BBC), Les Misérables The All Star 
Concert (Universal). Rob’s original music can 
be found on all major streaming platforms.

ROB HOUCHEN
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Ross trained at the Arts Educational School in 
London graduating with a BA Honours Degree 
in Musical Theatre. Upon leaving college he 
landed the role of Galileo in the Olivier award 
winning We Will Rock You at the Dominion 
Theatre. Subsequent West End performances 
include Warner in Legally Blonde at the Savoy 
Theatre, Drew Boley in Rock of Ages at the 
Shaftesbury and Garrick Theatres, Elder 
Price in The Book of Mormon at the Prince 
of Wales Theatre, the title role in Robin Hood 
at the Cambridge Arts Theatre and Roger 
Davis in Rent at the St James Theatre. Ross 
was involved in the first workshop of Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory, and he has also 
performed in concert productions of My Fair 
Lady at the BBC Proms and Chess In Concert 
at the Royal Albert Hall. Ross is incredibly 
proud to have shared the stage with Brian 
May and Roger Taylor from Queen, and he can 
often be found performing as a vocalist with 
the Beatbox Acapella group ‘The Magnets’.

Vocalist

Jodie’s theatre credits include Roberta Kilgore 
in Picture You Dead UK Tour, Diana in Filumena 
at the Theatre Royal Windsor, Shelley in Bat 
Boy at the London Palladium, Betty in Billie 
the Kid at the Vaudeville, Blanche Barrow 
in Bonnie and Clyde at the Garrick Theatre, 
Daisy Buchanan in Gatsby at the Southwark 
Playhouse, Heather Chandler in Heathers at the 
Other Palace and Theatre Royal Haymarket, 
Sheila in Hair at the London Palladium, 
Katherine Howard in Six (UK Tour), Sherrie in 
Rock of Ages (UK Tour), Elphaba in Wicked 
(UK & International Tour), Carmen in Fame 
(UK Tour), Mary Magdalene in Jesus Christ 
Superstar (UK Tour), The Great American Trailer 
Park Musical at Waterloo East Theatre, War of 
the Worlds at the Dominion Theatre, Legally 
Blonde at Kilworth House, Miracle on 34th 
Street UK Tour. Her television appearances 
include Lily Vernon in Malory Towers and Jenny 
in Eastenders, both for the BBC, as well as roles 
in ITV’s Emmerdale and Professor T.  

JODIE STEELE

Vocalist

ROSS HUNTER
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ROMANTIC

CALMING

COMFORTING

ADVENTUROUS 

FEEL-GOOD

POWERFUL

MOVING

REFLECTIVE

FIND YOUR CBSO
CBSO.CO.UK

C
ity of
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O
rchestra 

ORCHESTRAL 
MUSIC 
THAT’S
RIGHT UP 
YOUR  
STREET

This is your invitation to a CBSO concert – a place to try 
something new, to hear something familiar, to be amazed, to be 
moved, to be inspired. A place to explore live orchestral music, 
in your own way, at your own pace, right here in Birmingham. 
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We are Birmingham’s orchestra – loud 
and proud. An internationally celebrated 
symphony orchestra that makes music that 
matters to the people of Birmingham, the 
West Midlands and beyond.

A family of 90 incredible musicians, we 
exist to create exciting musical experiences 
for all. From brightening up the morning 
commute, to inspiring audiences and 
musicians of the future – we make epic, 
powerful, meaningful music that fills 
concert halls, communities, streets,  
schools and lives with passion,  
excitement, inspiration, hope and joy.

We’ve come from all over the world, but 
we’re at home right here in Birmingham. 
See us at Symphony Hall playing some  
of the greatest symphonic music of all  
time, at pop-up performances around 
the city, at the CBSO Centre performing 
intimate small-scale gigs or in schools, 
community centres, libraries and even  
the occasional pub!

We’re musicians, but we’re also parents, 
teachers, runners, gardeners, writers, sports 
fans, foodies and so much more. We’re part 
of your city, and we couldn’t be happier to 
be here to play, share, write, sing, live and 
breathe music with you!

PROUD TO BE 
BIRMINGHAM’S ORCHESTRA

© PATCH DOLAN

Saturday 20 September 2025



M
EET THE CBSO

11

PERFORMERS

# Recipient of the CBSO Long Service Award
* Supported player

Saturday 20 September 2025

VIOLIN I
Andrew Harvey
Richard Thomas*#

Nathan Bomans*
Jane Wright*#

Bethan Allmand*
Aria Trigas
Mark Robinson#

Victoria Farrell-Reed
Wendy Quirk
Adam Hill
Laura Embrey
Libby Golding#

VIOLIN II
Peter Campbell-Kelly
Amy Jones*#

Charlotte Skinner*#

Georgia Hannant*
Tam Mott 
Bryony Morrison*
Yuriko Matsuda 
Tim Birchall*
Gabriel Dyker*#

Amy Littlewood

VIOLA
Chris Yates*#

David BaMaung*
Catherine Bower*#

Michael Jenkinson*#

Jessica Tickle*
Sarah Malcolm*
Amy Thomas*#

Isobel Doncaster

CELLO
Eduardo Vassallo*#

David Powell*#

Kate Setterfield*#

Catherine  
  Ardagh-Walter*#

Helen Edgar*#

Sarah Berger

DOUBLE BASS
Anthony Alcock*
Julian Atkinson*#

Jeremy Watt*
Julian Walters*#

Daniel Vassallo

FLUTE
Marie-Christine  
  Zupancic*#

PICCOLO
Claire Childs

OBOE
Rosie Staniforth

COR ANGLAIS
Rachael Pankhurst*

CLARINET
Joanna Patton*#

BASS CLARINET
Mark O’Brien*

BASSOON
Nikolaj Henriques*

CONTRABASSOON
Margaret Cookhorn*

HORN
Elspeth Dutch*#

Neil Shewan
Mark Phillips*#

Jeremy Bushell*
Martin Wright#

TRUMPET
Jon Holland
Kaitlin Wild*
Jonathan Quirk*#

Jon Sheppard 

TROMBONE
Richard Watkin*
Anthony Howe*#

BASS TROMBONE
David Vines*#

TUBA
Daniel Trodden

TIMPANI
Iris van den Bos

PERCUSSION
Adrian Spillett*#

Andrew Herbert* 
Alex Henshaw 
Miriam Kitchener

HARP
Katherine Thomas*

GUITAR
Ralph Porrett
Nick Radcliffe

BASS GUITAR
Mark Goodchild*#

KEYS
John Reddel
James Keefe

DRUM KIT
Gareth Roberts
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THANK YOU

STRATEGIC & IN-KIND

PUBLIC FUNDERS PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

EDUCATION PARTNERS

THANK YOU

To view a comprehensive list of supporters please visit  
cbso.co.uk/support-us/thank-you or scan the QR code.

EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTERS
Thank you also to our Major Donors, Benefactors, Circles Members, 
Patrons, Friends and Trusts & Foundations for their generous support.

The support we receive from thousands of 
individual donors, public funders, businesses 
and private foundations allows us to present 
extraordinary performances and to create exciting 
activities in schools and communities. Your support 
makes a huge difference and is much appreciated.

CORPORATE PARTNERS 



STAFF & TRUSTEES
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MEET THE TEAM
Emma Stenning Chief Executive 
Martha Davis Executive Assistant

ARTISTIC PLANNING 
Catherine Arlidge MBE Director of Artistic Planning 
Maddi Belsey-Day Artistic Planning and Tours Manager 
Jean Attard Assistant Artistic Planning Manager

CONCERTS 
Graham Sibley Director of Orchestra Operations 
Felix Lo Orchestra Manager  
Chris Goodchild Assistant Orchestra Manager 
Peter Harris Platform Manager 
Robert Howard Assistant Platform Manager 
Jack Lovell-Huckle Librarian 
Nathan Isaac Assistant Librarian

LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT
Tom Spurgin Creative Director –  
  Learning & Engagement 
Kate Gardner, Interim Director  
  of Learning & Engagement 
Carolyn Burton Learning Programme Manager 
Georgia Wells Learning Programme Producer 
Jo Wright Community & Talent Development Manager 
Helen Butcher Community & Talent  
  Development Producer  
Alexandra Parker Chorus Manager 
Helen Horrox Chorus Producer 
Jenna Hyde Wellbeing Lead

AUDIENCES
Beki Smith Director of Audiences 
Melanie Ryan Audience Experience and  
  Insight Manager 
Lee Hunt Data Analyst 
Jude Radley Audience Experience Officer 
Anna O’Connor Senior Marketing and Content Manager 
Alexandra Georgiadis Marketing and  
  Campaigns Coordinator 
Isabel Clarke Content Coordinator 
Hannah Blake-Fathers Content Creator 
Jonathan Ferro Content Creator (Maternity Cover) 
Liam Churchard Designer 
 

DEVELOPMENT
Claire Tilt Director of Development 
Rachel Bowden Senior Development Manager 
Ruj Sanghera Membership Manager 
Amy Self Individual Giving Manager 
BE Lundy Corporate Partnership Manager 
Charlotte Wheeler Events Manager 
Rachel Cooper Development Administrator 
Rhiannah Price Development Administrator 
  (Maternity Cover)

FINANCE & RESOURCES
Mark Pallett Director of Finance and Resources  
Alan Johnson CBSO Centre Manager 
Hollie Dunster HR Manager 
Marlene McDonald HR Manager (Maternity Cover) 
Mary Tsung Finance Manager 
Jaspreet Hothi Assistant Accountant 
Susan Price Senior Finance Officer 
Lindsey Bhagania Assistant Payroll Manager 
Peter Clarke Assistant CBSO Centre Manager 
Ellis Hudson Assistant Buildings and Facilities Manager 
Harriet Compson Receptionist

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Lord Tony Hall Chair of the Board 
Gurpreet Bhatia Trustee 
Jane Fielding Trustee 
Sir Mark Grundy Trustee 
Emily Ingram Trustee 
Sundash Jassi Trustee 
Chris Loughran Trustee & Chair of the CBSO    
  Development Trust 
Jules Parke-Robinson Trustee 
Catherine Wall Trustee 
Celia Richardson Trustee 
Helen Edgar Tutti Cello & Player Nominated Trustee 
Andrew Herbert Principal Percussion and  
  Player Nominated Trustee 
Cllr Darius Sandhu BCC Nominated Trustee 
Cllr Liz Clements BCC Nominated Trustee
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YOU M
IGHT ALSO LIKE...

UPCOMING 
CONCERTS...

Book online at cbso.co.uk or call the  
B:Music Box Office on 0121 780 3333

CBSO 
MEMBERSHIP
From priority booking to members’ 
events and behind-the-scenes 
information, there are plenty of 
reasons to join the CBSO. 

But it is the people themselves 
who are at the very heart of our 
membership. CBSO members 
can enjoy the chance to share the 
company of musicians and artists 
and meet new like-minded friends.

Simply visit cbso.co.uk/
membership to sign up online,  
or call the development team on  
0121 616 6510.

We look forward to welcoming  
you to the family!

JOIN THE FAMILY

LAURA MVULA WITH THE CBSO
Laura Mvula returns to her hometown for 
an unmissable one-off performance
Fri 10 Oct 2025, 7:30pm

BARTÓK & RAVEL
Sumptuous fairy tales, intoxicating 
Spanish melodies, Hungarian romance 
and urban tragedy.
Thu 4 Dec 2025, 2:15pm

KAZUKI & THE JUSSEN BROTHERS
Two ‘great’ symphonies, two brilliant 
pianists, two fast and furious duets.
Thu 23 Oct 2025, 2:15pm



Marsh is a global leader in insurance 
broking and innovative risk management 
solutions. We help clients quantify and 
manage risk — and help them unlock  
new opportunities for growth.

To discuss your insurance and risk management needs, 
please contact Paul Kerry: 
paul.kerry@marsh.com 
07385 403 940
marsh.com

This is a marketing communication. The information contained herein is based on sources we believe reliable and should  
be understood to be general risk management and insurance information only. The information is not intended to be taken  
as advice with respect to any individual situation and cannot be relied upon as such. Marsh Ltd is authorised and regulated  
by the Financial Conduct Authority for General Insurance Distribution and Credit Broking (Firm Reference No. 307511).  
Copyright 2024. 21–806562042.

A business of Marsh McLennan.

Marsh are proud
sponsors of the
City of Birmingham
Symphony Orchestra



CBSO.CO.UK

City of
Birmingham
Symphony
Orchestra 

Proud to be Birmingham’s Orchestra

Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and YouTube
@TheCBSO

CBSO Centre
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF
information@cbso.co.uk
0121 616 6500

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme was 
correct at the time of going to print. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
Cover photo: Patch Dolan. Print: emmersonpress.co.uk


