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I admired so much of the music and the 
musicians that I got to know during my time 
at the CBSO. To sit amongst the CBSO and 
play my own music feels like a fantasy to 
me. Birmingham is my hometown and to 
be coming back as an artist whose music 
people enjoy will be very special. 

In Birmingham, you could pretty much put 
me anywhere and I’d know my way around 
by foot. It’s the only place in the world for 
which that’s true for me. I sometimes even 
have a recurring dream about the 35 bus 
route - so many places in Birmingham 
represent huge or intimate moments in my 
life, whether that was Moseley being the 
daytime hangout spots, the Midlands Art 
Centre where I got my piano lessons, or the 
central library which was a staple both for 
my personal and academic life and a place 
where I discovered a lot of new music.

This concert represents a new era in 
my music career. There will be the 
familiar, well-loved tunes as well as new 
interpretations of my music and sneak 
peeks of a new album! It’s not every day 
that you get to write and perform with an 
orchestra - I first arranged ‘Can’t Live with 
the World’ for the Metropole Orkest and I 
was petrified that it wouldn’t play right. It 
was one thing growing up with orchestras 
and another to have them play your music. 
Writing for an orchestra was a really new 
thing for me, however now it requires me to 
dig deeper and I thrive on that challenge, as 
much as it might terrify me.

Birmingham had such a genuine faith in 
me from since I was a little kid so to start 
this new era with the CBSO is perfect 
and I’m so happy to be able to share this 
pinnacle moment with my loved ones in 
Birmingham.
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION
From being on the front desk at the CBSO Centre to now 
joining the CBSO on stage at Symphony Hall, this concert is 
such an exciting full circle moment for me. 

Laura Mvula
Writer, Vocalist 
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INFORM
ATION

Matthew Lynch, Conductor 
 
Laura Mvula, Vocals, Piano 
Troy Miller, Music Director, Drums 
Oli Rockberger, Keys 
Daniel Hutchinson, Guitar 
Karl Onibuje, Bass Guitar 
*Eska, Guest Vocals 
Iona Thomas, Baby Sol, Philly Lopez, Backing Vocals

This performance will be 
broadcast live on BBC Radio 3

Overture (arr. Miller), 5mins 
Sing to the Moon (arr. Taggart), 4mins 
Overcome (Band only), 4mins 
I Don’t Know What The Weather Will Be (arr. Richards), 4mins 
Father Father (arr. Buckley), 7mins 
Kiss My Feet (arr. Miller), 4mins 
Show Me Love (arr. Miller), 6mins 
Flying Without You (arr. Cottrell), 4mins

Interval

Church Girl (Band only), 4mins 
Bread (arr. Mvula), 3mins 
It Would Be (arr. Mvula), 3mins* 
Can’t Live With the World (arr. Mvula), 6mins 
Stars (arr. Mvula), 5mins 
Make Me Lovely (arr. Richards), 6mins 
Magical (arr. Miller), 4mins

We are happy for you to take photos and short videos 
at our concerts during applause breaks. We ask that 
you are mindful of disturbing artists and other audience 
members. Please dim the brightness on your phone, 
and do not use your flash.

We also regularly take photographs for promotional 
use, so you may see a professional photographer at our 
concerts. Please ask a member of the front of house 
team if you have any questions about this.

To ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the 
performance, please make sure your mobile phone is 
set to silent.

Principal Funders:

This concert is in collaboration 
with Black Lives in Music.



BLACK LIVES IN M
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Black Lives in Music is an organisation 
committed to championing racial equity and 
inclusion across the United Kingdom music 
industry. We work with artists, creatives, 
industry professionals and policymakers to 
remove barriers and ensure a thriving and 
diverse music culture.

Our mission is to equalise opportunity, 
access and representation for Black and 
global majority individuals, from the earliest 
stages of music education through to 
professional careers. Through research, 
campaigning, education and mentoring, we 
challenge systemic inequalities and create 
long-term change across the sector.

Black Lives in Music has produced 
pioneering reports, including Being Black 
in the Music Industry, which captured 
the lived experiences of Black musicians 
and professionals, exposing issues of 
discrimination and structural inequality and 
sparking industry-wide debate and action. 
Our work also includes creating safe spaces 
for students, supporting the decolonisation 
of conservatoires and championing 
underrepresented voices in classical and 
contemporary music.

From festivals such as Classically Black 
to initiatives that address licensing 
discrimination in live music through the 
forthcoming REMEL report, Black Lives in 
Music continues to amplify diverse voices 
and transform the cultural landscape.

At its core, Black Lives in Music is not just 
shaping the conversation around diversity in 
music. It is building the future of the industry, 
powered by equity, creativity and community.

Classically Black Birmingham is part of 
a bold and pioneering festival created 
by Black Lives in Music to celebrate 
the richness, diversity, and brilliance of 
Black composers and musicians. Now 
in its second year, the festival forms 
part of a wider cultural movement that 
reimagines classical music through 
the lens of culture, identity, and lived 
experience.
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Conductor

MATTHEW LYNCH

Matthew Lynch was a Fellow Conductor of 
the London Philharmonic Orchestra for the 
2024/25 season and continues to enjoy a 
busy international career. Last season he 
made debuts with the Toronto Symphony, 
London Philharmonic, BBC Symphony, and 
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestras. 
This season sees him return to the London 
Mozart Players, the Philharmonia and the 
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, alongside 
debuts with the City of Birmingham 
Symphony Orchestra and INSeries Opera. 
A keen advocate of contemporary music, 
Matthew is a regular collaborator of the 
composers Max Richter and Devonté 
Hynes. He also continues to play an active 
role in music education, working with the 
London Schools’ Symphony Orchestra, the 
Chineke! Junior Orchestra, and orchestras 
at the Royal Irish Academy of Music, Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland, and Trinity 
Laban. Matthew Lynch studied music at 
Oxford University and at the Hochschule 
für Musik, Dresden. He was a conducting 
fellow of the Aspen Music Festival and 
School with Robert Spano, a fellow of the 
Dartington Festival with Sian Edwards, 
and has participated in the Tanglewood 
Conducting Seminar with Stefan Asbury. 
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Vocals, Piano

Laura Mvula is a critically acclaimed 
songwriter, composer and recording artist. 
Her 2013 debut album Sing To The Moon 
introduced and firmly positioned her as 
one of Britain's most innovative talents. 
Followed by The Dreaming Room and Pink 
Noise, Mvula is known for her ability to draw 
from multiple genres in order to create her 
own and her writing style and dexterity 
are underpinned by her Birmingham 
Conservatoire degree in composition. Along 
the way, Laura’s albums have picked up 
an Ivor Novello, two MOBOs and BRITs 
nods with all three of her albums being 
nominated for the Mercury Prize. Touring 
extensively with headline shows across 
the UK, Europe, the US and Australia and 
festival appearances globally including at 
Glastonbury, Coachella, North Sea and New 
Orleans Festival, Laura’s music has found 
fans worldwide and drawn the attention of 
idols such as Prince. With both lyrical and 
musical composition at her disposal, Laura 
has performed with orchestras around the 
world and has composed and arranged 
for orchestral and choral groups notably 
creating works for the BBC Proms and 
the RSC’s 2017 production of Anthony and 
Cleopatra and composing the music for 
Netflix series Everything Now.

LAURA MVULA
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Music Director, Drums

TROY MILLER

Troy Miller is a rare talent; a multi-
instrumentalist, producer, songwriter, and 
conductor whose genre-spanning artistry 
has shaped modern music. He began as a 
drummer with Roy Ayers in 2003 and later 
joined Amy Winehouse’s band, remaining a 
core member for five years. Since then, he’s 
collaborated with icons like Chaka Khan, 
Donna Summer, Laura Mvula, and Gregory 
Porter. As a producer, Miller’s credits 
include Laura Mvula’s The Dreaming Room 
(Mercury Prize-nominated, Ivor Novello-
winning), Rag’n’Bone Man, Jamie Cullum, 
and Diana Ross’s Grammy-nominated 
THANKYOU. He co-produced the global 
hit Giant with Calvin Harris and Rag’n’Bone 
Man, and Emeli Sandé’s Real Life. Miller 
has conducted the London Symphony 
Orchestra, BBC Concert Orchestra, and 
founded the Kingdom Orchestra in 2023. 
His orchestral work includes performances 
with Cypress Hill, Gregory Porter, and 
Laura Mvula. Looking ahead to the 2025/26 
season, Miller continues to push boundaries 
with new orchestral collaborations, high-
profile productions, and performances that 
redefine the intersection of classical and 
contemporary music.
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This is your invitation to a CBSO concert – a place to try 
something new, to hear something familiar, to be amazed, to be 
moved, to be inspired. A place to explore live orchestral music, 
in your own way, at your own pace, right here in Birmingham. 
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We are Birmingham’s orchestra – loud 
and proud. An internationally celebrated 
symphony orchestra that makes music that 
matters to the people of Birmingham, the 
West Midlands and beyond.

A family of incredible musicians, we exist to 
create exciting musical experiences for all. 
From brightening up the morning commute, 
to inspiring audiences and musicians 
of the future – we make epic, powerful, 
meaningful music that fills concert halls, 
communities, streets, schools and lives  
with passion, excitement, inspiration,  
hope and joy.

We’ve come from all over the world, but 
we’re at home right here in Birmingham. 
See us at Symphony Hall playing some  
of the greatest symphonic music of all  
time, at pop-up performances around 
the city, at the CBSO Centre performing 
intimate small-scale gigs or in schools, 
community centres, libraries and even  
the occasional pub!

We’re musicians, but we’re also parents, 
teachers, runners, gardeners, writers, sports 
fans, foodies and so much more. We’re part 
of your city, and we couldn’t be happier to 
be here to play, share, write, sing, live and 
breathe music with you!

PROUD TO BE 
BIRMINGHAM’S ORCHESTRA

© PATCH DOLAN

Friday 10 October 2025
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PERFORMERS

# Recipient of the CBSO Long Service Award
* Supported player

Friday 10 October 2025

VIOLIN I
Jonathan Martindale*
Jack Greed
Jane Wright*
Richard Thomas*
Victoria Farrell-Reed
Mark Robinson#

Julia Aberg*
Luke Coomber
Bethan Allmand*
Iryna Glybova
Wendy Quirk
Zhivko Georgiev

VIOLIN II
Peter Campbell-Kelly
Amy Jones*#

Tam Mott 
Yuriko Matsuda 
Georgia Hannant*
Tim Birchall*
Bryony Morrison*
Gabriel Dyker*#

Amy Littlewood 
Adam Hill

VIOLA
Chris Yates*#

David BaMaung*
Catherine Bower*#

Michael Jenkinson*#

Amy Thomas*#

Isobel Doncaster
Jessica Tickle*
Laura Galletta
 
CELLO
Eduardo Vassallo*#

Arthur Boutillier*
David Powell*#

Kate Setterfield*#

Miguel Fernandes*
Jacqueline Tyler*#

DOUBLE BASS
Anthony Alcock*
Julian Atkinson*#

Jeremy Watt*
Mark Goodchild*#

Daniel Vassallo

FLUTE
Thomas Hancox
Veronika Klirova*#

PICCOLO
Jimena Alvarez

OBOE
Ewan Millar

COR ANGLAIS
Rachael Pankhurst*#

CLARINETS
Oliver Janes*#

Joanna Patton*#

BASS CLARINET
Mark O’Brien*

SAXOPHONE
Steve Morris

BASSOON
Tony Liu 
Margaret Cookhorn*

HORN
Elspeth Dutch*#

Neil Shewan
Mark Phillips*#

Jeremy Bushell*
Alex Harris

TRUMPET
Katie Bannister
Kaitlin Wild*
Angela Whelan
Craig Wild

TROMBONE
Richard Watkin*
Anthony Howe*#

BASS TROMBONE
David Vines*#

Eddie Curtis

TUBA
Daniel Trodden

TIMPANI
Matthew Hardy*

PERCUSSION
Andrew Herbert*
Toby Kearney*
Aidan Hammond

HARP
Katherine Thomas* 

KEYBOARD
James Keefe
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THANK YOU

STRATEGIC & IN-KIND

PUBLIC FUNDERS PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

EDUCATION PARTNERS

THANK YOU

To view a comprehensive list of supporters please visit  
cbso.co.uk/support-us/thank-you or scan the QR code.

EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTERS
Thank you also to our Major Donors, Benefactors, Circles Members, 
Patrons, Friends and Trusts & Foundations for their generous support.

The support we receive from thousands of 
individual donors, public funders, businesses 
and private foundations allows us to present 
extraordinary performances and to create exciting 
activities in schools and communities. Your support 
makes a huge difference and is much appreciated.

CORPORATE PARTNERS 



STAFF & TRUSTEES

13

MEET THE TEAM
Emma Stenning Chief Executive 
Martha Davis Executive Assistant

ARTISTIC PLANNING 
Catherine Arlidge MBE Director of Artistic Planning 
Maddi Belsey-Day Artistic Planning and Tours Manager 
Jean Attard Assistant Artistic Planning Manager

CONCERTS 
Graham Sibley Director of Orchestra Operations 
Felix Lo Orchestra Manager  
Chris Goodchild Assistant Orchestra Manager 
Peter Harris Platform Manager 
Robert Howard Assistant Platform Manager 
Jack Lovell-Huckle Librarian 
Nathan Isaac Assistant Librarian

LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT
Tom Spurgin Creative Director –  
  Learning & Engagement 
Kate Gardner, Interim Director  
  of Learning & Engagement 
Carolyn Burton Learning Programme Manager 
Georgia Wells Learning Programme Producer 
Jo Wright Community & Talent Development Manager 
Helen Butcher Community & Talent  
  Development Producer  
Alexandra Parker Chorus Manager 
Helen Horrox Chorus Producer 
Jenna Hyde Wellbeing Lead

AUDIENCES
Beki Smith Director of Audiences 
Melanie Ryan Audience Experience and  
  Insight Manager 
Lee Hunt Data Analyst 
Jude Radley Audience Experience Officer 
Anna O’Connor Senior Marketing and Content Manager 
Alexandra Georgiadis Marketing and  
  Campaigns Coordinator 
Isabel Clarke Content Coordinator 
Hannah Blake-Fathers Content Creator 
Jonathan Ferro Content Creator (Maternity Cover) 
Liam Churchard Designer 
 

DEVELOPMENT
Claire Tilt Director of Development 
Rachel Bowden Senior Development Manager 
Ruj Sanghera Membership Manager 
Amy Self Individual Giving Manager 
BE Lundy Corporate Partnership Manager 
Charlotte Wheeler Events Manager 
Rachel Cooper Development Administrator 
Rhiannah Price Development Administrator 
  (Maternity Cover)

FINANCE & RESOURCES
Mark Pallett Director of Finance and Resources  
Alan Johnson CBSO Centre Manager 
Hollie Dunster HR Manager 
Marlene McDonald HR Manager (Maternity Cover) 
Mary Tsung Finance Manager 
Jaspreet Hothi Assistant Accountant 
Susan Price Senior Finance Officer 
Lindsey Bhagania Assistant Payroll Manager 
Peter Clarke Assistant CBSO Centre Manager 
Ellis Hudson Assistant Buildings and Facilities Manager 
Harriet Compson Receptionist

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Lord Tony Hall Chair of the Board 
Gurpreet Bhatia Trustee 
Jane Fielding Trustee 
Sir Mark Grundy Trustee 
Emily Ingram Trustee 
Sundash Jassi Trustee 
Chris Loughran Trustee & Chair of the CBSO    
  Development Trust 
Jules Parke-Robinson Trustee 
Catherine Wall Trustee 
Celia Richardson Trustee 
Jane Wright Sub-Principal First Violin and  
  Player Nominated Trustee 
Andrew Herbert Principal Percussion and  
  Player Nominated Trustee 
Cllr Darius Sandhu BCC Nominated Trustee 
Cllr Liz Clements BCC Nominated Trustee
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YOU M
IGHT ALSO LIKE...

UPCOMING 
CONCERTS...

Book online at cbso.co.uk or call the  
B:Music Box Office on 0121 780 3333

CBSO 
MEMBERSHIP
From priority booking to members’ 
events and behind-the-scenes 
information, there are plenty of 
reasons to join the CBSO. 

But it is the people themselves 
who are at the very heart of our 
membership. CBSO members 
can enjoy the chance to share the 
company of musicians and artists 
and meet new like-minded friends.

Simply visit cbso.co.uk/
membership to sign up online,  
or call the development team on  
0121 616 6510.

We look forward to welcoming  
you to the family!

JOIN THE FAMILY

MUSIC FROM STAGE AND SCREEN
A magical evening of timeless 
showstoppers.
Fri 23 Jan 2026, 7:30pm

KAZUKI CONDUCTS  
RHAPSODY IN BLUE
The sounds and sights of America –  
and beyond.
Wed 21 Jan 2026, 7:30pm

KAZUKI & THE JUSSEN BROTHERS
Two ‘great’ symphonies, two brilliant 
pianists, two fast and furious duets.
Thu 23 Oct 2025, 2:15pm



O�cial Travel Partner

Enhance your orchestra experience with 
discounted tram travel and free Park 'n' Ride.

20% o�
Scan to get

Metro Zone 1-4
O�-Peak Day Ticket

Plan Your Journey

westmidlandsmetro.com

Travel by Metro and 
embrace the music
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CBSO.CO.UK

City of
Birmingham
Symphony
Orchestra 

Proud to be Birmingham’s Orchestra

Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and YouTube
@TheCBSO

CBSO Centre
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF
information@cbso.co.uk
0121 616 6500

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme was 
correct at the time of going to print. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
Cover photo: Jem Rigby. Print: emmersonpress.co.uk


