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INTRODUCTION

From being on the front desk at the CBSO
Centre to now joining the CBSO on stage
at Symphony Hall, this concert is such an
exciting full circle moment for me.

| admired so much of the music and the
musicians that | got to know during my
time at the CBSO. To sit amongst the
CBSO and play my own music feels like a
fantasy to me. Birmingham is my
hometown and to be coming back as an
artist whose music people enjoy will be
very special.

In Birmingham, you could pretty much put
me anywhere and I'd know my way around
by foot. It's the only place in the world for
which that'’s true for me. | sometimes even
have a recurring dream about the 35 bus
route - so many places in Birmingham
represent huge or intimate moments in my
life, whether that was Moseley being the
daytime hangout spots, the Midlands Art
Centre where | got my piano lessons, or
the central library which was a staple both
for my personal and academic life and a
place where | discovered a lot of new
music.



This concert represents a new era in my
music career. There will be the familiar,
well-loved tunes as well as new
interpretations of my music and sneak
peeks of a new album! It's not every day
that you get to write and perform with an
orchestra - | first arranged ‘Can’t Live with
the World' for the Metropole Orkest and |
was petrified that it wouldn't play right. It
was one thing growing up with orchestras
and another to have them play your music.
Writing for an orchestra was a really new
thing for me, however now it requires me to
dig deeper and | thrive on that challenge,
as much as it might terrify me.

Birmingham had such a genuine faith in
me from since | was a little kid so to start
this new era with the CBSO is perfect and
I'm so happy to be able to share this
pinnacle moment with my loved ones in
Birmingham.

Laura Mvula
Writer, Vocalist



BLAGK LIVES IN MUSIC

Black Lives in Music is an organisation
committed to championing racial equity
and inclusion across the United Kingdom
music industry. We work with artists,
creatives, industry professionals and
policymakers to remove barriers and
ensure a thriving and diverse music
culture.

Our mission is to equalise opportunity,
access and representation for Black and
global majority individuals, from the
earliest stages of music education through
to professional careers. Through research,
campaigning, education and mentoring, we
challenge systemic inequalities and create
long-term change across the sector.

Black Lives in Music has produced
pioneering reports, including Being Black
in the Music Industry, which captured the
lived experiences of Black musicians and
professionals, exposing issues of
discrimination and structural inequality
and sparking industry-wide debate and
action. Our work also includes creating



safe spaces for students, supporting the
decolonisation of conservatoires and
championing underrepresented voices in
classical and contemporary music.

From festivals such as Classically Black to
initiatives that address licensing
discrimination in live music through the
forthcoming REMEL report, Black Lives in
Music continues to amplify diverse voices
and transform the cultural landscape.

At its core, Black Lives in Music is not just
shaping the conversation around diversity
in music. It is building the future of the
industry, powered by equity, creativity and
community.

Classically Black Birmingham is part of a
bold and pioneering festival created by
Black Lives in Music to celebrate the
richness, diversity, and brilliance of Black
composers and musicians. Now in its
second year, the festival forms part of a
wider cultural movement that reimagines
classical music through the lens of culture,
identity, and lived experience.



BIOGRAPHIES
MATTHEW LYNCH

Conductor

Matthew Lynch was a Fellow Conductor of
the London Philharmonic Orchestra for the
2024/25 season and continues to enjoy a
busy international career. Last season he
made debuts with the Toronto Symphony,
London Philharmonic, BBC Symphony, and
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestras.
This season sees him return to the London
Mozart Players, the Philharmonia and the
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, alongside
debuts with the City of Birmingham
Symphony Orchestra and INSeries Opera.
A keen advocate of contemporary music,
Matthew is a regular collaborator of the
composers Max Richter and Devonté
Hynes. He also continues to play an active
role in music education, working with the
London Schools’ Symphony Orchestra, the
Chineke! Junior Orchestra, and orchestras
at the Royal Irish Academy of Music, Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland, and Trinity



Laban. Matthew Lynch studied music at
Oxford University and at the Hochschule
far Musik, Dresden. He was a conducting
fellow of the Aspen Music Festival and
School with Robert Spano, a fellow of the
Dartington Festival with Sian Edwards, and
has participated in the Tanglewood
Conducting Seminar with Stefan Asbury.

LAURAMVULA

Vocals, Piano

Laura Mvula is a critically acclaimed
songwriter, composer and recording artist.
Her 2013 debut album Sing To The Moon
introduced and firmly positioned her as
one of Britain's most innovative talents.
Followed by The Dreaming Room and Pink
Noise, Mvula is known for her ability to
draw from multiple genres in order to
create her own and her writing style and
dexterity are underpinned by her
Birmingham Conservatoire degree in
composition. Along the way, Laura’s
albums have picked up an lvor Novello, two



MOBOs and BRITs nods with all three of
her albums being nominated for the
Mercury Prize. Touring extensively with
headline shows across the UK, Europe, the
US and Australia and festival appearances
globally including at Glastonbury,
Coachella, North Sea and New Orleans
Festival, Laura’s music has found fans
worldwide and drawn the attention of idols
such as Prince. With both lyrical and
musical composition at her disposal, Laura
has performed with orchestras around the
world and has composed and arranged for
orchestral and choral groups notably
creating works for the BBC Proms and the
RSC's 2017 production of Anthony and
Cleopatra and composing the music for
Netflix series Everything Now.

TROY MILLER

Music Director, Drums

Laura Troy Miller is a rare talent; a multi-
instrumentalist, producer, songwriter, and
conductor whose genre-spanning artistry



has shaped modern music. He began as a
drummer with Roy Ayers in 2003 and later
joined Amy Winehouse's band, remaining a
core member for five years. Since then,
he's collaborated with icons like Chaka
Khan, Donna Summer, Laura Mvula, and
Gregory Porter. As a producer, Miller’s
credits include Laura Mvula's The
Dreaming Room (Mercury Prize-
nominated, lvor Novello-winning),
Rag'n'Bone Man, Jamie Cullum, and Diana
Ross’s Grammy-nominated THANKYOU.
He co-produced the global hit Giant with
Calvin Harris and Rag’'n'Bone Man, and
Emeli Sandé’s Real Life. Miller has
conducted the London Symphony
Orchestra, BBC Concert Orchestra, and
founded the Kingdom Orchestra in 2023.
His orchestral work includes performances
with Cypress Hill, Gregory Porter, and
Laura Mvula. Looking ahead to the
2025/26 season, Miller continues to push
boundaries with new orchestral
collaborations, high-profile productions,
and performances that redefine the
intersection of classical and contemporary
music.




Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and YouTube
@TheCBSO

CBSO Centre
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF
information@cbso.co.uk

0121 616 6500

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme
was correct at the time of export. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
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