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Jo Wright

Community & Talent Development Manager

INTRODUCGTION

A very warm welcome to you all; thank you for joining us at
Symphony Hall today. At the CBSO, we're passionate about
creating experiences that feel both rooted in our home city and
open to the world. Our concert and pre-concert activity celebrates
Birmingham and its incredible diversity: from its people and its
faiths, through to its musicians and the natural environment.

Bringing the Light began as a CBSO
Community Board project in November
2024. The Board worked with Canal &
River Trust to light up the canal in a Lantern
Walk, with a concert at the CBSO Centre
showcasing Birmingham performers of
different musical heritage and styles.

This year, you may have joined us for
lantern making workshops with Crafting
Community or joined us to walk beside the
Heritage Canal Boats, Swift and Scorpio.

With community activity happening

across the city, working with our fantastic
partners in outdoor spaces and places,

this concert will encapsulate the breadth
and depth of connection that the CBSO
holds as Birmingham'’s orchestra. From
involving all four of the CBSO Choruses and
young musicians from Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire to commissioning three
works that aim to uplift, connect and inspire,
we hope this concert demonstrates the
power of music as a force to unite us all.

This concert features three world
premieres: pieces that have been
composed specifically for the CBSO and
reflect the rich culture of Birmingham. Joan
Armatrading’'s Homeland highlights the city
and its people, reflecting our strong sense
of community, resilience and warmth.

Cassie Kinoshi's i was in a state of mind

to stay calls on nature as a source of
connection to oneself, and a reminder that
even in the most built-up places, the natural
world remains present and sustaining.

At the heart of the concert is Aurora: a new
work by composer Roxanna Panufnik and
writer Jessica Duchen, co-commissioned
by the CBSO, Royal Choral Society and

the Arktisk Filharmoni. It is a powerful
piece that explores the power of light as a
universal symbol of hope, connection and
unity — drawing inspiration from festivals
of light from around the world. Developed
in close collaboration with 14 UK faith
leaders and devotional musicians, the text
of each movement represents a different
faith: Christian Christmas; Muslim Milad

un Nabi; Sikh, Jain and Hindu Diwali;
Jewish Hanukkah; Tibetan Buddhist Gaden
Ngamchoe and ending with a beautiful,
musical depiction of the Aurora Borealis for
those of all faiths and none.

Thank you for being with us today to hear
these pieces being performed for the very
first time. We hope you feel it is a true
celebration of what makes this city so
special.
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Please note that texts and movement titles
will be delivered by surtitles for this concert.

Joan Armatrading, Homeland (CBSO Commission, World Premiere), 15mins

Cassie Kinoshi, i was in the state of mind to stay (CBSO Commission, World Premiere), 5mins

A. R. Rahman (arr. Matt Dunkley), Slumdog Millionaire: Suite, 10mins

Interval

Roxanna Panufnik, Aurora (CBSO Commission, World Premiere), 30mins

I. Star of the Sea: Christmas

II. Prophet of the Light: Milad und Nabi
lll. Return and Renewal: Diwali

IV: Together Yearning: Hannukah

V: From the Land of Snow: Gaden Ngamchoe

VI: Miracle of Nature: Aurora Borealis

Michael Seal, Conductor
Akash Parekar, Sitar
Satnam Rana, Presenter
Abigail Baylis, Soprano
Eli Street, Soprano

Suzie Purkis, Alto

Justin Jacobs, Tenor
CBSO Chorus

CBSO Youth Chorus
CBSO Children's Chorus
Julian Wilkins, Chorus Master

We are extremely grateful for the
support of Frances and Barry Kirkham
who have made the commissioning of
i was in the state of mind to stay and
Aurora possible.

Thank you also to The Leverhulme Trust
and The Clive Richards Foundation,
principal supporter of the CBSO's work
with young people.

We are happy for you to take photos and short videos at
our concerts during applause breaks. We ask audience
members to be mindful of others at our concerts, and
please refrain from taking photographs of or filming the
young performers. Please dim the brightness on your
phone, and do not use your flash.

Principal Funders:

ARTS Council ,ISCC
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We also regularly take photographs for promotional
use, so you may see a professional photographer at our
concerts. Please ask a member of the front of house
team if you have any questions about this.

To ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the
performance, please make sure your mobile phone is
set to silent.
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GBSO COMMISSIONS
& WORLD PREMIERES

Satnam Rana presents an evening dedicated to celebrating
light and winter festivals — enjoy beautiful music for sitar,
full orchestra and our choruses. Tonight is about celebrating
new works, you'll hear brand new commissions by Cassie
Kinoshi, Roxanna Panufnik and Joan Armatrading.

Joan Armatrading (b. 1950)

HOMELAND

Homeland is a piece that highlights the city
of Birmingham and its people, reflecting
their strong sense of community, resilience
and warmth. It is a tribute to a place to
which | am bonded, and one | will always
hold with affection and pride.

Through both words and music, the piece
weaves together the sounds, energy, and
rhythms of the city while reaching out into
its vast surrounding countryside. This is
Birmingham not simply as a backdrop, but
as a living, breathing presence—an often-
underrated landscape where industry and
nature exist side by side in quiet beauty.

Cassie Kinoshi (b. 1993)

IWAS IN THE STATE OF
MIND TO STAY

Music: Cassie Kinoshi
Words: lydia luke

i was in the state of mind to stay focuses
how nature can provide steadiness and
comfort when living in the city. For many
young people growing up in the city,
moments of connection with the natural
world - whether it's the rain on a bus
window, flowers at a market stall, or the
scent of a fig tree through an open window
- become ways of finding calm, grounding,
and a sense of belonging.

The words, written by lydia luke and
developed in workshops with the Southwark
Playhouse Youth Company (ages 14-18),
reflect the perspectives of young people for
whom the city is home. Their contributions
emphasised how nature is not separate
from city life but woven into it, and how
these small yet powerful, significant

S110NJWNYH904d
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moments and memories can offer solace in
a fast and demanding environment.

The music responds by holding space

for these small moments, allowing them

to settle and expand. They are powerful
reminders of how important nature is in our
daily lives and how we are a part a nature
too, i am in the centre of life also perhaps
a reminder of how small our existence is in
the vastness of the universe. Rather than
portraying nature as something distant or
idealised, the piece treats it as part of daily
life: a source of connection to oneself, and
a reminder that even in the most built-up
places, the natural world remains present
and sustaining.

Roxanna Panufnik (b. 1968)

AURORA

Music: Roxanna Panufnik
Words: Jessica Duchen

Aurora: Faith in Harmony celebrates

the almost universal symbolism of light
banishing darkness, perennial in winter
festivals around the world. Jessica Duchen's
concept springs from Roxanna Panufnik’s
passionate belief in drawing together
different spiritual traditions, highlighting
common ground to help heal the divisions
in our society. Original poems blend with
traditional texts, evoking the atmospheres
of five festivals from different faiths. The
‘Aurora Borealis’ finale celebrates the
secular through the imagery of an awe-
inspiring natural phenomenon.

Please view the digital programme
for full programme notes, cbso.co.uk/
programmes

To ensure maximum accuracy and
acceptance, we have consulted key
advisers within the UK organisations of
each faith and their respective devotional
musicians, to ensure the authenticity of this
festive work.

CHRISTMAS

Rev. Bonnie Evans-Hills, Priest Scottish
Episcopal Church, Executive Committee of
the World Congress of Faiths.

MILAD UN NABI

Imam Dr. Sayed Ali Abbas Razawi Director
General and Chief Imam Scottish Ahlul
Bayt Society; Associate, Project on

Shi'sm and Global Affairs; International
Ambassador, Religions for Peace; Words
and music: Shaykh Faizil Aqgtab Siddiqi,
Chancellor of Hijaz College Islamic
University.

DIWALI

Sikh: Jasvir Singh CBE, co-chair of City
Sikhs, music: Omleen Ajimal, singer at
South London Sikh Gurdwara. Jain: Ashwin
Mehta, Trustee, Shrimad Rajchandra
Mission Dharampur (UK), music: Vivek
Haria, composer & writer.

Hindu: Krish Raval, founder director of Faith
in Leadership; leadership educator and
coach, music: Kartik Raghunathan, violinist
and composer.

HANUKKAH

Rabbi Alexandra Wright, Senior Rabbi,
Liberal Jewish Synagogue, London; music:
Victor Tunkel.

GADEN NGAMCHOE (words and music):
Tsering Yangkey, Representative of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, Office of Tibet,
London; Tenzin Kunga, Secretary, Office
of Tibet, London; instrumental music: Jane
Rasch and Tibetan Monks from Tashi
Lhunpo Monastery India.



Conductor

MICHAEL SEAL

Michael Seal is a dynamic British conductor
known for his deep understanding of
orchestras, shaped by his early career

as a violinist with the CBSO. His insider
perspective fosters strong rapport with
musicians, earning him a reputation for
inspiring performances and impressive
results on tight rehearsal schedules Since
2005, he has conducted the CBSO over 300
times as Assistant or Associate Conductor,
including his conducting debut at the BBC
Proms in 2023 with the Proms’ first Bollywood
concert. He is a regular guest conductor
with all five BBC orchestras, as well as the
Philharmonia, London Philharmonic, Royal
Philharmonic, Royal Scottish National,

Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Academy

of St Martin in the Fields, Bournemouth
Symphony, and Ulster Orchestra.
Internationally, Michael has conducted
major ensembles such as the Brussels
Philharmonic, WDR Funkhausorchester Kéln,
Minchner Rundfunkorchester, Frankfurt
Radio Symphony, Kuopio Symphony and the
Norwegian Radio Orchestra. His podcast

“a mic on the podium”"—Ilaunched during
the global pandemic—has received critical
acclaim and is now archived in the British
Library. Upcoming debuts include the

Beethoven Orchestra Bonn (2026) and the ©ERIC RICHMOND

Belgian National Orchestra (2027).
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Sitar

AKASH PAREKAR

S3IHdv490i1d

Akash started playing and learning the
Sitar at the late age of 18 in 2011 and

is now part of the new generation of
exciting British-born sitar players. His
musical upbringing was initially in western
classical and contemporary western
music which adds to his innovative playing
style. From the tender age of 5, Akash
was performing on stage and has since
flourished as a creative musician. Akash is
the disciple of the world renowned Sitarist
Roopa Panesar. Akash has also received
guidance from many great musicians
such as ustad Dharambir Singh (MBE),
Ustad Harjinderpal Singh (disciple of
Pandit Shivkumar Sharma) and Ustad
Irshad Khan (Disciple and son of Ustad
Imrat Khan and nephew of Ustad Vilayat
Khan). Akash has worked on a number of
collaborative projects such as Penguins
Rising with Zak Starkey (The Who and
Oasis), Mayur Navekar (Bandish Projekt)
and Michael Tedstone (ManikeMusic)

to name a few. Akash has also played at
some very prestigious venues and festivals
such as the Royal Albert Hall and DE
Montfort Hall with the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra, Glastonbury festival,
Southbank Centre, The Barbican, Darbar
festival and Birmingham Symphony Hall.




Presenter

SATNAM RANA

Satnam Rana had a career spanning over
two decades at the BBC, where she served
as a Broadcaster, Journalist and Arts and
Culture Correspondent working on Midlands
Today, national and international news
programmes. She continues to freelance
around her busy day job at the University

of Warwick where she is interim lead for

the Marketing, Communications, Insights
and Student Recruitment department and
Director of Communications. Satnam is also
a volunteer trustee of SAMPAD and The
British Motor Museum.
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PROUD TO BE

© PATCH DOLAN

BIRMINGHAM’S ORGHESTRA

We are Birmingham’s orchestra — loud

and proud. An internationally celebrated
symphony orchestra that makes music that
matters to the people of Birmingham, the
West Midlands and beyond.

A family of 90 incredible musicians, we
exist to create exciting musical experiences
for all. From brightening up the morning
commute, to inspiring audiences and
musicians of the future — we make epic,
powerful, meaningful music that fills
concert halls, communities, streets,
schools and lives with passion,

excitement, inspiration, hope and joy.

We've come from all over the world, but
we're at home right here in Birmingham.
See us at Symphony Hall playing some
of the greatest symphonic music of all
time, at pop-up performances around
the city, at the CBSO Centre performing
intimate small-scale gigs or in schools,
community centres, libraries and even
the occasional pub!

We're musicians, but we're also parents,
teachers, runners, gardeners, writers, sports
fans, foodies and so much more. We're part
of your city, and we couldn’t be happier to
be here to play, share, write, sing, live and
breathe music with you!
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PERFORMERS

VIOLINI

Jonathan Martindale*
Imogen East
Richard Thomas*
Nathan Bomans*
Jane Wright*#
Bethan Allmand*
Victoria Farrell-Reed
Eleanor Hill

Robbie Bilson

Olivia Jago

Adam Hill

Gary Ngan
Laurence Kempton
Gavin Davies

VIOLINNI

Peter Campbell-Kelly
Amy Jones**
Bryony Morrison*®
Tam Mott

Yuriko Matsuda
Tim Birchall*
Anya Robins
Henry Salmon
Imogen Brewer
Emily Chaplais
Flora Fontanelli
Nicole Stokes

VIOLA

Adam Romer*#
Michael Jenkinson**
Catherine Bower**
Jessica Tickle*
Sarah Malcolm*
Catherine Howe
Isobel Adams

Henri Ridgeon
Joanna Claire
Abigail Hammett

GELLO

Eduardo Vassallo**

Arthur Boutillier*

David Powell**

Helen Edgar*#

Catherine
Ardagh-Walter*#

Katy Whittle

Lavinnia Rae

Flora McNicoll

DOUBLE BASS
Jeremy Watt*
Julian Walters**
Daniel Vassallo
Phoebe Cheng
Ruohua Li
Joseph Straker

# Recipient of the CBSO Long Service Award

* Supported player

FLUTE
Tony Robb
Robert Manasse

PICCOLO

Elizabeth May

Hyun Jung Song
Emmet Byrne**

COR ANGLAIS

Rachael Pankhurst**

CLARINETS

Oliver Janes**
Joanna Patton*#

BASS CLARINET

Mark O'Brien*

Nikolaj Henriques*
Matthew Kitteringham

CONTRABASSOON

Simon Davies

Alex Harris
Neil Shewan
James Topp
Jack Sewter
Jake Bagby

TRUMPET

Jon Holland
Kaitlin Wild*
Robert Johnston

TROMBONE
Richard Watkin*
Anthony Howe*#
Jonny Watkins

BASS TROMBONE

David Vines**

TUBA

Daniel Trodden

TIMPANI

Luke Taylor

PERCUSSION
Adrian Spillett**
Andrew Herbert*
Toby Kearney*
Iris van den Bos
Alex Henwshaw

Katherine Thomas*
Aisha Palmer

James Keefe

08499 311 133N
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The CBSO Chorus is one of the world’s
great choirs — 180 people from all walks of
life who come together to sing symphonic
choral music. Trained for 40 years
by Simon Halsey CBE, and supported by
a professional staff team, the chorus is a
hard-working group of singers who give
up their own time to perform the most
challenging works in the choral repertoire to
the highest international standard. Founded
in 1973, its main role is to perform with the
CBSO - everything from Bach to Henze,
as well as operas, Mahler symphonies and
the CBSO's famous annual carol concerts.
But it has also toured to Europe, Asia,
Australia and North America, and sung
with some of the greatest orchestras in the
- world, including the Vienna Philharmonic
™ and Berlin Philharmonic. With over 50
i A - recordings to its credit, the CBSO Chorus
4 - has won four Gramophone awards. All
. L this has been achieved by singers from
Birmingham and the Midlands, 18 years and
e above, whose day-jobs range from students
- to nurses, teachers and pilots.

JOINUS!
To find out more about joining the
CBSO Chorus (or any of our other
12 choirs) visit cbso.co.uk/sing
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PERFORMERS

Sally Bateman*
Rachael Baylis*
Sarah Beedle*
Marion Bird
Isabel Clarke
Teala Dearden
Kate Dodds
Catherine Foster
Catherine Gardom
Elizabeth Haines
Emma Hall

Prue Hawthorne***
Maya Hey
Stephanie Lau
Alexandra Lewis*
Heather Li

Jieyi Li

Alice Lintern
Tiffany Lui

Gillian Machin**
Eluned Mansell*
Catherine Mason**
Sarah McNeill
Melissa Morris
Alison Needham
Sophie Newton
Clare Noakes*
Sarah Padmore
Emily Pinching
Nicole Plowman
Saffron Pougher
Sarah Rees

Sarah Russell****
Marion Scholey**
Jean Scott*™*
Olivia Skellern

*kk

Helen Smallwood***
Harriet Smith

Wendy Spinner**
Emily Williams

Karen Wilson-de-Roze
Elizabeth Yeats

Fiona Zong

ALTO

Johanna
Ahrberg-Jackson
Helen Chamberlain**
Rebekka Dickinson
Caitlin Duff
Catherine Duke***
Sarah Ennis****
Lowri Evans
Sierra Farquhar-Wulff
Gill Fletcher*
Sylvia Fox****
Judy Frodsham
Rosalind Hobson
Hazel Hughes****
Hannah Komedera
Eva Landsberg
Clare Langstone*
Val Lewis*
Joan Lilburn
Wendy McGregor
Josephine Mesa
Bandrés**
Moyra Morton*
Natalie Page
Anna Parker*
Elizabeth Parkin**
Jan Sterling
Diane Todd***

*kk

*10 years service with the CBSO Chorus

Sarah Trinder** Steve Gibbs***
Belinda Wadsworth Andrew Halstead*
Hannah Watson* Tom Hazell
Rosemary Watts** Harry Hextall

Rachel Wilks
Jeanette Wong
Toni Wright***
Alison York***

Hugh Houghton**
Damon Huber
John Keast***
Fraser Lewis

Henry Liggins

TENOR Phillip Matty
Chris Bryan Chris O'Grady**
David Fletcher* Andrew Packer****
Paul Glossop*** Neil Parker
David Gregory Tom Parker*
Tom Ho Andrew Parker*
Guy Johnson Charles Potts
Derrick Jones Phil Rawle*****
Sam Kharabanda Calum Robarts*

Groom Ben Smallwood
David Lewis James Sutton
Robin Lewis** Tony Whitehouse*
Harry Lubkowski

Allen Roberts*
Sebastien Sgouraditis
Luke Swatman

Ed Sykes

Hugh Thomson**
Luke Turnbull
Jonathan Winfield
David Young**

BASS

Lawrence Bacon
Phil Beynon**
Isaac Boothman
Jamie Cizej

Tom Considine*

*kk
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GBS0 YOUT
GHORUS

The CBSO Youth Chorus is an auditioned
choir for upper voices in school years 9 - 13.
Under the guidance of CBSO Assistant Chorus
Director Julian Wilkins, the chorus rehearse
each Monday evening, during term time, from
7-9:15pm. As well as creating a professional
sound and making lifelong friends, through
their rehearsals, members of the CBSO
Youth Chorus grow in confidence, learn from
world renowned musicians, and develop their
musical skills.

Available to all as part of their membership,
singers will learn how to use their voice and
understand vocal techniques through one-to-
one vocal coaching sessions. Members also
have the opportunity to take part in various out-
of-town concerts in venues such as London’s
Royal Albert Hall, as well as join their peers for
a summer residential and international tours.

SING WITHUS!

Our next auditions will be taking place in
Spring 2026. Further information will be
available at cbso.co.uk/youngpeople

For any questions or more information,
please contact Helen at
hhorrox@cbso.co.uk or 0121 616 6508.

Pauline Joan Baiasu

Hannah Barnett

Esmée Behr

Zoe Bendall

Shreya Bhat

Romie Bibbey

Gertrude Browning

Annabelle Carmichael

Tara Davies

Holly Delaney-Waugh

Phoebe Dickson

Anuva Doger

Siu Yuet Du

Akpevweoghene
Olive Ejechi

Kamsiyonna Eruchalu

Emilia Fox

Muskaan Gautam

Coral Hemsoll

Ava-Mary Hodgkins

Alexandra Hubbard

Neve Kennedy

Anastasiia Kulikova

Yeva Kulikova

Aapti Krovvidi
Venkata

Lungile Andiswa
Kunene

Maggie Liang

Alice Low
Livia Mano
Sarai Ella Martin
Mariam Metreveli
Amara Narendran
William Nicholson
Anna O'Hara-Green
Claudia O'Neill
Penelope O'Neill
Mary Majella
Purugganan
Ava Rajp
Karunya Rao
Ojal Rao
Aria Kaur Rattan
Lauren Roberts
Davica Roles
Alise Pupeika
Charlie Serban
Hiranmayi
Swaminathan
Madeleine Sykes
Phoebe Thomas
Pariya Vaziri
Aimee-Louise Walsh
Theodora Wood
Alexis Wong
Amelia Wright
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GBSO GHILDREN'S

© HANNAH FATHERS

The CBSO Children’s Chorus is a teaching
choir for children aged 7-13 in the West
Midlands. Under the guidance of CBSO
Assistant Chorus Director Julian Wilkins, the
chorus rehearse each Monday evening, during
term time, from 5:30—6:45pm. Through their
rehearsals, members of the CBSO Children’s
Chorus grow in confidence, develop as
musicians and singers, and learn important
performance skills, all while making life-long,
like-minded friends!

Available to all as part of their membership,
singers will learn how to use their voice and
understand vocal techniques through one-to-
one vocal coaching sessions as well as take
part in weekly music theory classes where
they can develop their music reading and aural
skills. Members also have the opportunity

to take part in various out-of-town concerts,
including London's Royal Albert Hall!

SING WITHUS!

Our next auditions will be taking place in
Spring 2026. Further information will be
available at cbso.co.uk/youngpeople

For any questions or more information,
please contact Helen at
hhorrox@cbso.co.uk or 0121 616 6508.

Declan Ayene
Senevirathna
Aashriya
Ayya-Hughes
Thea Kaur Batchford
Flynn Bengough
Liam Bengough
Gabriel Birchall
Martha Bolle
Jacob Christian
Buenavides
Orabelle Chan
Yeuk Hang Cheng
Alaska-Winona Daly
Azariah Dawkins
Caoimhe
Deville-Spencer
Rashika Dhakad
Rayansh Dhakad
Clara Dunne
Lilou Dunne
Inés Edwards
Seyansi Ayara
Ganewatta
Milan Gill
Summer Guidotti
Keziah T. J Harney
Katie Huang
Linus Huber
Francis Ives

Vasileios Kavazis
Millie-Mae Kelly
Anay Kotecha
Kristina Kulikova
Adeline Lambert
Savannah Mafu
Clara McLeod
Vasilisa Mikhaylova
Emily Nicholson
Sophia Ramos
Aisha Rashid
Jashvita Santhosh
Suresh
Maddie Thomsett
Mariam Todua
Quincy Wang
Poppy Wellings
Freya Wilson
Kareena Akua
Mawuena Wormenor
Joel Osteen
Cobbinah Wormenor
Joseph Kafui
Blay Wormenor
Eden Wragg
Amelia Vrapi
Zoe Yang
Zain Yousef
Penelope Zimba
Rosie Zhang

SNYOHI S.NJUATIHI FHL 133N
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THANKYOU

The support we receive from thousands of
individual donors, public funders, businesses

and private foundations allows us to present
extraordinary performances and to create exciting
activities in schools and communities. Your support
makes a huge difference and is much appreciated.

PUBLIC FUNDERS PRINCIPAL SPONSOR
| Enaean /SCC
CORPORATE PARTNERS
CHARLES
G SHNE. NBBu- @8Marsh CAHT
EDUCATION PARTNERS

£, | o Services SHIRELAND
Wi O Education icnsnnnnnmv

STRATEGIC & IN-KIND
\/\/ N
| W v
el Wt Aedlands West Midlands HYATT
s REGENCY

EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTERS

Thank you also to our Major Donors, Benefactors, Circles Members,
Patrons, Friends and Trusts & Foundations for their generous support.

To view a comprehensive list of supporters please visit
cbso.co.uk/support-us/thank-you or scan the QR code.




MEET THE TEAM

Emma Stenning Chief Executive
Martha Davis Executive Assistant

ARTISTIC PLANNING

Catherine Arlidge MBE Director of Artistic Planning
Maddi Belsey-Day Artistic Planning and Tours Manager
Jean Attard Assistant Artistic Planning Manager

CONCERTS

Graham Sibley Director of Orchestra Operations
Felix Lo Orchestra Manager

Chris Goodchild Assistant Orchestra Manager
Peter Harris Platform Manager

Robert Howard Assistant Platform Manager
Jack Lovell-Huckle Librarian

Nathan Isaac Assistant Librarian

LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT

Tom Spurgin Creative Director —
Learning & Engagement
Kate Gardner, Interim Director
of Learning & Engagement
Carolyn Burton Learning Programme Manager
Georgia Wells Learning Programme Producer
Jo Wright Community & Talent Development Manager
Helen Butcher Community & Talent
Development Producer
Alexandra Parker Chorus Manager
Helen Horrox Chorus Producer
Jenna Hyde Wellbeing Lead

Beki Smith Director of Audiences

Melanie Ryan Audience Experience and
Insight Manager

Lee Hunt Data Analyst

Jude Radley Audience Experience Officer

Anna O'Connor Senior Marketing and Content Manager

Alexandra Georgiadis Marketing and
Campaigns Coordinator

Isabel Clarke Content Coordinator

Hannah Blake-Fathers Content Creator

Liam Churchard Designer

DEVELOPMENT

Claire Tilt Director of Development

Rachel Bowden Senior Development Manager

Ruj Sanghera Membership Manager

Amy Self Individual Giving Manager

BE Lundy Corporate Partnership Manager

Charlotte Wheeler Events Manager

Rachel Cooper Development Administrator

Rhiannah Price Development Administrator
(Maternity Cover)

FINANGE & RESOURCES

Mark Pallett Director of Finance and Resources
Alan Johnson CBSO Centre Manager

Hollie Dunster HR Manager

Marlene McDonald HR Manager (Maternity Cover)
Mary Tsung Finance Manager

Jaspreet Hothi Assistant Accountant

Susan Price Senior Finance Officer

Lindsey Bhagania Assistant Payroll Manager
Peter Clarke Assistant CBSO Centre Manager
Ellis Hudson Assistant Buildings and Facilities Manager

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Lord Tony Hall Chair of the Board

Gurpreet Bhatia Trustee

Jane Fielding Trustee

Sir Mark Grundy Trustee

Emily Ingram Trustee

Sundash Jassi Trustee

Chris Loughran Trustee & Chair of the CBSO
Development Trust

Jules Parke-Robinson Trustee

Catherine Wall Trustee

Celia Richardson Trustee

Jane Wright Sub-Principal First Violin and
Player Nominated Trustee

Andrew Herbert Principal Percussion and
Player Nominated Trustee

Clir Darius Sandhu BCC Nominated Trustee

Clir Liz Clements BCC Nominated Trustee

$331SNYL R 14V1S
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UPGOMING
CONCERTS...

CBSO FAMILY CHRISTMAS
WITH STEPHEN MANGAN

Festive fun for the whole family!
Sat 20 Dec 2025, 4pm

MUSIC FROM STAGE AND SCREEN

A magical evening of timeless
showstoppers.

Fri 23 Jan 2026, 7:30pm

HAYDN'S NELSON MASS

Beethoven in an elegant mood and
Haydn's celebratory ‘Nelson’ Mass.

Thu 19 Feb 2026, 7:30pm

Book online at cbso.co.uk or call the
B:Music Box Office on 0121 780 3333

GIVE THE GIFT OF A
GBSO MEMBERSHIP
THIS GHRISTMAS!

Give the gift of a CBSO membership
this Christmas! Meet CBSO
musicians, soloists and conductors
and sit in on amazing rehearsals

at Symphony Hall. Enjoy priority
booking and access to additional
opportunities, such as BBC Proms
visits, afternoon teas, and much more.

— JOINTHEFAMILY —

Simply visit cbso.co.uk/
membership to sign up online,
or call the development team on
0121 616 6510.

We look forward to welcoming
you to the family!
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Arrive by Metro
and immerse yourself
in the music

Enjoy your orchestra
experience with
discounted tram travel
and free Park 'n' Ride.
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Metro Zone 1-4
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Proud to be Birmingham's Orchestra

City of ]
Birmingham

Symphony

Orchestra All

CBSO.CO.UK

Follow us on EAns

Facebook, Instagram,

TikTok and YouTube

@TheCBSO We'd love to hear from you!

CBSO Centre Complete our survey and be in with the
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF chance of winning a £50 voucher for a

information@cbso.co.uk restaurant of your choice.

0121616 6500 We're working to better understand our

audiences, and by completing a survey
following a CBSO concert, you can opt in
to be entered into the prize draw.

If you'd like to share any additional
feedback, or have any questions, please
email us at marketing@cbso.co.uk.

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme was
correct at the time of going to print. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
Cover photo: Pete Medlicott. Print: emmersonpress.co.uk



