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INTRODUCTION

A very warm welcome to you all; thank you
for joining us at Symphony Hall today. At
the CBSO, we're passionate about creating
experiences that feel both rooted in our
home city and open to the world. Our
concert and pre-concert activity celebrates
Birmingham and its incredible diversity:
from its people and its faiths, through to its
musicians and the natural environment.

Bringing the Light began as a CBSO
Community Board project in November
2024. The Board worked with Canal &
River Trust to light up the canal in a
Lantern Walk, with a concert at the CBSO
Centre showcasing Birmingham
performers of different musical heritage
and styles. This year, you may have joined
us for lantern making workshops with
Crafting Community or joined us to walk
beside the Heritage Canal Boats, Swift and
Scorpio.

With community activity happening across
the city, working with our fantastic partners
in outdoor spaces and places, this concert
will encapsulate the breadth and depth of
connection that the CBSO holds as



Birmingham's orchestra. From involving all
four of the CBSO Choruses and young
musicians from Royal Birmingham
Conservatoire to commissioning three
works that aim to uplift, connect and
inspire, we hope this concert demonstrates
the power of music as a force to unite us
all.

This concert features three world
premieres: pieces that have been
composed specifically for the CBSO and
reflect the rich culture of Birmingham. Joan
Armatrading’'s Homeland highlights the
city and its people, reflecting our strong
sense of community, resilience and
warmth.

Cassie Kinoshi's i was in a state of mind to
stay calls on nature as a source of
connection to oneself, and a reminder that
even in the most built-up places, the
natural world remains present and
sustaining.

At the heart of the concert is Aurora: a new
work by composer Roxanna Panufnik and
writer Jessica Duchen, co-commissioned
by the CBSO, Royal Choral Society and the
Arktisk Filharmoni. It is a powerful piece
that explores the power of light as a



universal symbol of hope, connection and
unity — drawing inspiration from festivals of
light from around the world. Developed in
close collaboration with 14 UK faith leaders
and devotional musicians, the text of each
movement represents a different faith:
Christian Christmas; Muslim Milad un
Nabi; Sikh, Jain and Hindu Diwali; Jewish
Hanukkah; Tibetan Buddhist Gaden
Ngamchoe and ending with a beautiful,
musical depiction of the Aurora Borealis
for those of all faiths and none.

Thank you for being with us today to hear
these pieces being performed for the very
first time. We hope you feel it is a true
celebration of what makes this city so
special.

Jo Wright

Community & Talent Development
Manager

PROGRAMME NOTES

Satnam Rana presents an evening
dedicated to celebrating light and winter



festivals — enjoy beautiful music for sitar,
full orchestra and our choruses. Tonight is
about celebrating new works, you'll hear
brand new commissions by Cassie Kinoshi,
Roxanna Panufnik and Joan Armatrading.

Joan Armatrading (b. 1950)

HOMELAND

Homeland is a piece that highlights the city
of Birmingham and its people, reflecting
their strong sense of community, resilience
and warmth. It is a tribute to a place to
which | am bonded, and one | will always
hold with affection and pride.

Through both words and music, the piece
weaves together the sounds, energy, and
rhythms of the city while reaching out into
its vast surrounding countryside. This is
Birmingham not simply as a backdrop, but
as a living, breathing presence—an often-
underrated landscape where industry and
nature exist side by side in quiet beauty.



Cassie Kinoshi (b. 1993)

| WAS IN THE STATE OF
MIND TO STAY

Music: Cassie Kinoshi
Words: lydia luke

i was in the state of mind to stay focuses
how nature can provide steadiness and
comfort when living in the city. For many
young people growing up in the city,
moments of connection with the natural
world - whether it's the rain on a bus
window, flowers at a market stall, or the
scent of a fig tree through an open window
- become ways of finding calm, grounding,
and a sense of belonging.

The words, written by lydia luke and
developed in workshops with the
Southwark Playhouse Youth Company
(ages 14-18), reflect the perspectives of
young people for whom the city is home.
Their contributions emphasised how
nature is not separate from city life but
woven into it, and how these small yet
powerful, significant moments and



memories can offer solace in a fast and
demanding environment.

The music responds by holding space for
these small moments, allowing them to
settle and expand. They are powerful
reminders of how important nature is in our
daily lives and how we are a part a nature
too, i am in the centre of life also perhaps a
reminder of how small our existence is in
the vastness of the universe. Rather than
portraying nature as something distant or
idealised, the piece treats it as part of daily
life: a source of connection to oneself, and
a reminder that even in the most built-up
places, the natural world remains present
and sustaining.

Roxanna Panufnik (b. 1968)

AURORA

Music: Roxanna Panufnik
Words: Jessica Duchen

Aurora: Faith in Harmony celebrates the
almost universal symbolism of light



banishing darkness, perennial in winter
festivals around the world. Jessica
Duchen’s concept springs from Roxanna
Panufnik’s passionate belief in drawing
together different spiritual traditions,
highlighting common ground to help heal
the divisions in our society. Original poems
blend with traditional texts, evoking the
atmospheres of five festivals from different
faiths. The ‘Aurora Borealis’ finale
celebrates the secular through the imagery
of an awe-inspiring natural phenomenon.

To ensure maximum accuracy and
acceptance, we have consulted key
advisers within the UK organisations of
each faith and their respective devotional
musicians, to ensure the authenticity of this
festive work.

CHRISTMAS

Rev. Bonnie Evans-Hills, Priest Scottish
Episcopal Church, Executive Committee of
the World Congress of Faiths.

MILAD UN NABI



Imam Dr. Sayed Ali Abbas Razawi Director
General and Chief Imam Scottish Ahlul
Bayt Society; Associate, Project on Shi'sm
and Global Affairs; International
Ambassador, Religions for Peace; Words
and music: Shaykh Faizil Agtab Siddiqi,
Chancellor of Hijaz College Islamic
University.

DIWALI

Sikh: Jasvir Singh CBE, co-chair of City
Sikhs, music: Omleen Ajimal, singer at
South London Sikh Gurdwara. Jain: Ashwin
Mehta, Trustee, Shrimad Rajchandra
Mission Dharampur (UK), music: Vivek
Haria, composer & writer.

Hindu: Krish Raval, founder director of
Faith in Leadership; leadership educator
and coach, music: Kartik Raghunathan,
violinist and composer.

HANUKKAH

Rabbi Alexandra Wright, Senior Rabbi,

Liberal Jewish Synagogue, London; music:
Victor Tunkel.



GADEN NGAMCHOE (words and music):
Tsering Yangkey, Representative of His
Holiness the Dalai Lama, Office of Tibet,
London; Tenzin Kunga, Secretary, Office of
Tibet, London; instrumental music: Jane
Rasch and Tibetan Monks from Tashi
Lhunpo Monastery India.

BIOGRAPHIES
MIGHAEL SEAL

Conductor

Michael Seal is a dynamic British
conductor known for his deep
understanding of orchestras, shaped by his
early career as a violinist with the CBSO.
His insider perspective fosters strong
rapport with musicians, earning him a
reputation for inspiring performances and
impressive results on tight rehearsal
schedules Since 2005, he has conducted
the CBSO over 300 times as Assistant or
Associate Conductor, including his
conducting debut at the BBC Proms in



2023 with the Proms’ first Bollywood
concert. He is a regular guest conductor
with all five BBC orchestras, as well as the
Philharmonia, London Philharmonic, Royal
Philharmonic, Royal Scottish National,
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Academy of
St Martin in the Fields, Bournemouth
Symphony, and Ulster Orchestra.
Internationally, Michael has conducted
major ensembles such as the Brussels
Philharmonic, WDR Funkhausorchester
Koln, Munchner Rundfunkorchester,
Frankfurt Radio Symphony, Kuopio
Symphony and the Norwegian Radio
Orchestra. His podcast “a mic on the
podium”—launched during the global
pandemic—has received critical acclaim
and is now archived in the British Library.
Upcoming debuts include the Beethoven
Orchestra Bonn (2026) and the Belgian
National Orchestra (2027).




AKASH PAREKAR

Sitar

Akash started playing and learning the
Sitar at the late age of 18 in 2011 and is now
part of the new generation of exciting
British-born sitar players. His musical
upbringing was initially in western classical
and contemporary western music which
adds to his innovative playing style. From
the tender age of 5, Akash was performing
on stage and has since flourished as a
creative musician. Akash is the disciple of
the world renowned Sitarist Roopa
Panesar. Akash has also received guidance
from many great musicians such as ustad
Dharambir Singh (MBE), Ustad
Harjinderpal Singh (disciple of Pandit
Shivkumar Sharma) and Ustad Irshad
Khan (Disciple and son of Ustad Imrat
Khan and nephew of Ustad Vilayat Khan).
Akash has worked on a number of
collaborative projects such as Penguins
Rising with Zak Starkey (The Who and
Oasis), Mayur Navekar (Bandish Projekt)
and Michael Tedstone (ManikeMusic) to




name a few. Akash has also played at
some very prestigious venues and festivals
such as the Royal Albert Hall and DE
Montfort Hall with the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra, Glastonbury festival, Southbank
Centre, The Barbican, Darbar festival and
Birmingham Symphony Hall.

SATNAM RANA

Presenter

Satnam Rana had a career spanning over
two decades at the BBC, where she served
as a Broadcaster, Journalist and Arts and
Culture Correspondent working on
Midlands Today, national and international
news programmes. She continues to
freelance around her busy day job at the
University of Warwick where she is interim
lead for the Marketing, Communications,
Insights and Student Recruitment
department and Director of
Communications. Satnam is also a
volunteer trustee of SAMPAD and The
British Motor Museum.



Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and YouTube
@TheCBSO

CBSO Centre
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF
information@cbso.co.uk

0121 616 6500

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme
was correct at the time of export. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
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