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It feels like a very full circle moment 
to be singing as one of the ‘adults’ this 
December, when it seems like only 
yesterday that I was in year 5 at school 
performing in my first proper concert, 
looking behind me at the CBSO Chorus 
in their sea of black outfits and feeling 
absolutely terrified. Since then, I’ve made 
many friends and grown up alongside this 
choir, from being a chatty 9-year-old to a 
still very chatty (sorry Julian) 19-year-old, 
who has been lucky enough to take part in 
nearly every Christmas Concert since.

I’ve been amidst the carols and epic pieces 
one minute, with music echoing around 
Symphony Hall, and then launched into 
festive cheer the next as the orchestra 
perform their famous Sleigh Ride in 
Christmas hats. I have seen so many 
different Christmas pieces performed over 
the years (and can still remember half the 
words to Somewhere in My Memory from 
a decade ago, which is finally being sung 
again!), and this year I think we’ve got some 
absolute classics to show you.

I really hope you enjoy listening to the 
concert as much as I enjoy singing in it. 
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION
It’s been 10 years since I started singing in the CBSO choirs, 
starting out in the Children’s Chorus before making my way 
up to the Youth Chorus and now the adult Chorus. I’ve had the 
privilege to sing some amazing pieces, from Holst’s Planets to 
Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius and even Carmina Burana at the 
Royal Albert Hall! But whilst I’ve managed to perform a huge 
array of exciting music, the Christmas concerts remain as one 
of the most nostalgic and anticipated events for me each year. 

Maya Hey 
CBSO Chorus

We are proud to be Principal 
Sponsors of the CBSO

SCC part of the Rigby Group

Celebrating 50 Years of a Great British Business



44
Principal Funders:

INFORM
ATION

Michael Seal, Conductor
Stephen Mangan, Presenter
CBSO Chorus
CBSO SO Vocal
CBSO Youth Chorus
CBSO Children's Chorus
Julian Wilkins, Chorus Director, CBSO Youth Chorus and CBSO Children's Chorus 
Lucy Hollins, Chorus Director and Conductor, CBSO SO Vocal

Gordon Thornett, Festive Overture, 8mins
Adam (arr. Darius Battiwalla), O Holy Night, 5mins
Will Todd (arr. Jack Lovell-Huckle), We Three Kings, 4mins
Roxanna Panufnik, Aurora: Star of the Sea, 2mins
Bob Chilcott, Mid-Winter, 4mins
John Williams, Home Alone: Somewhere in My Memory, 3mins
Leontovych, Carol of the Bells, 2mins
Mendelssohn (arr. Wilcocks, Ledger), Hark The Herald, 4mins

Interval

Anderson, Sleigh Ride, 3mins
José Feliciano (arr. Paul Langford, orch. Jude Radley), Feliz Navidad, 3mins
Pierpont (arr. Willcocks), Jingle Bells, 4mins
Kirby Shaw (arr. Green), Beboppin Santa Claus, 3mins
Cosy Lee (arr. Green), I'm a Little Christmas Cracker, 2mins
Trad. (arr. Jacques), Good King Wenceslas, 4mins
Prokofiev, Lieutenant Kijé Suite: IV. Troika, 3mins
Trad. (arr. Stuart Nicolson, John Rutter), Ding Dong Merrily on High, 3mins
Trad. (arr. Wilcocks, Wedge, Ledger), O Come All Ye Faithful, 5mins

We are happy for you to take photos and short videos at 
our concerts during applause breaks. We ask audience 
members to be mindful of others at our concerts, and 
please refrain from taking photographs of or filming the 
young performers. Please dim the brightness on your 
phone, and do not use your flash.

We also regularly take photographs for promotional 
use, so you may see a professional photographer at our 
concerts. Please ask a member of the front of house 
team if you have any questions about this.

To ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the 
performance, please make sure your mobile phone is 
set to silent.

Please note that texts and movement titles 
will also be delivered by surtitles for this concert.

We are grateful for the generous support 
from The Leverhulme Trust and Clive 
Richards Foundation, principal supporter 
of the CBSO’s work with young people.



INSPIRE CHILDREN TO 
EXPLORE THE WORLD 
OF LIVE MUSIC!

DONATE TODAY

To donate please 
scan the QR code 
or visit cbso.co.uk/
schools-appeal

LOOK OUT FOR 
DONATION BUCKETS 
AND CARD READERS
Any donation is gratefully 

received. Thank you!

The CBSO is a registered charity in England (No. 506276).
Address: CBSO Centre, Berkley Street, Birmingham, B1 2LF

© HANNAH FATHERS

This February, we want to welcome more 
than 14,000 young people into the concert 
hall and a further 10,000 online. Many of 
these young people will be experiencing live 
orchestral music for the very first time. Our 
Schools’ Concerts are here to make these 
moments special! 

Delivering these tailored concerts costs 
over £160,000. Income from ticket sales 
and generous support from Services For 
Education covers just over half of this,  
but we are left with around £90,000 to 
fundraise through trust and foundations  
and philanthropic individuals like you.

We hope every child in the West Midlands 
leaves school with a passion for music.  
By supporting our 2026 Schools’ Concerts 
Appeal, you help build crucial connections 
between the CBSO and schools across  
the region. 

With generous support from anonymous 
donors, we have £20,000 of match-funding 
available! If you can, please help us continue 
to deliver inspirational music to young people 
across the West Midlands by donating online 
today, doubling your donation and impact! 
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PROGRAM
M

E TEXTS

HARK THE HERALD 

1.	 Hark! The herald angels sing,
	 “Glory to the newborn King;
	 Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
	 God and sinners reconciled!”
	 Joyful, all ye nations rise,
	 Join the triumph of the skies,
	 With th’angelic host proclaim,
	 “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

	 Refrain:
	 Hark! the herald angels sing,
	 “Glory to the newborn King!”

2.	 Christ, by highest Heav’n adored,
	 Christ the everlasting Lord;
	 Late in time, behold Him come,
	 Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
	 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
	 Hail th’incarnate Deity!
	 Pleased as man with man to dwell,
	 Jesus, our Emmanuel.

	 Refrain

3.	 Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace!
	 Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
	 Light and life to all He brings,
	 Risen with healing in His wings.
	 Mild He lays His glory by,
	 Born that man no more may die;
	 Born to raise the sons of earth,
	 Born to give them second birth.

	 Refrain

GOOD KING WENCESLAS

1.	 All voices: 
Good King Wenceslas looked out, on 
the Feast of Stephen, When the snow 
lay round about, deep and crisp and 
even. Brightly shone the moon that night, 
though the frost was cruel, When a poor 
man came in sight, gath’ring winter fuel.

2.	Lower voices: 
“Hither, page, and stand by me, if thou 
knowest, telling, Yonder peasant, who 
is he? Where and what his dwelling?” 
Upper voices:  
“Sire, he lives a good league hence, 
underneath the mountain, Right against 
the forest fence, by Saint Agnes’ fountain.”

3.	Lower voices: 
“Bring me flesh and bring me wine, bring 
me pine logs hither, Thou and I will see 
him dine, when we bear them thither.” 
All voices: 
Page and monarch, forth they went, forth 
they went together, 
Through the cold wind’s wild lament, and 
the bitter weather.

4.	Upper Voices: 
“Sire, the night is darker now, and the 
wind blows stronger, Fails my heart, I 
know not how; I can go no longer.” 
Lower voices: 
“Mark my footsteps, my good page, tread 
thou in them boldly, Thou shalt find the 
winter’s rage, freeze thy blood less coldly.”

All voices:  
In his master’s steps he trod,  
where the snow lay dinted; Heat was in 
the very sod, which the Saint had printed. 
Therefore, Christian men, be sure, wealth or 
rank possessing, Yet who now will bless the 
poor, shall yourselves find blessing. 

Please note that texts and movement titles 
will also be delivered by surtitles for this concert.
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PROGRAM
M

E TEXTS

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL

1.	 O come, all ye faithful,  
	 joyful and triumphant!
	 O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem;
	 Come and behold Him
	 Born the King of Angels

	 Refrain:
	 O come, let us adore Him,
	 O come, let us adore Him,
	 O come, let us adore Him,
	 Christ the Lord!

2.	 God of God, Light of Light,
	 Lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb;
	 Very God, 
	 Begotten, not created

	 Refrain 

3.	 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
	 Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;
	 Glory to God
	 In the highest

	 Refrain

4.	 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 
	 Born on Christmas morning, 
	 Jesu, to thee be glory given;
	 Word of the Father, 
	 Now in flesh appearing
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Conductor

MICHAEL SEAL

Michael Seal is a dynamic British conductor 
known for his deep understanding of 
orchestras, shaped by his early career 
as a violinist with the CBSO. His insider 
perspective fosters strong rapport with 
musicians, earning him a reputation for 
inspiring performances and impressive 
results on tight rehearsal schedules 
Since 2005, he has conducted the CBSO 
over 300 times as Assistant or Associate 
Conductor, including his conducting 
debut at the BBC Proms in 2023 with the 
Proms’ first Bollywood concert. He is a 
regular guest conductor with all five BBC 
orchestras, as well as the Philharmonia, 
London Philharmonic, Royal Philharmonic, 
Royal Scottish National, Royal Liverpool 
Philharmonic, Academy of St Martin in 
the Fields, Bournemouth Symphony, and 
Ulster Orchestra. Internationally, Michael 
has conducted major ensembles such 
as the Brussels Philharmonic, WDR 
Funkhausorchester Köln, Münchner 
Rundfunkorchester, Frankfurt Radio 
Symphony, Kuopio Symphony and the 
Norwegian Radio Orchestra. His podcast 
“a mic on the podium”—launched during 
the global pandemic—has received critical 
acclaim and is now archived in the British 
Library. Upcoming debuts include the 
Beethoven Orchestra Bonn (2026) and the 
Belgian National Orchestra (2027).

© ERIC RICHMOND 
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Presenter

After graduating from Cambridge University 
and then RADA, Stephen Mangan began 
his acting career in the theatre. In 2008 
he played the title role in The Norman 
Conquests at The Old Vic and then on 
Broadway. Stephen was nominated for a 
Tony Award and the play won Best Revival. 
Other theatre credits include, Birthday 
and The People Are Friendly (Royal Court 
Theatre), Jeeves and Wooster (Duke of 
York’s Theatre), Hayfever (Savoy theatre), 
Midsummer Nights Dream (RSC) and Rules 
For Living (National Theatre). His most 
recent theatre credits include Sean Foley’s 
The Man in the White Suit (Wyndham’s 
Theatre), Michael Longhurst's Private 
Lives opposite Rachael Stirling (Donmar 
Warehouse) & Mike Bartlett's Unicorn at 
(Garrick Theatre) alongside Nicola Walker 
and Erin Doherty. Stephen has an extensive 
list of television credits that include BAFTA-
winning British sitcom Green Wing, Free 
Agents, Dirk Gently, in which he played 
the title role, Houdini & Doyle, Episodes, 
opposite Tamsin Greig and Matt LeBlanc, 
the lead role of Richard Pitt in the comedy 
Hang Ups alongside Richard E. Grant 
and Katherine Parkinson and BBC's The 
Split which ran for 4 seasons. Stephen’s 
film credits include Billy Elliot, Birthday, 
Postman Pat: The Movie (Voice), Rush, 
Beyond The Pole, Confetti, Festival and 
Basil Khalil’s A Gaza Weekend.

STEPHEN MANGAN

© RAY BURMISTON
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PROUD TO BE 
BIRMINGHAM’S ORCHESTRA

Thursday 18 December 2025

We are Birmingham’s orchestra – loud 
and proud. An internationally celebrated 
symphony orchestra that makes music that 
matters to the people of Birmingham, the 
West Midlands and beyond.

A family of incredible musicians, we exist to 
create exciting musical experiences for all. 
From brightening up the morning commute, 
to inspiring audiences and musicians 
of the future – we make epic, powerful, 
meaningful music that fills concert halls, 
communities, streets, schools and lives  
with passion, excitement, inspiration,  
hope and joy.

We’ve come from all over the world, but 
we’re at home right here in Birmingham. 
See us at Symphony Hall playing some  
of the greatest symphonic music of all  
time, at pop-up performances around 
the city, at the CBSO Centre performing 
intimate small-scale gigs or in schools, 
community centres, libraries and even  
the occasional pub!

We’re musicians, but we’re also parents, 
teachers, runners, gardeners, writers, sports 
fans, foodies and so much more. We’re part 
of your city, and we couldn’t be happier to 
be here to play, share, write, sing, live and 
breathe music with you!
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PERFORMERS
VIOLIN I 
Simon Blendis 
Jane Wright*# 
Richard Thomas* 
Nathan Bomans* 
Julia Aberg* 
Vera Beumer 
Victoria Farrell-Reed 
Wendy Quirk 
Adam Hill 
Laurence Kempton 
Robbie Bilson 
Libby Golding 
 
VIOLIN II 
Lowri Porter* 
Amy Jones*# 
Tam Mott 
Bryony Morrison* 
Yuriko Matsuda 
Tim Birchall* 
Gabriel Dyker*# 
Samyuktha Rajagopal 
Amy Littlewood 
Yuliya Ostapchuck 
 

VIOLA 
Chris Yates*# 
David BaMaung* 
Catherine Bower*# 
Michael Jenkinson*# 
Isobel Doncaster* 
Amy Thomas*# 
Sarah Malcolm* 
Jessica Tickle* 
 
CELLO 
Arthur Boutillier* 
David Powell*# 
Kate Setterfield*# 
Catherine  
  Ardagh-Walter*# 
Jacqueline Tyler*# 
Sarah Berger 
 
DOUBLE BASS 
Anthony Alcock* 
Julian Atkinson*# 
Jeremy Watt* 
Julian Walters*# 
Daniel Vassallo 
 

FLUTE 
Marie-Christine  
  Zupancic*# 
Elizabeth May 
 
PICCOLO 
Japheth Law 
 
OBOE 
Hyun Jung Song 
Tinny Cheung 
 
COR ANGLAIS 
Rachael Pankhurst*# 
 
CLARINETS 
Oliver Janes*# 
Joanna Patton*# 
 
BASS CLARINET 
Mark O’Brien*# 
 
BASSOON 
Tony Liu 
Gareth Humphreys 
 
CONTRABASSOON 
Margaret Cookhorn* 
 
HORN 
Elspeth Dutch*# 
Neil Shewan 
Mark Phillips*# 
Jeremy Bushell* 
Daniel Curzon 
 

TRUMPET 
Oscar Whight 
Stuart Essenhigh 
Jonathan Quirk# 
Jonathan Sheppherd 
 
TROMBONE 
Richard Watkin* 
Anthony Howe*# 

BASS TROMBONE 
David Vines*# 
 
TUBA 
Daniel Trodden 
 
TIMPANI 
Matthew Hardy* 
 
PERCUSSION 
Adrian Spillett*# 
Andrew Herbert# 
Toby Kearney* 
 
HARP 
Katherine Thomas*# 
 
KIT 
Aidan Hammond 
 
KEYBOARD/ORGAN 
Julian Wilkins 
 
BASS GUITAR 
Mark Goodchild*#

# Recipient of the CBSO Long Service Award
* Supported player

Thursday 18 December 2025
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The CBSO Chorus is one of the world’s 
great choirs – 180 people from all walks of 
life who come together to sing symphonic 
choral music. Trained for 40 years 
by Simon Halsey CBE, and supported by 
a professional staff team, the chorus is a 
hard-working group of singers who give 
up their own time to perform the most 
challenging works in the choral repertoire to 
the highest international standard. Founded 
in 1973, its main role is to perform with the 
CBSO – everything from Bach to Henze, 
as well as operas, Mahler symphonies and 
the CBSO’s famous annual carol concerts. 
But it has also toured to Europe, Asia, 
Australia and North America, and sung 
with some of the greatest orchestras in the 
world, including the Vienna Philharmonic 
and Berlin Philharmonic. With over 50 
recordings to its credit, the CBSO Chorus 
has won four Gramophone awards. All 
this has been achieved by singers from 
Birmingham and the Midlands, 18 years and 
above, whose day-jobs range from students 
to nurses, teachers and pilots.

CBSO CHORUS

To find out more about joining the 
CBSO Chorus (or any of our other 
choirs) visit cbso.co.uk/sing

JOIN US!

Thursday 18 December 2025
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PERFORMERS
SOPRANO
Laura Bailie
Priti Bansel-Branch*
Sally Bateman*
Rachael Baylis*
Sarah Beedle*
Marion Bird
Hannah Burrows
Di Charles***
Isabel Clarke
Teala Dearden
Kate Dodds
Catherine Foster***
Catherine Gardom
Elizabeth Haines
Emma Hall
Prue Hawthorne***
Maya Hey
Anna Higgins
Anna Hodgkinson*
Robyn Jennings***
Catherine Lander*
Stephanie Lau
Alexandra Lewis*
Jieyi Li
Alice Lintern
Gillian Machin**
Eluned Mansell*
Catherine Mason**
Sarah McNeill
Ros Mortimore
Alison Needham
Sophie Newton
Clare Noakes*
Sarah Padmore
Emily Pinching
Nicole Plowman
Saffron Pougher
Sarah Rees**
Kate Riemer

Sarah Russell****
Jennifer Scholes***
Marion Scholey***
Jean Scott***
Olivia Skellern
Helen Smallwood***
Harriet  Smith
Wendy Spinner**
Amelie Stokes
Sarah Tambling
Allison Taylor*
Claire Tilling
Helen Tunnicliffe
Karen Wilson-de-Roze
Elizabeth  Yeats
Fiona Zong

ALTO
Johanna  
  Ahrberg-Jackson
Christine Chadwick***
Helen Chamberlain**
Lydia Danks
Louise Davis
Rebekka Dickinson
Becky Drew
Caitlin Duff
Catherine Duke***
Franziska Eggers
Sarah Ennis****
Sierra Farquhar-Wulff
Gill Fletcher*
Sylvia Fox****
Judy Frodsham***
Naomi  
  Goldsworthy-Linnell
Rosalind Hobson
Hazel Hughes****
Isabel Jaquet
Eva Landsberg

Clare Langstone*
Val Lewis*
Joan Lilburn
Wendy McGregor
Josephine Mesa  
  Bandrés**
Moyra Morton*
Natalie Page
Anna Parker*
Hester Parkin
Bethany Piper
Helena Robertson
Jan Sterling
Diane Todd***
Sarah Trinder**
Belinda Wadsworth
Hannah Watson*
Emily Watson-Breeze
Rosemary Watts**
Rachel Wilks
Jeanette Wong
Toni Wright***
Alison York***

TENOR
Matthew Allison
Charles Barwell*
Chris Bryan
Benedict Coleman
David Fletcher*
Paul Glossop***
David  Gregory
Tom Ho
Guy Johnson
Derrick Jones
David  Lewis  
Robin Lewis**
Andrew Mein
Allen Roberts*
Ed Sykes

Hugh Thomson**
Luke Turnbull
Jonathan Winfield
Tony Yip
David Young**

BASS
Lawrence Bacon***
Cameron Bryan
Josh Cahm
Jamie Cizej
Tom Considine*
Dominic Danks
Steve Gibbs***
Andrew Halstead*
Mike Hartley*
Tom Hazell
Harry  Hextall
Hugh Houghton**
Damon Huber
John Keast***
Fraser Lewis
Henry Liggins
Phillip Matty
Chris O'Grady**
Andrew Packer****
Tom Parker*
Andrew Parker*
Charles Potts
Phil Rawle*****
Calum  Robarts*
Ben Smallwood
James Sutton
Matthew Sutton
Tony Whitehouse*

*10 years service with the CBSO Chorus

Thursday 18 December 2025
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The CBSO Youth Chorus is an auditioned 
choir for upper voices in school years 9 - 13. 
Under the guidance of CBSO Associate 
Chorus Director Julian Wilkins, the chorus 
rehearse each Monday evening, during term 
time, from 7–9:15pm. As well as creating a 
professional sound and making lifelong friends, 
through their rehearsals, members of the 
CBSO Youth Chorus grow in confidence, learn 
from world renowned musicians, and develop 
their musical skills.

Available to all as part of their membership, 
singers will learn how to use their voice and 
understand vocal techniques through one-to-
one vocal coaching sessions. Members also 
have the opportunity to take part in various out-
of-town concerts in venues such as London’s 
Royal Albert Hall, as well as join their peers for 
a summer residential and international tours.

Pauline Joan Baiasu
Hannah Barnett
Esmée Behr
Zoe Bendall
Shreya Bhat
Romie Bibbey
Gertrude Browning
Annabelle Carmichael
Tara Davies
Holly Delaney-Waugh
Phoebe Dickson
Anuva Doger
Siu Yuet Du
Akpevweoghene  
  Olive Ejechi
Kamsiyonna Eruchalu
Emilia Fox
Muskaan Gautam
Coral Hemsoll
Ava-Mary Hodgkins
Alexandra Hubbard
Neve Kennedy
Anastasiia Kulikova
Yeva Kulikova
Aapti Krovvidi  
  Venkata
Lungile Andiswa  
  Kunene
Maggie Liang

Alice Low
Livia Mano
Sarai Ella Martin
Mariam Metreveli
Amara Narendran
William Nicholson
Anna O'Hara-Green
Claudia O'Neill
Penelope O'Neill
Mary Majella  
  Purugganan
Ava Rajp
Karunya Rao
Ojal Rao
Aria Kaur Rattan
Lauren Roberts
Davica Roles
Alise Pupeika
Charlie Serban
Hiranmayi  
  Swaminathan
Madeleine Sykes 
Phoebe Thomas
Pariya Vaziri
Aimee-Louise Walsh
Theodora Wood
Alexis Wong
Amelia Wright

Thursday 18 December 2025

CBSO YOUTH 
CHORUS

Our next auditions will be taking place in 
Spring 2026. Further information will be 
available at cbso.co.uk/youngpeople

For any questions or more information, 
please contact Helen at  
hhorrox@cbso.co.uk or 0121 616 6508.

SING WITH US!
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CBSO CHILDREN'S 
CHORUS

Declan Ayene  
  Senevirathna
Aashriya  
  Ayya-Hughes
Thea Kaur Batchford
Flynn Bengough
Liam Bengough
Gabriel Birchall
Martha Bolle
Jacob Christian  
  Buenavides 
Orabelle Chan
Yeuk Hang  
  Cheng, York 
Alaska-Winona Daly 
Azariah Dawkins
Caoimhe  
  Deville-Spencer
Rashika Dhakad
Rayansh Dhakad
Clara Dunne
Lilou Dunne
Inès Edwards
Seyansi Ayara  
  Ganewatta
Milan Gill
Summer Guidotti
Keziah T. J Harney
Katie Huang
Linus Huber
Francis Ives

Vasileios Kavazis
Millie-Mae Kelly 
Anay Kotecha
Kristina Kulikova
Adeline Lambert
Savannah Mafu
Clara McLeod
Vasilisa Mikhaylova
Emily Nicholson
Sophia Ramos
Aisha Rashid
Jashvita Santhosh  
  Suresh
Maddie Thomsett
Mariam Todua
Quincy Wang
Poppy Wellings
Freya Wilson
Kareena Akua  
  Mawuena Wormenor 
Joel Osteen  
  Cobbinah Wormenor 
Joseph Kafui  
  Blay Wormenor 
Eden Wragg
Amelia Vrapi
Zoe Yang
Zain Yousef
Penelope Zimba
Rosie Zhang

The CBSO Children’s Chorus is a teaching 
choir for children aged 7–13 in the West 
Midlands. Under the guidance of CBSO 
Associate Chorus Director Julian Wilkins, the 
chorus rehearse each Monday evening, during 
term time, from 5:30–6:45pm. Through their 
rehearsals, members of the CBSO Children’s 
Chorus grow in confidence, develop as 
musicians and singers, and learn important 
performance skills, all while making life-long, 
like-minded friends!

Available to all as part of their membership, 
singers will learn how to use their voice and 
understand vocal techniques through one-to-
one vocal coaching sessions as well as take 
part in weekly music theory classes where 
they can develop their music reading and aural 
skills. Members also have the opportunity 
to take part in various out-of-town concerts, 
including London’s Royal Albert Hall!

© HANNAH FATHERS

Thursday 18 December 2025

Our next auditions will be taking place in 
Spring 2026. Further information will be 
available at cbso.co.uk/youngpeople

For any questions or more information, 
please contact Helen at  
hhorrox@cbso.co.uk or 0121 616 6508.

SING WITH US!
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Made up of 150 Birmingham-based singers, 
CBSO SO Vocal is our unauditioned 
community choir open to anyone who lives 
locally and loves to sing. 

CBSO SO Vocal rehearses weekly during term 
times at the Hub in Kings Heath from 7.30-
9.00pm, and performs up to three times a year 
in venues such as Symphony Hall and Town 
Hall. In 2019 the choir toured to Poland, and 
celebrated their 10 year anniversary in 2022. 

CBSO SO Vocal is conducted by Lucy Hollins 
and recent performances have featured songs 
by Dolly Parton and Abba alongside traditional 
Zulu music and selections from Mozart, Faure, 
and Verdi.

CBSO 
SO VOCAL

Thursday 18 December 2025

© ANDREW FOX There is no audition to join SO Vocal, but 
there is currently a waiting list. To add 
your name to the list or find out more 
about the choir please contact Helen on 
hhorrox@cbso.co.uk or 0121 616 6508.

JOIN US!



Theresa Acquaye
Sang Ambegaokar
Val Bache 
Anna Baines
Deb Cummings
Sue Barnfield
Barbara Barrett
Angela Baugh
Liz Blakey
Nigel Blakey
Sue Boodell
Chris Bradley
Rachel Broomfield
Adrian Buckley
Shelagh Bull
Heather Butler
Amanda Carter
Katy Charles
Sally Cherry
Colleen Cheung 
Lynne Christie
Christine Clark
Sonya Clarke
Carmel Clifford
Linda Coello
Cath Cook
Janet Cooper 
John Couperthwaite
Anne Cull
Robin Daniels
George Davies
Peter Davies
Catherine De Vesey
Pat De Whalley
Sam Dear

Judith Dearden
Ursula Doerry
Anna Doran
Katharine D'Souza
Kerry Fair
Phil Field
Tim Francis 
Sarah Freeman
Peter Frere
Nicole Fung
Rachel Gartside
Diane Geater
Claire Gilliam
Anne-Marie Glover
Jon Green
David Hammond
Margaret Harley
Gemma Hawkesford
Kate Hazlewood
Val Hopkin
Sylvia Isaac-Henry
Adrian Jones
Jane Jones
Katie Khan 
Maria Kidd
Jane Kirby
Anne-Katrin Klehe
Noula Knight
Chris Kostrzebski
Deb Laslett 
Stuart Lattimer
Llinos Law
Julie Lawrence
Clare Liggins
Lindsay Lucas

Sue Lucas
Ian McCallum
Gill McLaughlin
Billy McMillan
Ally Middleton
Shannon Moore
Dave Morris
Yvonne Mullan
Heidi Mulrain
Steph Murphy
Julia Neall
Jules Newman
Isabel O'Connell
Mary O'Connor
Karen Osborne
Alison Oswald
Paul Parish
Steve Peacock
Ruth Phillips-Patel
Maria Podsiadly
Louise Prangle 
Betty Pyle
Judy Reece
Alice Rees
Su Richardson 
Elizabeth Robinson
Julia Rowe
Liz Rumbold
Anna Ryman 
Liz Sadler
Jon Sadler
Nicky Sandford
Cathy Sharp
Dave Sharp 
Emma Shuttleworth 

Rachel Simmonite
Jinder Singh
Trish Slezak
Kevin Small
Stacey Smith 
Carolyn Spencer
Alison Sprackling
Julie Swann
Richard Swann
Sarah Tasker
Erica Taylor
Tessa Taylor
Vicki Taylor
Ann Thacker
Enid Thomas
Sue Thompson
Wendy Tinsley
Pat Turner
Sue Vannelli
Catherine Viles
Marie Waldron
Sarah Walker
Kit Ward
Penelope Webb
Sharon Weldon
Hazel White
Jan Willetts
Sam Wilson
Donna Winning
Alana Wood
Megan Wood
Eric Wormenor
Joe Wragg
Tom Wynne Willson

M
EET CBSO SO VOCAL
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Thursday 18 December 2025

PERFORMERS
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THANK YOU THANK YOU

Our work is only possible because  
of our kind supporters and donors.

EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTERS

The following supporters have developed the CBSO’s 
world-class excellence and community reach by 
offering exceptional philanthropic support to the 
CBSO and CBSO Development Trust – thank you!

TRUSTS AND FOUNDATIONS 

BENEFACTORS AND DONORS

We are grateful to the following 
supporters for their major contributions.

Viv and Hazel Astling
Peter and Isabel Churcher
John Cole and Jennie Howe (Richard Thomas)
David Knibb in memory of Lorraine
Anita and Wyn Griffiths
Ian McAlpine
Patrick and Tricia McDermott  
  (Helen Edgar and Rachael Pankhurst)
Felonious Mongoose in memory of Dolores 
Gay Nebel

City of Birmingham Orchestral Endowment Fund
John Osborn CBE (Gabriel Dyker)
David and Sandra Burbidge (Eugene Tzikindelean):  
  supporters of the Burbidge leader position
Sir Dominic and Lady Cadbury 
Alison and Jamie Justham (David Vines)
Barry & Frances Kirkham
Maurice Millward (Chris Yates)
Jerry Sykes (Catherine Ardagh-Walter)
Peter How MBE (Tim Birchall)
Chris and Jane Loughran (Jonathan Martindale)

29th May 1961 Charitable Trust
Andrew Lloyd Webber Foundation 
Art Mentor Foundation Lucerne
The Austin And Hope  
  Pilkington Trust
Backstage Trust
Baron Davenport's Charity
Birmingham Municipal Charity
Clive Richards Foundation
Dumbreck Charity
Dunard Fund
Esmee Fairbairn Foundation
Fidelio Charitable Trust 
Foyle Foundation
Garfield Weston Foundation
George Fentham  
  Birmingham Charity
GJW Turner Trust
Grantham Yorke Trust 
Idlewild Trust
John Ellerman Foundation
John Horniman's  
  Children's Trust

The Leverhulme Trust
Miss Albright Grimley Charity
Purposeful Ventures
Rix-Thompson-Rothenberg  
  Foundation
Scops Arts Trust
The Alan Woodfield  
  Charitable Trust
The Andor Charitable Trust
The Charles Brotherton Trust
The D'Oyly Carte  
  Charitable Trust
The Edward and Dorothy  
  Cadbury Trust
The Fenton Arts Trust
The George Henry  
  Collins Charity
The Golsoncott Foundation
The Grey Court Trust
The Grimmitt Trust
The Helen Rachael Mackaness  
  Charitable Trust
The JABBS Foundation

The John Avins Trust
The John Feeney  
  Charitable Trust
The LJC Fund
The Lord Austin Trust
The M K Rose Charitable Trust
The MacRobert Trust
The McLay Dementia Trust
The Oakley Charitable Trust
The Perry Family  
  Charitable Trust 
The Patrick Trust
The Rigby Foundation
The Roger and Douglas Turner  
  Charitable Trust
The Rowlands Trust
The S and D Lloyd Charity
The Saintbury Trust 
The Uncle Bill Trust
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STRATEGIC & IN-KIND

PUBLIC FUNDERS PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

EDUCATION PARTNERS

CORPORATE PARTNERS 

FURTHER SUPPORT
If you are interested in supporting the CBSO with 
a gift, please contact the Development Team 
on development@cbso.co.uk or call Amy Self, 
Individual Giving Manager on 07552 126880.
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THANK YOU

MEMBERS

Over 1,500 members contribute annually to ensure the Orchestra’s vital work both on 
and off the concert platform can happen. Thank you to each and every one of you.

SYMPHONY CIRCLE  
John Cole and Jennie Howe  
  (Richard Thomas) 
Anita and Wyn Griffiths 
Len Hughes and Jacquie Blake  
  (Anthony Alcock)  
David Knibb, in memory of Lorraine  
Limoges Charitable Trust 
Ian and Pam MacLennan  
  (Mark Phillips) 
Roger and Jenny Otto,  
  in memory of Juliet 
Graham Russell and Gloria Bates  
  (Georgia Hannant) 
Gillian Shaw (Sarah Malcolm) 
Mark and Amanda Smith  
  (Catherine Bower) 
and our other anonymous supporters.

LONDON CIRCLE  
Richard and Patricia Burbidge 
Belinda McMicking 
Kannahi S Muthalagappan and family 
Hattie and Tony Smart

CONCERTO CIRCLE 
Katherine Aldridge,  
  in memory of Chris (Kaitlin Wild) 
Viv and Hazel Astling (Lowri Porter) 
The Barwell Charitable Trust 
Allan and Jennifer Buckle  
  (Helen Benson)  
Jill S Cadbury (Julia Aberg)  
Charlie and Louise Craddock 
 (Bethan Allmand)   
Judith Cutler and Keith Miles  
  (Isobel Doncaster) 
Dr Judith Dewsbury  
  in memory of Tony (Kate Setterfield)  
David Gregory (Nate Bomans)  
The Andrew Harris Charitable Trust 
Dr Allan Hough (Arthur Boutellier)  
Peter How MBE (Tim Birchall) 
Alison and Jamie Justham  
  (David Vines) 
Valerie Lester (Jacqueline Tyler) 
Carole McKeown and David Low 
  (Miguel Fernandes) 
Paddy and Wendy Martin  
  (David BaMaung)  
Patrick and Tricia McDermott 
  (Helen Edgar and  
  Rachael Pankhurst) 
Gay Nebel and Trevor Clarke  
  (Bryony Morrison)  
Angela O'Farrell and Michael Lynes  
  (Toby Kearney) 
Joe O’Meara 
John Osborn CBE (Gabriel Dyker) 
Dianne Page (Amy Thomas) 

Simon and Margaret Payton  
  (Julian Atkinson)  
Robert Perkin 
Colin and Brenda Soden 
Lesley Thomson (Jessica Tickle)  
Adam Tickell and Bridget Kelly 
Basil and Patricia Turner  
  (Marie-Christine Zupancic) 
Catherine Wall  
Diana and Peter Wardley  
  (Oliver Janes) 
Isabel, Peter and Christopher, 
  in loving memory of Ernest  
  (Elspeth Dutch) 
Robert Wilson (Emmet Byrne) 
and our other anonymous supporters.

The following players are supported 
by anonymous members of the 
Overture, Concerto and Symphony 
Circles, to whole we are very grateful: 
Mark Goodchild 
Sarah Malcolm 
Joanna Patton 
Adam Römer 
Jeremy Watt

OVERTURE CIRCLE 
Jan Adams in memory of Mike  
  (Eduardo Vassallo)  
Miss J L Arthur (Julian Walters)  
Kiaran Asthana 
Mr M K Ayers 
Peter and Jane Baxter 
Mrs Jennifer Brooks  
  in memory of David (Julia Aberg)  
Lady Cadbury 
Helen Chamberlain in memory of  
  Allan Chamberlain 
Dr Anthony Cook and Ms Susan Elias 
Robin and Kathy Daniels 
Julian and Lizzie Davey 
Jenny Dawson 
Elisabeth Fisher (Colette Overdijk)  
Mary and Tony Hale 
Abid Iqbal (SAYARTS) 
In memory of Harry and Rose Jacobi 
John Kent, in memory of Lisa 
  (Veronika Klirova) 
Jane Lewis 
Richard Lewis 
Tim Marshall (Nikolaj Henriques) 
Carol Miller 
Philip Mills 
Paul and Elaine Murray 
Ian C Norton 
Sir Michael and Lady Joan Perry 
Dr John Peterson 
Rosalyn and Philip Phillips 
Julie and Tony Phillips (Jane Wright) 

Clive and Cynthia Prior 
Ian Richards 
Shirley Robinson 
Dr Roger Shinton 
Eleanor Sinton (Adrian Spillett)  
Mr A M and Mrs R J Smith 
William Smith 
Emma Stenning 
Jan and Peter Sterling  
  (Jeremy Bushell) 
Brenda Sumner 
Janet and Michael Taplin 
Tenors of the CBSO Chorus  
  (Joanna Patton)  
Alan Titchmarsh CBE  
  (Matthew Hardy)  
Mr R J and Mrs M Walls 
Jonathan Waterfield 
Shearer West 
Roy Walton 
Richard and Emma Yorke 
and our other anonymous supporters.

GOLD PATRON 
Richard Allen and Gail Barron  
Angel and Stephen Bottley  
Mike Bowden 
Patrick Burns 
Mr C J M Carrier 
Roger and Liz Dancey 
Terry Dougan and Christina Lomas 
Sir Ian and Lady Dove 
Geoff and Dorothy Fearnehough 
Susan and John Franklin 
Maxine Furlong in memory of Richard 
John Gregory in memory of Janet  
In memory of Kim Thorneywork 
Carmel and Anthony Mason 
Chris and Eve Parker 
Phillipa and Laurence Parkes 
David Wright and Rachel Parkins 
Chris and Sue Payne 
Canon Dr Terry Slater 
Dr Barry and Mrs Marian Smith 
Pam Snell 
Ian and Ann Standing 
William and Janet Vincent 
Revd T and Mrs S Ward 
and our other anonymous supporters.

SILVER PATRON 
Mr S V Barber 
Paul Beckwith 
Paul Bond 
Christine and John Carroll 
Peter and Jane Christopher 
Jane Fielding and Benedict Coleman 
Alan Cook 
Mrs A P Crockson 
Dr Margaret Davis and Dr John Davis 
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Alistair Dow 
Naomi and David Dyker 
Paul and Sandi Evans 
Steve Leonard and Debbie Fuller 
Insa Nolte and Simon Green 
Mrs D R Greenhalgh 
Sue Clodd and Mike Griffiths 
Cliff Haresign 
Rebecca King,  
  in loving memory of Ian 
Bob and Elizabeth Keevil 
Rodney and Alyson Kettel 
Amanda Cadman 
James and Meg Martineau 
Nigel and Sarah Moores 
Anthony and Barbara Newson 
Mrs A J Officer 
Liz and Keith Parkes 
Mr R Perkins and Miss F Hughes 
Dr and Mrs Plewes 
Revd Canon Richard & Mrs Gill Postill 
Kath and Mike Poulter 
Eileen Poxton in memory of  
  Reg Poxton 
Dr and Mrs R C Repp 
Ray Smith 
John and Dorothy Tesh 
Professor and Mrs J A Vale 
Tony and Hilary Vines 
Peter Walling 
Richard and Mary Williams 
Stephen Williams 
John Wilson in memory of Daphne 
Geoff and Moira Wyatt 
and our other anonymous supporters.

PATRON 
Elisabeth & Sherzad Al-Khalifa  
Lloyd Allington 
Val and Graham Bache 
Andrew Baker and Anne Almond 
John Baldwin 
Andrew Barnell 
Mr and Mrs Barnfield 
Mr I L Bednall 
Peter and Gill Bertinat 
Philip and Frances Betts 
Mrs Ann Billen 
Michael and Beryl Blood 
Anthony and Jenni Bradbury 
Dr Jane Flint Bridgewater and  
  Mr Kenneth Bridgewater 
Ross Browning 
Benedict and Katharine Cadbury 
Jeannie Cadman 
Elizabeth Ceredig 
Mr & Mrs Cheng 
Carole and Richard Chillcott 
Dee and Paul Cocking 

Mrs S M Coote in memory of John 
D and M Coppage 
Maureen and Malcolm Cornish 
Luned Corser 
Maurice and Ann Crutchlow 
Andy & Deb Cummings 
Sue Dalley and Martin Willis 
Lynda and Lesley Davies-Bailey 
Trevor Davis 
Kath Deakin 
Brian and Mary Dixon 
Thomas Dobson 
Barbara Donaldson 
John Drury 
Catherine Duke 
Linda and William Edmondson 
Alex and Fran Elder 
Miss E W Evans 
Mr G L & Mrs D Evans 
Chris Fonteyn MBE 
Alan and Christine Giles 
Prof J Gilkison and Prof T Hocking 
Jill Godsall 
Peter Gorbing 
Laura Greenaway, in memory of  
  David Richards 
Roger and Gaye Hadley 
Miss A R Haigh 
Stephen Hale and Stephen Wood 
Malcolm and Penny Harbour 
Ian Hartland 
Phil Haywood in memory of Ann 
Keith Herbert and Pat Gregory 
Susan Holmes in memory of Peter 
Valerie and David Howitt 
Penny Hughes 
Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 
Henry and Liz Ibberson 
David Johnson 
Ken and Chris Jones 
Paul Juler 
Mr and Mrs R Kirby 
Bill Lane 
Brian Langton 
Colin and Joan Lapworth 
Mrs D Larkam 
Professor David London 
Gill and Philip Marshall 
Geoff and Jenny Mason 
Mr A A McLintock 
Peter Miles 
Patro Mobsby 
Philip and Clare Moore  
Geoff Mullett 
P J and H I B Mulligan 
Mrs M M Nairn 
Richard and Shirley Newby 
Richard Newton and  
  Katharine Francis 

Brian Noake 
Ms E Norton OBE 
Marie and John O’Brien 
Mr and Mrs R T Orme 
S J Osborne 
Nigel Packer 
Rod Parker and Lesley Biddle 
David and Julia Powell 
Stuart Poyner 
Gill Powell and John Rowlatt 
C Predota 
Roger Preston 
Richard and Lynda Price 
John Rawnsley and Hanne Hoeck 
Mr. Charles Rumford and  
  Mr. Gary Richardson 
Jane and Peter Rowe 
Helen Rowett and David Pelteret 
Steve and Barbara Royston 
Mrs L J Sadler 
In memory of Cliff Sage 
Carole and Chris Sallnow 
William and Eileen Saunders 
Margaret and Andrew Sherrey 
Dr and Mrs Shrank 
Keith Shuttleworth 
Elizabeth Simons 
Mr N R Skelding 
Ed Smith 
Mary Smith and Brian Gardner  
  in memory of John and Jen 
Matthew Somerville and  
  Deborah Kerr 
Lyn Stephenson 
Anne Stock 
Andy Street 
J E Sutton 
Barbara Taylor in memory of  
  Michael Taylor 
Claire Tilt 
Bryan and Virginia Turner 
Mrs J H Upward 
Bob and Louise Vivian 
Kit Ward 
Pippa Whittaker 
John and Pippa Wickson 
Barry and Judith Williamson 
John Winterbottom 
Caroline and Richard York 
and our other anonymous supporters.
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CHORUS PATRON 
Lawrence Bacon  
Josephine Mesa Bandres 
Sarah Beedle 
Di Charles 
Richard Cook 
W. Etrömp 
David & Gill Fletcher  
Catherine Foster 
Steve Gibbs 
Elizabeth Haines 
Halsey Family 
Andrew Halstead 
Thomas Hazell 
Hugh Houghton 
Ian Howarth 
Barbara Hulse 
Val Lewis 
Gillian Machin 
Moyra Morton 
Sarah Padmore 
Richard Prew 
Pet Worm 
Phil Rawle 
Sarah Russell 
Jean Scott 
Ed Sykes 
Hugh Thomson 
Gordon J Thornett 
Rosemary Watts 
Jeanette Wong 
and our other anonymous supporters.

LEGACY DONORS 
The late Mrs Abbott  
The late Anne Adams  
In memory of Chris Aldridge 
The late Trevor Almond 
In memory of Peter Ashton 
In memory of Foley L Bates  
The late Terence Baum 
The late Elizabeth Bathurst Blencowe 
The late Mr Peter Black 
The Late John Botham 
The Late Miss G Brant 
The late Robert Brooke 
The late Mary Brown 
The late Michael Brown 
The late Richard Busby 
The Late Anthony Carr 
The late I M Chesner 
The late Colin W Clarke 
The late Roy Collins 
The late Maureen Cullen 
David in memory of Ruth 
The late Mr Peter Day 
The late K Draper 
The late Ivor Dudley 
The late Miss Margery Elliott 
The late Eileen Fairhurst 
The late Mary Fellows 
The late Elnora Ferguson 
The late Anne Fletcher 
The late June Fluck 
The late Wally Francis 
The late Alan Goodwin 
The late Colin Graham 
The late Averil and Terry Green 
The late Kenneth Guest 

The late Roger Guest 
The late Beryl Haughton 
The late Mrs Marjorie Hildreth 
The late Roger Hill 
The late Estella Hindley 
The late Patricia Homeshaw 
The late Mr Hucker 
The late Rosalind Jackson 
The late William Jones 
The late Michael Jordan 
The late Mrs Thelma Justham 
The late Beresford King-Smith 
The late Professor Robert Knecht 
The late Mr John Thomas Knight 
The late Mr and Mrs F. McDermott  
  and Mrs C. Hall 
The late Peter Macklin 
The late Blyth and Myriam Major 
The late Mrs Mahon 
The Late Vera Mason 
The late Joyce Middleton 
The late Christine Miller 
The late Peter and Moyra Monahan 
The Late Paul Morgan 
The late Arthur Mould 
The late Frank North 
The late June North 
The late Martin Purdy  
The late Cyril Reeves 
In memory of David Reeve,  
  a true music lover 
The late J Renwick 
The late Frederick Richardson 
The late Mrs Edith Roberts 
The late Patricia Roberts 
The late Trevor Robinson 
The late John Roe 
The late Mr Andrew Roulstone 
The late Carl Schwalbe 
The late Thomas Edward Scott 
The late Barbara Shields 
The late Margaret Skene 
The late Mrs C E Smith  
The late Mrs Sylvia Stirman 
The late Marion Stone 
The late Mrs Eileen Summers 
The late Sheri Tullah 
The late Lorraine Westcott 
The late David Wilson

Our anonymous donors and those 
that have pledged to support  
the CBSO through a legacy gift  
in the future. 

Credits correct as of  
18 December 2025
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MEET THE TEAMMEET THE TEAM
Emma Stenning Chief Executive 
Martha Davis Executive Assistant

ARTISTIC PLANNING 
Catherine Arlidge MBE Director of Artistic Planning 
Maddi Belsey-Day Artistic Planning and Tours Manager 
Jean Attard Assistant Artistic Planning Manager

CONCERTS 
Graham Sibley Director of Orchestra Operations 
Felix Lo Orchestra Manager  
Chris Goodchild Assistant Orchestra Manager 
Peter Harris Platform Manager 
Robert Howard Assistant Platform Manager 
Jack Lovell-Huckle Librarian 
Nathan Isaac Assistant Librarian

LEARNING & ENGAGEMENT
Tom Spurgin Creative Director –  
  Learning & Engagement 
Kate Gardner, Interim Director  
  of Learning & Engagement 
Carolyn Burton Learning Programme Manager 
Georgia Wells Learning Programme Producer 
Jo Wright Community & Talent Development Manager 
Helen Butcher Community & Talent  
  Development Producer  
Alexandra Parker Chorus Manager 
Helen Horrox Chorus Producer 
Jenna Hyde Wellbeing Lead

AUDIENCES
Beki Smith Director of Audiences 
Melanie Ryan Audience Experience and  
  Insight Manager 
Lee Hunt Data Analyst 
Jude Radley Audience Experience Officer 
Anna O’Connor Senior Marketing and Content Manager 
Alexandra Georgiadis Marketing and  
  Campaigns Coordinator 
Isabel Clarke Content Coordinator 
Hannah Blake-Fathers Content Creator 
Liam Churchard Designer 
 

DEVELOPMENT
Claire Tilt Director of Development 
Rachel Bowden Senior Development Manager 
Ruj Sanghera Membership Manager 
Amy Self Individual Giving Manager 
BE Lundy Corporate Partnership Manager 
Charlotte Wheeler Events Manager 
Rachel Cooper Development Administrator 
Rhiannah Price Development Administrator 
  (Maternity Cover)

FINANCE & RESOURCES
Mark Pallett Director of Finance and Resources  
Alan Johnson CBSO Centre Manager 
Hollie Dunster HR Manager 
Marlene McDonald HR Manager (Maternity Cover) 
Mary Tsung Finance Manager 
Jaspreet Hothi Assistant Accountant 
Susan Price Senior Finance Officer 
Lindsey Bhagania Assistant Payroll Manager 
Peter Clarke Assistant CBSO Centre Manager 
Ellis Hudson Assistant Buildings and Facilities Manager

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Lord Tony Hall Chair of the Board 
Gurpreet Bhatia Trustee 
Jane Fielding Trustee 
Sir Mark Grundy Trustee 
Emily Ingram Trustee 
Sundash Jassi Trustee 
Chris Loughran Trustee & Chair of the CBSO    
  Development Trust 
Jules Parke-Robinson Trustee 
Catherine Wall Trustee 
Celia Richardson Trustee 
Jane Wright Sub-Principal First Violin and  
  Player Nominated Trustee 
Andrew Herbert Principal Percussion and  
  Player Nominated Trustee 
Cllr Darius Sandhu BCC Nominated Trustee 
Cllr Liz Clements BCC Nominated Trustee



St Basils is a lifeline for 16-25-year-olds 
across the West Midlands who are homeless 
or at risk of homelessness. We don’t just 
provide sheltered accommodation; we also 
help young people regain stability, offering 
life-changing support through skills training, 
education, and employment opportunities to 
help them move forward independently.

Since 1972, we’ve supported over 100,000 
young people—and the need is growing. 
This year alone, we’ve seen a 22% increase in 
young people seeking our help, driven by the 
rising cost of living, soaring rental prices, and 
a shortage of affordable housing.

Your support ensures we can continue to 
provide urgent help when it’s needed most. 
Every donation, no matter the size, makes a 
huge difference. Look out for our donation 
buckets and card readers or reach out 
to us directly if you’d like to support our 
fundraising efforts.

Our St Basils Hardship Fund is a vital lifeline, 
offering immediate assistance to young 
people in crisis. Funds raised from events like 
this allow us to help those who arrive with 
nothing, providing the resources they need at 
a critical time.

Want to help fundraise? Contact us at 
fundraising@stbasils.org.uk

Learn more and donate online at  
www.stbasils.org.uk

Together, we can ensure no young person 
has to face homelessness alone. Thank you 
for supporting our work.

HELP US LIFT 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
OUT OF HARDSHIP

LOOK OUT FOR 
DONATION BUCKETS 
AND CARD READERS
Any donation is gratefully 

received. Thank you!

St.Basils is a registered cherity in England (No. 1080154). Address: 71-75 Allcock Sreet, Birmingham, B89 4DY
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GIVE THE GIFT  
OF A CBSO  
MEMBERSHIP 
THIS CHRISTMAS!

Simply visit cbso.co.uk/ 
membership to sign up online,  
or call the development team  
on 0121 616 6510.

We look forward to welcoming  
you to the family!

JOIN THE FAMILY

Give the gift of a CBSO membership this 
Christmas! Meet CBSO musicians, soloists 
and conductors and sit in on amazing 
rehearsals at Symphony Hall. Enjoy 
priority booking and access to additional 
opportunities, such as BBC Proms visits, 
afternoon teas, and much more.
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YOU M
IGHT ALSO LIKE...

There’s something incredibly romantic and 
truly joyful about elegant waltzes, playful 
polkas and light-hearted operetta. So let 
the CBSO and Nil Venditti whirl you into a 
new year as we raise a glass to the start of 
another great year of music.

Immerse yourself in two journeys of 
discovery and transformation, led by 
conductor Omer Meir Wellber. Beethoven 
in an elegant mood and Haydn’s 
celebratory ‘Nelson’ Mass.

Symphony Hall  
Sunday 4 January 2026, 3pm

Symphony Hall  
Thursday 19 February 2026, 7:30pm

VIENNESE  
NEW YEAR

HAYDN'S NELSON MASS

Book online at cbso.co.uk or call the B:Music Box Office on 0121 780 3333

BOOK NOW

Evocative imagery and shimmering 
harmony. Love and nature are in full bloom 
in this programme of music including 
selections from Daniel-Lesur, Le Jeune, 
Palestrina and Eric Whitacre.

You love them, so we play them! The Classic 
FM Hall of Fame is the definitive countdown 
of Britain’s favourite classical music. Classic 
FM’s John Suchet hosts, as the full CBSO 
present a whole evening of great melodies.

LIVE AT THE CENTRE:  
THE GARDEN OF LOVE

CLASSIC FM HALL OF FAME

CBSO Centre 
Tuesday 17 March 2026, 7pm

Symphony Hall  
Thursday 30 April 2026, 7:30pm



Arrive by Metro
and immerse yourself

in the music
Enjoy your orchestra 
experience with
discounted tram travel 
and free Park 'n' Ride.

O	cial Travel Partner
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westmidlandsmetro.com
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CBSO.CO.UK

City of
Birmingham
Symphony
Orchestra 

Proud to be Birmingham’s Orchestra

Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and X
@TheCBSO

CBSO Centre
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF
information@cbso.co.uk
0121 616 6500

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme was 
correct at the time of going to print. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
Cover photo: Hannah Fathers. Print: emmersonpress.co.uk

WE'RE  
ALL  
EARS
We'd love to hear from you!

Complete our survey and be in with the 
chance of winning a £50 voucher for a 
restaurant of your choice.

We're working to better understand our 
audiences, and by completing a survey 
following a CBSO concert, you can opt in 
to be entered into the prize draw.

If you’d like to share any additional 
feedback, or have any questions, please 
email us at marketing@cbso.co.uk.


