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CONCERT MODE PROGRAMME 

This is a plain text programme which  
has been created to limit possible 
distractions from a devices screen 
brightness. To ensure that everyone is 
able to enjoy the performance, please 
dim the brightness on your device and 
ensure your mobile phone is set to silent. 



INTRODUCTION  
It’s been 10 years since I started singing in 
the CBSO choirs, starting out in the 
Children’s Chorus before making my way 
up to the Youth Chorus and now the adult 
Chorus. I’ve had the privilege to sing some 
amazing pieces, from Holst’s Planets to 
Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius and even 
Carmina Burana at the Royal Albert Hall! 
But whilst I’ve managed to perform a huge 
array of exciting music, the Christmas 
concerts remain as one of the most 
nostalgic and anticipated events for me 
each year.  

It feels like a very full circle moment to be 
singing as one of the ‘adults’ this 
December, when it seems like only 
yesterday that I was in year 5 at school 
performing in my first proper concert, 
looking behind me at the CBSO Chorus in 
their sea of black outfits and feeling 
absolutely terrified. Since then, I’ve made 
many friends and grown up alongside this 
choir, from being a chatty 9-year-old to a 
still very chatty (sorry Julian) 19-year-old, 
who has been lucky enough to take part in 
nearly every Christmas Concert since. 



I’ve been amidst the carols and epic pieces 
one minute, with music echoing around 
Symphony Hall, and then launched into 
festive cheer the next as the orchestra 
perform their famous Sleigh Ride in 
Christmas hats. I have seen so many 
different Christmas pieces performed over 
the years (and can still remember half the 
words to Somewhere in My Memory from a 
decade ago, which is finally being sung 
again!), and this year I think we’ve got 
some absolute classics to show you. 

I really hope you enjoy listening to the 
concert as much as I enjoy singing in it. 

Maya Hey 
CBSO Chorus 

 

 
PROGRAMME TEXTS 
Hark the Herald  

1. Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 



Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 Refrain: 

 Hark! the herald angels sing, 
 “Glory to the newborn King!” 

2. Christ, by highest Heav’n adored, 
Christ the everlasting Lord; 
Late in time, behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail th’incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Refrain 

3. Hail the heav’n born Prince of 
Peace!Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Risen with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die; 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 



 Refrain 

 

Good King Wenceslas 

All voices: 
Good King Wenceslas looked out, on the 
Feast of Stephen, When the snow lay 
round about, deep and crisp and even. 
Brightly shone the moon that night, though 
the frost was cruel, When a poor man 
came in sight, gath’ring winter fuel. 

Lower voices: 
“Hither, page, and stand by me, if thou 
knowest, telling, Yonder peasant, who is 
he? Where and what his dwelling?”  
Upper voices:  
“Sire, he lives a good league hence, 
underneath the mountain, Right against 
the forest fence, by Saint Agnes’ fountain.” 

Lower voices: 
“Bring me flesh and bring me wine, bring 
me pine logs hither, Thou and I will see him 
dine, when we bear them thither.” 
All voices: 
Page and monarch, forth they went, forth 



they went together, 
Through the cold wind’s wild lament, and 
the bitter weather. 

Upper Voices: 
“Sire, the night is darker now, and the wind 
blows stronger, Fails my heart, I know not 
how; I can go no longer.” 
Lower voices: 
“Mark my footsteps, my good page, tread 
thou in them boldly, Thou shalt find the 
winter’s rage, freeze thy blood less coldly.” 

All voices:  
In his master’s steps he trod,  
where the snow lay dinted; Heat was in the 
very sod, which the Saint had printed. 
Therefore, Christian men, be sure, wealth 
or rank possessing, Yet who now will bless 
the poor, shall yourselves find blessing.  

 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

1. O come, all ye faithful,  
joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 



Come and behold Him 
Born the King of Angels 

 Refrain: 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord! 

2. God of God, Light of Light, 
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
Very God,  
Begotten, not created 

 Refrain  

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God 
In the highest 

 Refrain 

4. Yea, Lord, we greet thee,  
Born on Christmas morning,  
Jesu, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father,  
Now in flesh appearing 

 



BIOGRAPHIES 
MICHAEL SEAL 
Conductor 

Michael Seal is a dynamic British 
conductor known for his deep 
understanding of orchestras, shaped by his 
early career as a violinist with the CBSO. 
His insider perspective fosters strong 
rapport with musicians, earning him a 
reputation for inspiring performances and 
impressive results on tight rehearsal 
schedules Since 2005, he has conducted 
the CBSO over 300 times as Assistant or 
Associate Conductor, including his 
conducting debut at the BBC Proms in 
2023 with the Proms’ first Bollywood 
concert. He is a regular guest conductor 
with all five BBC orchestras, as well as the 
Philharmonia, London Philharmonic, Royal 
Philharmonic, Royal Scottish National, 
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Academy of 
St Martin in the Fields, Bournemouth 
Symphony, and Ulster Orchestra. 
Internationally, Michael has conducted 



major ensembles such as the Brussels 
Philharmonic, WDR Funkhausorchester 
Köln, Münchner Rundfunkorchester, 
Frankfurt Radio Symphony, Kuopio 
Symphony and the Norwegian Radio 
Orchestra. His podcast “a mic on the 
podium”—launched during the global 
pandemic—has received critical acclaim 
and is now archived in the British Library. 
Upcoming debuts include the Beethoven 
Orchestra Bonn (2026) and the Belgian 
National Orchestra (2027). 

 

STEPHEN MANGAN 
Presenter 

After graduating from Cambridge 
University and then RADA, Stephen 
Mangan began his acting career in the 
theatre. In 2008 he played the title role in 
The Norman Conquests at The Old Vic and 
then on Broadway. Stephen was 
nominated for a Tony Award and the play 
won Best Revival. Other theatre credits 
include, Birthday and The People Are 



Friendly (Royal Court Theatre), Jeeves and 
Wooster (Duke of York’s Theatre), Hayfever 
(Savoy theatre), Midsummer Nights Dream 
(RSC) and Rules For Living (National 
Theatre). His most recent theatre credits 
include Sean Foley’s The Man in the White 
Suit (Wyndham’s Theatre), Michael 
Longhurst's Private Lives opposite Rachael 
Stirling (Donmar Warehouse) & Mike 
Bartlett's Unicorn at (Garrick Theatre) 
alongside Nicola Walker and Erin Doherty. 
Stephen has an extensive list of television 
credits that include BAFTA-winning British 
sitcom Green Wing, Free Agents, Dirk 
Gently, in which he played the title role, 
Houdini & Doyle, Episodes, opposite 
Tamsin Greig and Matt LeBlanc, the lead 
role of Richard Pitt in the comedy Hang 
Ups alongside Richard E. Grant and 
Katherine Parkinson and BBC's The Split 
which ran for 4 seasons. Stephen’s film 
credits include Billy Elliot, Birthday, 
Postman Pat: The Movie (Voice), Rush, 
Beyond The Pole, Confetti, Festival and 
Basil Khalil’s A Gaza Weekend. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on 
Facebook, Instagram, 
TikTok and YouTube 
@TheCBSO 

CBSO Centre 
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF 
information@cbso.co.uk  
0121 616 6500 
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