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Charlie wrote his first film score in 1931, for 
his iconic film CITY LIGHTS (1931), and was 
incredibly smitten with the idea ever after. 
Having been bitten by the film-composer 
bug, he wrote a full score to every new 
feature after that and, retroactively, for his 
previous silent-features as well.

The Gold Rush (1925) is a particularly good 
example of Chaplin’s skill as a composer 
and more generally how he felt music 
should work in film. Charlie believed 
that music should underline or frame 
a comedy. He felt that most musicians 
never understood this and lamented the 
composer who tried to write “funny” music, 
overwhelming the scene and burying 
the subtlety and finesse of his brand of 
comedy. Chaplin the composer never tries 
to compete with Chaplin the actor, and 
even the most absurd comedy routines are 
met with music of refinement and dignity, 
no matter the absurd conditions.

The score to The Gold Rush is a 
masterclass in silent film accompaniment. 
It serves to not only accompany the balletic 
movement and gestures of its characters, 
but it also contains sound-effects and 
even mimics on-screen dialogue - 
thereby rendering an actual soundtrack 
superfluous. It is also notable that there are 
a number of passages that include music 
of other concert-hall composers, namely 
Rimsky-Korsakov, Wagner and especially 
Brahms. Chaplin was an avid listener of 
great music and befriended many great 
musicians his entire life.

Restoring the score to The Gold Rush was 
my sixth Chaplin score I had done for the 
Chaplin family, one of 15 overall since 1999. 
Silent-film performances are a special 
occasion and I look forward to bringing this 
beautiful 100-year-old film to the great city 
of Birmingham. Step back in time and let 
this Klondike adventure take hold as it was 
originally intended, with a live orchestra. 
And what an orchestra!
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION
Not many people, including many film buffs, know that 
Charlie Chaplin was a musician and the composer of the 
full-orchestral scores to his own films. In fact, Chaplin was 
a musician long before he decided to become an actor in 
films. Like his parents before him, he grew up on stage in 
the Edwardian-era music halls, where he learned the craft of 
musical accompaniment for a variety of comedians before 
applying his own skills as a composer.

Timothy Brock
Conductor
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INFORM
ATION

PRE-CONCERT PERFORMANCE
Join us for a short concert featuring our 
wonderful Children's Chorus who will 
be performing a selection of music by 
Charlie Chaplin ahead of this evening's 
concert. Join us for this free and 
unticketed event from 6:45pm in the 
Jennifer Blackwell Performance Space.

Timothy Brock, Conductor

The Gold Rush, 88mins

Please note there will be no interval during this performance.

We are happy for you to take photos and short videos 
at our concerts during applause breaks. We ask that 
you are mindful of disturbing artists and other audience 
members. Please dim the brightness on your phone, 
and do not use your flash.

We also regularly take photographs for promotional 
use, so you may see a professional photographer at our 
concerts. Please ask a member of the front of house 
team if you have any questions about this.

To ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the 
performance, please make sure your mobile phone is 
set to silent.

Principal Funders:

This concert is generously supported by Jerry Sykes.



CHARLIE CHAPLIN
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CHARLIE CHAPLIN
Born in 1889 in London, Charlie Chaplin is 
known as one of the biggest starts of silent 
films. He was known to act, direct, write for 
screenplay and even compose. He was most 
famous for mixing comedy with poignant 
social themes and his first film success, 
Kid Auto Races at Venice (1914), birthed the 
character he would forever be known for: 
The Tramp.

THE GOLD RUSH 
Released in 1925, The Gold Rush was 
written, produced and directed by Charlie 
Chaplin. It is set during the gold rush in 
the 1880s, when many sites depositing 
gold were discovered in the United States, 
Australia, Canada and South Africa. The film 
is set in the Klondike God Mine in Alaska 
and it is said that Chaplin took inspiration 
from the Donner Party, American pioneers 
that turned to cannibalism, with Chaplin 
finding comedy in tragedy, starvation and 
loneliness throughout the film. The Gold 
Rush was re-released in 1942 with added 
sound effects, music and narration, resulting 
in Academy Award nominations for Best 
Music Score and Best Sound Recording. 

The famous scene where Chaplin 
eats his shoe was in fact made of 
liquorice. There were perhaps some 
sore stomachs after many takes of 
that scene…

1
One of the other most iconic scenes 
in the film is the dancing bread rolls, 
which has been referenced in many 
productions since, including The 
Muppets and The Simpsons. 

2
In 1992, the original film was chosen 
for preservation in the United States 
National Film Registry, marking it as 
one of the most significant movies of 
all time.
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FUN FACTS

PORTRAIT OF CHARLES CHAPLIN, 1921 - MAGAZINE PHOTOPLAY NO.3, 1922. 
JAYCUBB, PUBLIC DOMAIN, VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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BIOGRAPHIES

6

Conductor

TIMOTHY BROCK

As a conductor Timothy Brock specializes 
in concert works of the early 20th-century 
and live performances of silent film. As a 
silent-film score expert, his work includes 
the restoration of Shostakovich's New 
Babylon (1929), Erik Satie's Entr'acte (1924), 
Saint-Saëns' The Assassination of Duke 
DeGuise, and Wolfgang Zeller’s Vampyr 
(1930). In 1998 he began his long-standing 
relationship with the Charles Chaplin family 
as their score preservationist and is the 
leading authority on Chaplin as composer 
and has so far made 15 critical editions of 
Chaplin’s scores including Modern Times, 
City Lights, The Gold Rush and The Kid. 
In June 2023 he conducted the Orchestra 
del Teatro dell’Opera di Roma in the 
world premiere of the last of this critical 
edition: Chaplin’s The Great Dictator. As 
a composer he has written over 40 silent-
film scores, including Buster Keaton's The 
General, Steamboat Bill Jr., F.W. Murnau's 
Nosferatu, Fritz Lang's Frau im mond, and 
recently premiered his newly commissioned 
score to Erich von Stroheim's Foolish Wives 
at the San Francisco Silent Film Festival.He 
makes his home in Bologna, Italy.
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ORCHESTRAL 
MUSIC 
THAT’S
RIGHT UP 
YOUR  
STREET

This is your invitation to a CBSO concert – a place to try 
something new, to hear something familiar, to be amazed, to be 
moved, to be inspired. A place to explore live orchestral music, 
in your own way, at your own pace, right here in Birmingham. 
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We are Birmingham’s orchestra – loud 
and proud. An internationally celebrated 
symphony orchestra that makes music that 
matters to the people of Birmingham, the 
West Midlands and beyond.

A family of incredible musicians, we exist to 
create exciting musical experiences for all. 
From brightening up the morning commute, 
to inspiring audiences and musicians 
of the future – we make epic, powerful, 
meaningful music that fills concert halls, 
communities, streets, schools and lives  
with passion, excitement, inspiration,  
hope and joy.

We’ve come from all over the world, but 
we’re at home right here in Birmingham. 
See us at Symphony Hall playing some  
of the greatest symphonic music of all  
time, at pop-up performances around 
the city, at the CBSO Centre performing 
intimate small-scale gigs or in schools, 
community centres, libraries and even  
the occasional pub!

We’re musicians, but we’re also parents, 
teachers, runners, gardeners, writers, sports 
fans, foodies and so much more. We’re part 
of your city, and we couldn’t be happier to 
be here to play, share, write, sing, live and 
breathe music with you!

PROUD TO BE 
BIRMINGHAM’S ORCHESTRA

© PATCH DOLAN

Saturday 25 April 2026
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PERFORMERS

# Recipient of the CBSO Long Service Award
* Supported player

Saturday 25 April 2026

VIOLIN I
Tamás András
Andrew Harvey
Richard Thomas*
Nathan Bomans*
Jane Wright*#

Bethan Allmand*
Mark Robinson#

Iryna Glyebova
Victoria Farrell-Reed*
Julia Aberg*#

Wendy Quirk
Robert Bilson

VIOLIN II
Emily Davis
Amy Jones#

Georgia Hannant*#

Tam Mott
Bryony Morrison*#

Yuriko Matsuda*
Tim Birchall*#

Gabriel Dyker*#

Eleanor Hill
Adam Hill

VIOLA
Chris Yates*#

David BaMaung*#

Michael Jenkinson#

Isobel Doncaster*
Jessica Tickle*#

Amy Thomas*#

Sarah Malcolm*
Catherine Howe

CELLO
Arthur Boutillier
Kate Setterfield*#

Miguel Fernandes*#

Helen Edgar*#

Catherine  
  Ardagh-Walter*#

Sarah Berger

DOUBLE BASS
Anthony Alcock*#

Julian Atkinson*#

Jeremy Watt*#

Daniel Vassallo*

FLUTE
Marie-Christine  
  Zupancic*#

PICCOLO
Jen George

OBOE
Rachael Pankhurst*#

CLARINETS
Oliver Janes*#

Joanna Patton*#

BASS CLARINET
Mark O’Brien*#

BASSOON
Margaret Cookhorn*#

HORN
Elspeth Dutch*#

Jeremy Bushell*#

TRUMPET
Tom Watts
Martin Rockall

TROMBONE
Richard Watkin#

BASS TROMBONE
David Vines*#

TUBA
Tom Stone

TIMPANI
Alex Henshaw

PERCUSSION
Andrew Herbert#

Toby Kearney*#

HARP
Deian Rowlands

KEYBOARD
James Keefe
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YOU M
IGHT ALSO LIKE...

UPCOMING 
CONCERTS...

Book online at cbso.co.uk or call the  
B:Music Box Office on 0121 780 3333

CBSO 
MEMBERSHIP
From priority booking to members’ 
events and behind-the-scenes 
information, there are plenty of 
reasons to join the CBSO. 

But it is the people themselves 
who are at the very heart of our 
membership. CBSO members 
can enjoy the chance to share the 
company of musicians and artists 
and meet new like-minded friends.

Simply visit cbso.co.uk/
membership to sign up online,  
or call the development team on  
0121 616 6510.

We look forward to welcoming  
you to the family!

JOIN THE FAMILY

CELEBRATING BERNSTEIN
A celebration of Leonard Bernstein: 
songs, dances and a trip to the movies.
Sat 20 Jun 2026, 7:30pm

CLASSIC FM HALL OF FAME
The definitive countdown of Britain’s 
favourite classical music.
Thu 30 Apr 2026, 7:30pm

MOVIES AND VIDEO GAMES  
IN CONCERT
An unforgettable night of epic 
soundtracks.
Fri 29 May 2026, 7:30pm



STRATEGIC & IN-KIND

PUBLIC FUNDERS PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

EDUCATION PARTNERS

THANK YOU

To view a comprehensive list of supporters please visit  
cbso.co.uk/support-us/thank-you or scan the QR code.

EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTERS
Thank you also to our Major Donors, Benefactors, Circles Members, 
Patrons, Friends and Trusts & Foundations for their generous support.

The support we receive from thousands of 
individual donors, public funders, businesses 
and private foundations allows us to present 
extraordinary performances and to create exciting 
activities in schools and communities. Your support 
makes a huge difference and is much appreciated.

CORPORATE PARTNERS 

THANK YOU
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CBSO.CO.UK

City of
Birmingham
Symphony
Orchestra 

Proud to be Birmingham’s Orchestra

Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and YouTube
@TheCBSO

CBSO Centre
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF
information@cbso.co.uk
0121 616 6500

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme was 
correct at the time of going to print. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
Print: emmersonpress.co.uk Cover photo: The Gold Rush © Roy Export S.A.S Music for The Gold Rush Copyright 
© Roy Export Company Ltd. and Bourne Co. All rights reserved. Charlie Chaplin™© Bubbles Incorporated S.A

WE'RE  
ALL  
EARS
We'd love to hear from you!

Complete our survey and be in with  
the chance of winning a £100 high 
street voucher.

We're working to better understand our 
audiences, and by completing a survey 
following a CBSO concert, you can opt in 
to be entered into the prize draw.

If you’d like to share any additional 
feedback, or have any questions, please 
email us at marketing@cbso.co.uk.


