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INTRODUCGTION

Welcome to Symphony Hall. I'm particularly
thrilled to be back with the CBSO for this concert
which features a broad sweep of music from film,
television, anime movies and video games all
threaded together with the theme of “Fantasy”.

The programme is book-ended by music
from the greatest living movie composer,
John Williams, in the form of extracts from
the first Harry Potter movie and the last
of the final Star Wars trilogy. As with all of
Williams' music, he takes the emotional
impact of the soundtrack to a whole new
level — just think of the breadth of subject
matter he has brought to the cinema

over a long and hugely successful career,
ranging from Jaws to The Fabelmans and
everything in between.

The film fantasy theme continues with
music by the likes of Danny Elfman, Hans
Zimmer, Howard Shore, Micheal Kamen
and many more, together with some
Studio Ghibli extracts from award-winning
composer Joe Hisiahi. From the world

of TV, an extract from global success
story Game of Thrones and representing
video games, we turn to Japanese
maestro Nobuo Uematsu for his brilliant
contribution to the Final Fantasy series, all
with the strand of taking the listener on the
journey through a world of fantasy.

Of course, if you are familiar with the films
or games, the music will already be known
to you, but the joy of live music is that even
if you've never seen the film, it can still have
that emotional connection and allow the
listener to just let their imagination run wild.

We hope you enjoy our selection of music!
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John Williams, Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone: Harry's Wondrous World, 5mins

Kamen (arr. Nikiforos Chrysoloras), Highlander Concert Suite, 5mins

Ramin Djawadi (arr. Nic Raine), Game of Thrones: Main Theme & Mhysa, 4mins

Danny Elfman (arr. Wassoon), Spider-Man: Theme & Farewell, 5mins

Rupert Gregson-Williams (orch. Nic Raine), Wonder Woman: Suite, 6mins

Howard Shore (arr. John Whitney), Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring, 4mins
Martin O'Donnell (arr. Robin A. Smith), Halo: Theme, 3mins

Hans Zimmer (arr. Matt Hohensee), Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest:

Jack Sparrow, 4mins

Interval

Alan Silvestri (arr. Rebecca Pellett), The Avengers: Theme, 3mins

Kamen (arr. Alex Johansson), X-Men Symphonic Suite, 5mins

Nobuo Uematsu (arr. Andrew Skeet), Final Fantasy Series: Main Theme, 3mins

Danny Elfman (arr. Christopher Bankey), Batman Suite, 7mins

(arr. Tom Voysey), Tom Cruise Medley, 6mins

Joe Hisiashi, My Neighbor Totoro, 4mins

Joe Hisiashi (orch. Leigh Philipps), Castle in the Sky: Kimi no Nosete, 6mins

John Williams, Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker: Suite for Orchestra, 4mins

Stephen Bell, Conductor

We are happy for you to take photos and short videos
at our concerts during applause breaks. We ask that
you are mindful of disturbing artists and other audience
members. Please dim the brightness on your phone,
and do not use your flash.

Principal Funders:

L B ,lSCC

We also regularly take photographs for promotional
use, so you may see a professional photographer at our
concerts. Please ask a member of the front of house
team if you have any questions about this.

To ensure that everyone is able to enjoy the
performance, please make sure your mobile phone is
set to silent.



Did you know?...

MOVIES AND VIDEO
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GAMES QUIZ

Which composer is famous for their work on the Studio Ghibli films?

Which film composer has been awarded the most Academy Awards?

What is the best-selling video game of all-time?

Which actor is famous for doing their own film stunts?

Which composer has written the music for nearly every Tim Burton movie?

Which instrument plays the main theme from the Game of Thrones?

What musical genre does Rupert Gregson-Williams fuse with orchestral music
in the Wonder Woman soundtrack?
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Conductor
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STEPHEN BELL

Stephen Bell studied at the Royal College
of Music under the renowned conductor
Norman Del Mar. February 2022 saw his
appointment as Principal Guest Conductor
of the RTE Concert Orchestra. Prior to

this, he was appointed Artistic Director of
the City of Oxford Orchestra in 2009 and
Associate Conductor of the Hallé in 2013,

a position he still holds. Past highlights
include conducting the Queen's Jubilee
Concert at Chatsworth House, a gala event
for Prince Charles at Windsor Castle, the
memorial concert for Alistair Cooke at
Westminster Abbey, the award-winning
Pitch Perfect for BBC TV'’s Children in
Need at Wembley with the BBC Singers,
the televised Music Nation concert from
the Clyde Auditorium in Glasgow, and

pop legends Texas with the BBC Scottish
Symphony Orchestra at the Barrowland
Ballroom, Glasgow, for BBC Music Day 2017.
From 2005 to 2010, Stephen was invited to
conduct the annual televised BBC Proms
in the Park with the BBC Philharmonic, and
since 2011, he has appeared every year on
the live TV broadcasts of the BBC Scottish
Symphony Orchestra’s Last Night of the
Proms celebrations.



YOU MIGHT
ALSO LIKE...
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HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON 2

Saturday 24 October 2026, 7:30pm
Symphony Hall, Birmingham

FAMILY GONCERT: i
HALLOWEEN SPOOKTAGULAR

Sunday 25 October 2026, 3pm
Symphony Hall, Birmingham

CASINO ROYALE

Friday 30 October 2026, 7:30pm
Symphony Hall, Birmingham

WORLD OF WARCRAFT

Saturday 31 October 2026, 7:30pm
Symphony Hall, Birmingham

THE LORD OF THE RINGS

Saturday 19 December 2026, 1pm & 7pm
bp Pulse Live, Birmingham

HOME ALONE

Wednesday 23 December 2026, 3pm
Symphony Hall, Birmingham

S0YEARSOFSTARWARS

Saturday 23 January 2027, 7pm "
Symphony Hall, Birmingham = e
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Friday 29 May 2026

PROUD TO BE
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BIRMINGHAM’S ORGHESTRA

We are Birmingham’s orchestra — loud

and proud. An internationally celebrated
symphony orchestra that makes music that
matters to the people of Birmingham, the
West Midlands and beyond.

A family of incredible musicians, we exist to
create exciting musical experiences for all.
From brightening up the morning commute,
to inspiring audiences and musicians

of the future — we make epic, powerful,
meaningful music that fills concert halls,
communities, streets, schools and lives
with passion, excitement, inspiration,

hope and joy.

We've come from all over the world, but
we're at home right here in Birmingham.
See us at Symphony Hall playing some
of the greatest symphonic music of all
time, at pop-up performances around
the city, at the CBSO Centre performing
intimate small-scale gigs or in schools,
community centres, libraries and even
the occasional pub!

We're musicians, but we're also parents,
teachers, runners, gardeners, writers, sports
fans, foodies and so much more. We're part
of your city, and we couldn’t be happier to
be here to play, share, write, sing, live and
breathe music with you!



Friday 29 May 2026

PERFORMERS

VIOLINI

Jonathan Martindale*
Roisin Verity

Nathan Bomans*
Jane Wright*#
Richard Thomas*
Victoria Farrell-Reed*
Iryna Glyebova
Bethan Allmand*
Wendy Quirk

Robbie Bilson

Nicole Stokes
Laurence Kempton
Laura Embrey

Anais Boyadjieva

VIOLINII

Lowri Porter*

Amy Jones*

Nuno Carapina
Yuriko Matsuda*
Tam Mott

Gabriel Dyker*#
Adam Hill
Rebecca Totterdell
Yu-Mien Sun
Zhivko Georgiev
Martin Owen
Ricardo Roger Brown

VIOLA

Chris Yates**
David BaMaung*#
Michael Jenkinson*
Sarah Malcolm*
Isobel Doncaster*
Jessica Tickle**
Amy Thomas*#
Laura Cooper
Catherine Howe
Laura Galletta

CELLO

Arthur Boutillier

Miguel Fernandes*#

Catherine
Ardagh-Walter*#

Sarah Berger

Helen Edgar*#

Elaine Ackers

Harry Broom

Katy Whittle

DOUBLE BASS
Anthony Alcock*#
Julian Atkinson**
Daniel Vassallo*
Aisling Reilly
Tom Neil

# Recipient of the CBSO Long Service Award

* Supported player

FLUTE

Marie-Christine
Zupancic**
Lucy Driver

PICCOLO

Sameeta Gahir

Hyun Jung Song*
Emmet Byrne*#

COR ANGLAIS

Rachael Pankhurst**

CLARINETS

Oliver Janes**
Joanna Patton*#

BASS CLARINET

Mark O'Brien*

Nikolaj Henriques**
Tony Liu

CONTRABASSOON

Margaret Cookhorn**

HORN

Mark Phillips*#
Neil Shewan
Sarah Pennington
Jeremy Bushell**
Martin Wright*

TRUMPET

Gwen Owen
Ben Jarvis
Jonathan Quirk*
Tim Barber

TROMBONE
Richard Watkin*
Andy Cole
Meggie Murphy

BASS TROMBONE

David Vines**

TUBA

Daniel Trodden*

TIMPANI

Matthew Hardy*#

PERCUSSION
Adrian Spillett**
Andrew Herbert*
Toby Kearney*#
Jordan Ashman
Kai Cooper

HARP

Katherine Thomas*#

GUITAR

Tom Ellis

BASS GUITAR

Mark Goodchild*

KEYBOARD

James Keefe

DRUMKIT

Sophie Hastings

08499 311 133N



UPGOMING GBSO
CONCERTS... MEMBERSHIP

From priority booking to members’
events and behind-the-scenes
information, there are plenty of
reasons to join the CBSO.

But it is the people themselves

who are at the very heart of our

membership. CBSO members

can enjoy the chance to share the
CELEBRATING BERNSTEIN company of musicians and artists
A celebration of Leonard Bernstein: and meet new like-minded friends.
songs, dances and a trip to the movies.

Sat 20 Jun 2026, 7:30pm
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Simply visit cbso.co.uk/
membership to sign up online,
or call the development team on
0121 616 6510.

We look forward to welcoming
you to the family!

FAMILY CONCERT:
HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR

Wizards, witches and tiny trick-or-
treaters welcome.

Sun 25 Oct 2026, 3pm

50 YEARS OF STAR WARS

Battles, Duels, and Attacks: spectacular
music from a galaxy far, far away.

Sat 23 Jan 2027, 7pm

Book online at cbso.co.uk or call the
B:Music Box Office on 0121 780 3333




THANKYOU

The support we receive from thousands of
individual donors, public funders, businesses

and private foundations allows us to present
extraordinary performances and to create exciting
activities in schools and communities. Your support
makes a huge difference and is much appreciated.

PUBLIC FUNDERS PRINCIPAL SPONSOR

60, Supported using public fundingby
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EXCEPTIONAL SUPPORTERS

Thank you also to our Major Donors, Benefactors, Circles Members,
Patrons, Friends and Trusts & Foundations for their generous support.

To view a comprehensive list of supporters please visit
cbso.co.uk/support-us/thank-you or scan the QR code.

Purposeful
Veniures
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Proud to be Birmingham's Orchestra

City of ]
Birmingham

Symphony

Orchestra All

CBSO.CO.UK

Follow us on EAns

Facebook, Instagram,

TikTok and YouTube

@TheCBSO We'd love to hear from you!

CBSO Centre Complete our survey and be in with
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF the chance of winning a £100 high

information@cbso.co.uk street voucher.

0121616 6500 We're working to better understand our

audiences, and by completing a survey
following a CBSO concert, you can opt in
to be entered into the prize draw.

If you'd like to share any additional
feedback, or have any questions, please
email us at marketing@cbso.co.uk.

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme was
correct at the time of going to print. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
Cover photo: Alexandra Georgiadis. Print: emmersonpress.co.uk



