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distractions from a devices screen
brightness. To ensure that everyone is
able to enjoy the performance, please
dim the brightness on your device and
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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to Symphony Hall. I'm
particularly thrilled to be back with the
CBSO for this concert which features a
broad sweep of music from film, television,
anime movies and video games all
threaded together with the theme of
“Fantasy".

The programme is book-ended by music
from the greatest living movie composer,
John Williams, in the form of extracts from
the first Harry Potter movie and the last of
the final Star Wars trilogy. As with all of
Williams’ music, he takes the emotional
impact of the soundtrack to a whole new
level — just think of the breadth of subject
matter he has brought to the cinema over a
long and hugely successful career, ranging
from Jaws to The Fabelmans and
everything in between.

The film fantasy theme continues with
music by the likes of Danny Elfman, Hans
Zimmer, Howard Shore, Micheal Kamen
and many more, together with some Studio
Ghibli extracts from award-winning
composer Joe Hisiahi. From the world of
TV, an extract from global success story



Game of Thrones and representing video
games, we turn to Japanese maestro
Nobuo Uematsu for his brilliant
contribution to the Final Fantasy series, all
with the strand of taking the listener on the
journey through a world of fantasy.

Of course, if you are familiar with the films
or games, the music will already be known
to you, but the joy of live music is that even
if you've never seen the film, it can still
have that emotional connection and allow

the listener to just let their imagination run
wild.

We hope you enjoy our selection of music!

Stephen Bell
Conductor



MOVIES AND VIDEG
GAMES QUIZ

1. Which composer is famous for their
work on the Studio Ghibli films?

2. Which film composer has been
awarded the most Academy Awards?

3. What is the best-selling video game of
all-time?

4. Which actor is famous for doing their
own film stunts?

5. Which composer has written the music
for nearly every Tim Burton movie?

6. Which instrument plays the main
theme from the Game of Thrones?

/. What musical genre does Rupert
Gregson-Williams fuse with orchestral
music in the Wonder Woman
soundtrack?

Answers: 1 = Joe Hisaishi. 2 = John Williams. 3 = Minecraft.
4 = Tom Cruise. 5 = Danny Elfman. 6 = The cello. 7 = Rock music.



BIOGRAPHIES
STEPHEN BELL

Conductor

Stephen Bell studied at the Royal College
of Music under the renowned conductor
Norman Del Mar. February 2022 saw his
appointment as Principal Guest Conductor
of the RTE Concert Orchestra. Prior to this,
he was appointed Artistic Director of the
City of Oxford Orchestra in 2009 and
Associate Conductor of the Hallé in 2013, a
position he still holds. Past highlights
include conducting the Queen’s Jubilee
Concert at Chatsworth House, a gala event
for Prince Charles at Windsor Castle, the
memorial concert for Alistair Cooke at
Westminster Abbey, the award-winning
Pitch Perfect for BBC TV's Children in
Need at Wembley with the BBC Singers,
the televised Music Nation concert from
the Clyde Auditorium in Glasgow, and pop
legends Texas with the BBC Scottish
Symphony Orchestra at the Barrowland
Ballroom, Glasgow, for BBC Music Day



2017. From 2005 to 2010, Stephen was
invited to conduct the annual televised
BBC Proms in the Park with the BBC
Philharmonic, and since 2011, he has
appeared every year on the live TV
broadcasts of the BBC Scottish Symphony
Orchestra’s Last Night of the Proms
celebrations.

Follow us on
Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and YouTube
@TheCBSO

CBSO Centre
Berkley Street Birmingham, B1 2LF
information@cbso.co.uk

0121 616 6500

Registered Charity no. 506276. All performance timings are approximate. The information in this programme
was correct at the time of export. The CBSO reserves the right to alter programmes and artists without notice.
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